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BY DOUG DAVIDSON

Isobel Ewing wishes climate change was 
front & centre of election campaign

She was recently in 
Whanganui as the guest 
speaker for a meeting 
organised by the local 
branch of the National 
Council of Women NZ 
at the Alexander Library, 
marking the 130th year 
since New Zealand wom-
en were given the vote.

Isobel has a connection 
with Whanganui. Her 
grandmother, Jean Ew-
ing, lives here, and her 
aunt Aylsa Stewart was 
described by then Mayor 

The chances are you have seen Isobel Ewing in action 
as a reporter for Newshub (TV3, Prime or now Open Sky) 
as she has had seven years so far in television and is 
currently a senior reporter, presenter and Climate Cor-
respondent for the company.

Hamish McDouall at the 
time of her death in 2021 
as “one of the great Whan-
ganui people.”

After completing a de-
gree in Classics, Isobel 
did the post-grad jour-
nalism course at Massey 
University in Wellington 
in 2012. She says, “I was 
always curious and was 
good at writing and talk-
ing. It seemed a natural 
����

During the course, Isobel 
did some work experience 

at the Whanganui Chroni-
���	 
��	 ���	 ���	 ��	 ����	
job at the Taranaki Daily 
News. “I felt so at home 
that it didn’t feel like 
work. There was so much 
variety. During this time, 
there was a Women’s Surf 
Tour in Taranaki, and I got 
a week on the beach inter-
viewing them.”

She focussed on regional 
council activities, oil and 
gas and the environment 
and was nominated for the 
Journalism Environment 
award. She later received 
the Environmental Sus-
tainability Award at the 
Voyager Media Awards in 
2018.

The lure of travel took 
her and her  brother cy-
cling through Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan and Pakistan 
(countries to the north 
and west of India) and 
when it came to an end, 
Isobel wanted to go on 
to Europe. “I emailed an 
American news agency 
which was used by TV3 
enquiring and they replied 
immediately saying they 
were familiar with my 
work.” 

���	���	��	
�	����	��	��	
their foreign correspond-
ent with a choice of three 
cities, including Paris. 
“However, I chose Buda-
pest, the capital of Hun-
gary,  as it was the most 
unusual. I arrived in Janu-
ary 2020, a month before 
the borders were closed.”

“I loved it. It was the 
coolest place to live. As 
there were no tourists, I 
could go for a run along 
the ancient cobble streets, 
past old castles.”

She had a Hungar-
ian camera operator who 
would translate for her as 
“70% of my interviews 
were in Hungarian. Again, 
there was a lot of vari-
ety with stories, such as 
rafts being made of trash 
and the revival of ancient 
Hungarian guard dogs.” 

The Covid pandemic 
was a regular news story 
taking her to the World 
Health Organisation in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 
Isobel also reported for 
CGNT, the state-run Chi-
nese news channel. “They 
didn’t care about the top-
ics unless China was men-

tioned.”
Returning to New Zea-

land in December 2020, 
��	����	��	���
�
�	����-
bel is a keen skiing and 
trail runner) and did free-
lancing for TV3 before 
becoming a reporter in the 
Press Gallery in Parlia-
ment.

She describes being in 
the Press Gallery as being 
“in a bit of a bubble. When 
I started, Paddy Gower 
was my boss. You end up 
by living and breathing 
politics. It is day to day 
theatre and you have to 
dig through all the spin.”

Isobel had to push for 
her current role as climate 
correspondent for News-
hub. “It is the biggest is-
sue of our time and needs 
specialist treatment. You 
have to build up knowl-
edge on the issue. It is 
frustrating that it is not 
front and centre in the 
election campaign.”

While she hasn’t per-
sonally experienced any 
gender discrimination, she 
recognizes the huge gains 
for women in her lifetime 
and career. She recently 

had a trip to Antarctica 

��	�����	�	���	����	���	
Zealand woman who went 
there was in 1969. They 
didn’t have facilities for 
women and no female 
uniforms.”

But — “I look up to Hel-

en Clark, Jacinda giving 
birth while Prime Min-
ister, equal numbers of 
males and female MPs as 
well as equal representa-
tion in cabinet. However, 
we still have a way to 
go.”

Isobel Ewing
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Check out what’s 
in this week’s RCP Nova Zeelandia Vikings - ready to 

promote all things Viking
and energy (not bad for 
a grannie) to spread the 
word. 

She has been able to get 
a fully enclosed trailer 
made to enable the group  
to attend events, called 
‘Naama’ (or big encamp-
ment) such as one in 
Norsewood in February. 
(Note it down in next 
year’s calendar). She also 
persuaded a member to 
make a beautifully and ap-
propriately carved gate to 
the Viking base. 

The group recently had 
an open day and were sup-
ported by a fellow Vikings 
group Red Ravens from 
Palmerston North. The 
RCP was there and inter-
viewed Taylor for the Red 
Ravens, dressed up ‘ready 
��	�����

He wears a ‘gambeson,’ 
a super thick padded de-
fensive jacket. It is all 
hand sewn which he did 
himself, saying “it is a lot 
of work.” Then there is a 
metal suit of linked plates, 
weighing between 20 and 
30 kgs. 

Sometimes separate or 
on top is the chain mail 
and there are “quite a few 
suppliers in New Zealand. 
It is made of stainless steel 
which might not be histor-
ically correct, but it is a lot 
easier to clean.” You can 
also buy the helmets with 
a recommended thickness 
of 2 ml which makes it 
very heavy. Some of this 
metal-based clothing can 
get expensive.

��!	 ����	 ������	 ��	
the club rooms, and it 

Perhaps the typical im-
ages we have of Vikings 
are warriors with huge 
swords, clubs and spears. 
Scary enough to make you 
run for the hills. Howev-
er, the Whanganui group 
Nova Zeelandia Vikings is 
a group which encourages 
not only the less than dan-
����"�	 ������	 �"�	 
���	
enjoying other aspects 
of Viking life such as the 
costumes, the food and the 
crafts.

The group has been in 
Whanganui for since the 
early 2000s, but it is un-
dergoing a period of re-
vival, thanks in part to the 
opening of their own club 
house complete with a 
������	#
���
�$	
	������$	
a bookshelf of books about 
Vikings, a verandah, along 
with sheds for costumes/
changing and tool-making 
and for art and crafts. We 
shouldn’t forget the swim-
ming pool with an outdoor 
shower. It can be hot work 
�������	

Angie is a key person in 
the revival, partly because 
the club facilities are at 
the back of her property 
in Alma Road but also 
because she has the drive 

������	 �����"�	 ��"�$	 �"�	
the swords are blunt, and 
the worst Taylor has expe-
rienced was when a sword 
got through and hit his un-
protected thumb. It does 
pay to be a big person.

Being part of a Viking 
group attracts all types. 
Taylor is an IT special-
ist with the hospital but 
there are lawyers, nursers, 
sportspeople, the military. 
��	
���	
���
���	��������	�
-
tionalities including a man 
from the Philippines in the 
local group. 

Women can do a variety 
of roles. There are the tra-
ditional cooking, sewing, 
craft activities, but women 

���	 ����	 &������	 
��	
encouraged to be part of 
the group. As Angie says, 
“There is something for 

everyone.”
There is no cost to join. 

�'	��	��	
	���	�
!$	!�"	����	
see them at the western 
end of Kowhai Park on a 
Sunday from 11 to 2, prac-

Angie with another member at the specially designed gate. 
tising. You are welcome 
to come along and watch. 
They also train in archery 
and spear throwing but 
with safety always an im-
portant feature.

�������	
�����������������
	����	�����������	��

Doug Davidson
journalist@

rivercitypress.co.nz

Copyright:  River City Press produces and/or pub-
lishes advertisements strictly on the basis that River 
City Press is entitled to and owns the copyright in the 
advertisement so far as the copyright relates to publi-
cation or reproduction for publication in any newspa-
per, magazine or similar periodical or to broadcasting 
of the advertisement.

It was good to meet 
Isobel Ewing in person 
after seeing her on tel-
evision news over the 
years. (See our front-
page article) She is a 
lively, interesting per-
son, easy to chat with 
— in short a great TV 
journalist. It was good 
to hear that she is in the 
role of Climate Change 
correspondent for 
Newshub.

I visited Nova Zee-
landia Vikings on their 
open day recently and 
was really impressed 
by both their organisa-
tion and dedication. It 
is more than heavy ar-
mour, blunt swords and 
�������	��	��	
���	
��"�	
Viking life, culture and 
costumes (page 2).

In the last couple of 
months, I have had sto-
ries about six 100-year-
olds. Is there something 
about Whanganui, or 
perhaps the region, as 
a couple of them have 
come from Hawera and 
Marton. Great to see a 
male centenarian as the 
others have been fe-

males (see page 3).
The Rev Mo Morgan 


�	 *
��	 
	 �������
��	
impact over the past ten 
years in St James Presby-
terian Church in Whan-
ganui East, but her new 
position as Lower North 
manager of A Rocha – a 
Christian environmental 
organisation, should be a 
great move (page 8).

We also have a heart-
warming article about 
Mike Collins, Craig 
Cawley and MS (page 
18).

- Doug Davidson
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Korean Ambassador part of Whanganui 
Commemoration of Korean War

The Korean War was 
from 1950-1953, with 
troops from New Zea-
land involved as part of 
the United Nations forces 
������	��**"����	'�����	
'��*	 ��	 ����	 �"++�����	
�!	 4"���
	 
��	 &��
�	
����	 ��	 
	 �
��
�"�	
Korean Veterans Society, 
albeit with only two ex-
���:���*��	��'��	

To mark the 70th anni-
versary of the end of the 
�
�$	 ��	 4�+"����	 �'	 ;�-
��
	 <*�
��
���	 &
��-
sik Kim (He is also ac-
��������	 ��	 =
*�
$	����
	

��	&���	���
����>	:������	
�
��
�"�	 ��	 ������-
day 27 September to meet 
with Mayor Andrew Tripe 
and to be part of the com-
*�*��
�����	���
�����	�!	
��	 ���
�	 �
��
�"�	 ;�-
rean Society, headed by 
?�"��
�	;�*�	

��	 ���"+	 
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��	
Korean Veterans Memo-

��
�	=�����
The commemoration 

'�
�"���	 
	 :����	 �'	 ��	
�
�X"��	 ���	 ��	 =�"�	
Korea, attended by vet-
erans and descendants 
'��*	 
��"��	 ��	 �����$	
����"����	 '��*	 ���	 [�
-
�
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�
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erans Society, was there, 
�
���	��	��	���������!	�'	
the Korean Government, 
���	 +
��	 '��	 �"������	
class airfares and six days 
of accommodation and 
�����������

The New Zealand Gov-
�����	 ]����
�	 ?
*�	 &��-
dy Kiro was also there, 

��	 ��	 '�
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cerpts of the New Zealand 
�
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John (Korean War Vet), MP Steph Lewis, the Ambassador, 
Douglas Kim and  Ron

{�"��
Ron said “there were 

|}}	 :���	 '��*	 |~	 ��"�-
������	 ����"���	 ��	 ��	 ���+	
was a visit to the UN War 
&�*����!	����	
��	����	
military people who died 
��	 ��	 �
�	 
��	 �"����	 �	
apart from the Americans 
��	
��	�"����	��	<�����-
���$	�
���������

The Ambassador ex-
pressed his appreciation 
on behalf of the Korean 
+��+��	�'��	 ��	�
�������	
�'	 ��	 :����
���	 ��!	
����	��	�:���
�����	��	�"�	
*�*�����	 
�	 ��!	 �"+-
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16 October there will be 
a Korean National Day 
����+����	 ��	 ����������$	
followed by a Korean 
&"��"�
�	 �����:
�$	 
��	 ��	
17 October, there will be 

	 ;���
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Ron added, “And it’s 
�����!	����	�"������

Three centenarians at 
New Vista Rest Home

�����	
	�
����	����"�	
&�"�������$	
����	���	
his wife, members of the 
Scottish Society (Ken 
+�
!��	��	�
�+�+��>$	
	
member of the Marton 
&�"���!	�"���	&�"�	

��	��+��	�"���	��	
`
�������	]��'	&�"�	
between Halcombe and 
=`��	�
���	��$	;��	
+�
!��	������	

After his wife died 
���	��	�}�	�����
!�	
=�	�
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has remained an avid 
�
�������	��!	��:��	��	
��	�*�	��!	�"���	�
��!	
��	��	����	*
���
��	
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�
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himself in his mid-90s, 
��'���	
:���	��	��	��	
	

New Vista Resthome 
��	`
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�
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have three residents 
�	;���
��	��	�"����	
100 on 20 September, 
=�����	��
�����
$	��	
��
���	��	����"�!	
mark in December 2022 
and Dorothy,  who will 
��	�}�	��	||	_�������	
They also have another 
resident who will be 99 
�����
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4
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The family switched 
to Marton, where Ken 
�
�	��	?"^	�'	�
����	
�"������	
��	������	
	
scholarship to attend 
�
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���$	"�'���"�
���!$	�	
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Ken trained as a 
+
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the Marton Water Treat-
*���	Q�
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He was active in the 
�
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St Joseph of the Sacred 
`�
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�
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sisters, she became a 
boarder at Sacred Heart 
&������	��	�
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and entered the Sisters 
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Heart and from 1971 to 
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of St Joseph of Nazareth 
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After her years of lead-
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where she was involved 
in parish pastoral work 
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as her father worked 
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was the second child 
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on to secondary school, 
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She married a farmer, 
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50/50 share milkers 
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had seven children and 
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As a member of the 
7th Day Adventist 
&"��$	��	
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The three centenarians – Ken, Francesca and Dorothy.

th
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ADVERTISEMENT

Old Coins Can Toss Up a Rarity

Do you have a bunch of old coins sitting around in your 
drawers and cupboards? You just never know what 

rarities may be lurking there. The advice from Tony Grant 
from John Bertrand (Collectables) Limited is to “bring 
them in and let us have a look”. “No need to sort anything 
out just bring them in ‘as is’ and please don’t clean them! 
We can go through coin accumulations and collections 
fairly quickly” he said. The buyers are particularly keen 
to buy pre 1946 New Zealand Silver Coins for at least 10 
times their face value (more for quantity). “In any event 
we will buy All Coins,” said Mr Grant.

Some Big Dollars in Early Banknotes

Early New Zealand Banknotes dated 
before 1932 are currently fetching 

big money!  This is according to Mr  
Tony Grant, author of the John Bertrand 
New Zealand Coin & Banknote 
Catalogue. Mr Grant is in Whanganui 
and Marton next week on a buying trip 
for John Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd and 
would be very keen to see any of these 
issues. “We will pay at least $300 for any 
undamaged Ten Shilling or One Pound 

banknote from a New Zealand trading bank 
dated 1932 or before.

Denominations of five pounds and higher 
would be worth from $700. “Any banknote 
dated prior to 1900 would be worth at least 
$1000” said Mr Grant.  

Also purchased are any Reserve Bank  
of New Zealand pre-decimal issues, 
especially 50 Pound notes. All overseas 
banknotes are also wanted, especially early 
Pacific Island issues.

Mr Anthony (Tony)  
W. Grant 

Fellow of the Royal Numismatic 
Society of New Zealand Incorporated

Director and Buyer
John Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd

Author of the John Bertrand  
NZ Coin & Banknote Catalogue

Gold & Silver 
At Near Record 

Prices

During these 
uncertain times  

we have seen a sharp 
increase in the price of 
precious metals. The gold price in New 
Zealand is at near record levels so gather 
up all your unwanted items and take them 
along to the buyers. Tony Grant says “We can 
buy old gold items in all forms, including 
Jewellery (Rings, Chains, Brooches etc), 

Coins (Sovereigns and the like), Alluvial 
(River Gold), virtually anything, even 
Gold Teeth! We also need all Sterling 
Silver including Cups, Tea Services, 
Cutlery and Old Coins” he said.

Interesting Small 
Collectables Wanted

The buyers from John Bertrand 
(Collectables) Ltd, visiting Whanganui 

and Marton next week, are happy to look 
at any interesting items, for example 
vintage pocket and wristwatches such 
as Rolex, Men’s Omega, Breitling and 
gold watches etc. Also wanted, pre 1950’s 
picture postcards, Maori and Pacific 
artefacts, old fountain pens and other 
small antique or historical items.

“If you have something unusual  
which you would like to sell, please  
bring it into one of our venues, we would 
like the chance to at least have a look at it” 
said Tony Grant, buyer for the Company. 
“We will consider anything which may be 
of interest to a collector” he said.

Collectors Need War Medals

Currently, throughout NZ and the world there is a big 
demand by collectors for war medals. These cover all 

wars right through from the New Zealand Land Wars and the 
Boer War, to the First and Second World Wars and the later 
Korea and Vietnam conflicts. New Zealand Servicemen and 
Women first served overseas in the Boer War in South Africa 
around 1900 and the war medals awarded for this service are 
needed by the buyers, as are any other Medals from early 
New Zealand and the New Zealand Wars. 

General service medals from both the First and Second 
World Wars will also be purchased, but as can be imagined 
these were awarded in fairly large numbers. “If a group 
of medals has any special award for bravery such as the 
Military Medal, Military or Flying Cross or other medals for 
Distinguished Conduct or Meritorious Service, these can 
add great value to a group” stated Mr Tony Grant, buyer 
for John Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd. “Many families have 
old medals, some dating back to early Imperial days, that 
they are not sure what to do with. These are better off in 
the hands of collectors who will look after them. We will be 
happy to look at any war medals whatsoever, just bring them 
in to venues” he said.

John Bertrand Collectables Are 
Buying in Whanganui & Marton 

Next Week
Once again, the gold and collectables buyers 

from Wellington company John Bertrand Limited 
are visiting Whanganui and Marton next week. 
Mr Tony Grant from the company says, “If you are 
downsizing or wanting to dispose of things because 
they no longer serve any purpose to you or your 
family bring them in”. “Next week will be a great 
opportunity to have any items you want to sell 
assessed by our buyers” said Mr Grant. Particularly 
wanted are Gold and Silver (in any of its forms) and 
Collectables such as Coins, Banknotes, War Medals, 
Old Wind-up Watches and 
other interesting Small 
Collectables.

“We are keen buyers, 
especially of the items in the 
list below” said Mr Grant. 
“Nothing is too small for our 
consideration. We are just 
as happy buying 1 item as 
we are buying 1,000 items” 
he said. The buyers will be 
in convenient locations in 
Whanganui and Marton next 
week. (see details below). As 
Tony Grant points out “If 
you are in doubt about any 
items you may wish to sell, 
bring them along for an 
instant appraisal.”

Please note: If you sell 
anything to us, suitable ID is 
required. Please also bring 
your bank account details 
for the deposit of funds for 

larger purchases.

NO 
APPOINTMENT 

NECESSARY

Members of the Australasian  Numismatic 
Dealers Association  and the New Zealand 

Numismatic Dealers Association
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our consideration
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JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) LTD
OUR BUYERS ARE IN YOUR AREA NEXT WEEK

WE WANT  
TO BUY –
CASH-IN 

NOW

John Bertrand (Collectables) Limited
 

 
 

John Bertrand The Trusted Name In Numismatics Since 1965!
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Maori Postal Aotearoa - sending lessons 
and magazine throughout NZ

We thought that the 
operation had come to 
an end, but no. It is not 
only still alive but is 

���	��"������	
��	�����	
based in Whanganui, in 
Lowther Street.

Graham and Evelyn 
have been involved in 
the work since 1976 
and took over as super-
intendents in 1982. In 
2017, they were joined 
by daughter Charmaine 
and son-in-law Malachi, 
who are taking on more 
responsibility, helped by 
Malachi’s expertise in 
computer technology.

Graham explains the 
+"�+���	�'	��	�����	
Postal Aotearoa as “a 
����+����	���
���
����	
spreading fully the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.” They 
do this by preparing 
Christian lessons, written 
by Graham, for young 
people aged 5 to 16 and 
more recently by also 
producing adult lessons.

“People still like 

Earlier this year, we 
had an article about Ken 
Forster. The focus was 
on how he had been 
seriously injured after 
being hit by a car while 
trying to cross the road 
along from Patapu Street 
in Whanganui East. 
This led to the Council 
putting in a new footpath 
along Williams Domain 
through to Whanganui 
East School, plus a 
crossing from the school 
and a medium barrier in 
Patapu Street.

Ken and his wife Jenny 
had spent a number of 
years as superintendents 
'��	��	�����	Q���
�	
Sunday School, which 
was based in Whan-
ganui. It had started back 
in 1945 to post/deliver 
Sunday School lessons, 
mainly to children who 
lived in rural areas 
of Northland. It was 
supported by the Open 
Brethren church and 
others.

receiving something in 
the mail. The lessons are 
available to anybody at 
no charge.” 

Previously, leaders in 
the community would 
distribute the lessons 
and, in the process, 
get to know the people 
one-on -one. But most 
aspects are time consum-
ing, especially marking.  
The reality is that many 
members of the church 
are elderly, and the cost 
of producing and mailing 
is getting more and more. 
The alternative is to pro-
vide online lessons. Cur-
rently they have an App 
to provide access to most 
of the reading material 
and this is the direction 
they will be going.

Another development 
is to provide bilingual 
�������������>	��*����	
They are based on over-
seas material, but with 
permission to translate 
����	������	����	:��-
sions are printed in New 

Zealand
They are also producing 

bi-monthly magazines 
containing testimonies, 
relevant life issues and 
�����������	���	�����	
Postal Aotearoa com-
munities throughout the 
country.

Evelyn produces an-
other bi-monthly maga-
zine, especially for young 
people, providing puzzles 

��	��*	��:����	
�	����	
as Christian messages. 

Up to 5,000 copies are 
printed on their premises 
using some of the latest 
printing technology.

The four of them work 
long hours and “live by 
faith.” Unlike most other 
&"��	����
��$	_+��	
Brethren workers depend 
on the generosity of their 
supporters — that is they 
live by faith, with the 
satisfaction of meeting 
real spiritual needs in the 
community. 

Charmaine, Graham, Evelyn and Malachi

Pigeon racing results
The St Johns Club Wanganui Pigeon Racing 

Adjunct held its third race of the season with 
a race from Otorohanga. The race attracted 90 
+������	'��*	�	�!����		��	�������	+�����$	'��*	
the loft of Jim Pullins,  covered  the 192 km 

������	���	�
��
�"�>	��	|�	�}*��	�|���	'��	
�	
average speed of 1196.70 meters per minute or 
����}�+�	��	+������	�^+��������	���	��
���	
��	����	�����	��	�
��
�"�		
��	�
:����!�

Results were:
��*	Q"�����	��
��
�"�>	������}*+*	��	

����}�+�	�	
��	<	�
����
���	��
��
�"�>	
1183.08mpm or 70.98kph; Brent Miller (Waver-
��!>	���|���*+*	��	�}����+�	��������	]
�
-
nida (Whanganui1168.80mpm or 70.12kph; Don 
�
�!	��
��
�"�>	�������*+*	��	�}��|�+�	
?
:�	�
�!		��
��
�"�>�}�|���*+*	��	
64.95kph 

��������	��
��	�
���������

�������	
������������������
����	����������	���

�������	��
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Shiloh wins place in NZ Ballet’s performance 
of Hansel and Gretel

The Royal New Zealand 
Ballet performance of 
Hansel and Gretel in 
Palmerston North’s 
Regent Theatre on 10 
November will include 
Shiloh, from Whanganui, 
as one of the dancers.

Shiloh has been learning 
ballet at Anna Chandu-
lal’s Whanganui Ballet 
and Dance Academy 
since she was only two 
and a half. She has now 
just turned eight. 

Anna was approached 
by the NZ Ballet as to 
whether she could recom-
mend any children who 
would like to audition for 
one of the seven ‘bird’ 
roles. She suggested 
three, including Shiloh.

Shiloh says. “I was 
really nervous, but it 
was fun.” There were 25 
young dancers there for 
the one-hour-long audi-
tion. Once she heard that 
she had been accepted, 
“I was very happy for 
myself and keen to prac-
tise my part.” An eighth 

ballet student with the 
NZ School of Dance. Yet 
another has a part scholar-
ship at the Chilton Ballet 
School in the Hutt. This is 
part of Chilton St James 
School who have ballet 
as part of their timetable 
subjects, as well as requir-
ing training after school.

Overall, Anna has about 
90 students through to 
those at an advanced 
level —around 17 to 
18 years of age — and 
is supported by an-
other teacher. The dance 
school is on the upper 
����	�'	��	�����	`�"��	
on St Hill Street. 

dancer was accepted as a 
backup just in case.

She has to wear a bird 
costume complete with 
the head of a bird. Her 
family will be there, 
receiving a 20% discount 
on ticket prices. Shiloh 
intends to keep up ballet 
training “for a long time” 
and is interested in one 
day becoming a profes-
sional dancer.

Ballet training is not an 
easy option. Anna says, 
“Once you reach grade 
two – normally at around 
age eight – you move 
into training twice a week 
and by age 11 to 12, it 
increases to three times 
a week.” For those who 
are particularly keen, it 
can mean four practises a 
week. You have to be very 
dedicated and enthusiastic 
to succeed.

In the 15 years Ana 
has been teaching ballet, 
she has had six national 
scholars selected via 
auditions. Another student 
is a full-time classical 

By Murray Crawford
One of our early news-

paper correspondents 
once came up with a 
novel idea to harmonize 
the pealing of church 
bells. He suggested that 
Wanganui's various 
churches integrate the 
ringing of their bells, 
thereby creating “the 
formation of a peal of 
bells, composed of the 
tintinnabulating instru-
ments belonging to 
our various places of 
worship.” (Herald: 24 
February, 1874). 

   The editor was 
doubtful, opining, “We 
fear the idea is not 
capable of practical 
development. Discord 
would be the prevailing 
element of such an amal-
gamation.” He likened 
the likely diversity of 
tones to what author 
Edgar Allan Poe must 
have had in mind for 
his celebrated composi-
tion “The Bells”, which 
begins with the melodic 
tinkling of sleigh bells, 

draws the listener into 
the tales their terror told 
and concludes with the 
“moaning and the groan-
ing of the bells.”

   “We have the deep 
�����	��������	�'	��	
Scotch Church, the 
'tinkling gun-barrel' of 
the Putiki Church, the 
shrill bullock bell of the 
Church of England and 
the vigorous clear alarm 
of the Catholic Church,” 
the editor wrote. He not-
ed the absence of Meth-
odist bells, but excused 
the non-tintinnabulating 
Weslyans on the grounds 
that they probably imag-
ined that we are “belled” 
too much.

   “On a still Sunday 
�:�����	��	�����	���-
tests between the rival 

Churches in this respect, 
is the more audible and 
does not add to the har-
mony of the scene. But 
concentrated as a peal, 
we doubt if any improve-
ment would be percep-
tible – the tones are not 
�"�������!	*�����	��	
harmonize. When the 
Weslyans are supplied, 
+��
+�	��	�����	*
!	��	
more pleasing.”  

“Whimsical Tales of 
Old Wanganui” and 
“More Whimsical Tales 
of Old Wanganui” avail-
able at River City Press. 
All proceeds to Alzhei-
mers Whanganui.

Tentative tintinnabulatory timing trials trashed
Whimsical tales of old Wanganui

Synchronising 
Sunday’s symphony 

Shiloh

Pride Whanganui recognised at NZ 
Rainbow Excellence Awards

Pride Whanganui, has been honoured with the 
Highly Commended Award in the Community and 
Advocacy category at the prestigious New Zealand 
Rainbow Excellence Awards held 27th of September 
in Auckland.

The New Zealand Rainbow Excellence Awards, 
���	��	���	�'�	!�
�$	��	��������	'��	������
����	
workplace leadership, innovation and best practice 
by organisations committed to rainbow diversity and 
inclusion.

The Highly Commended Award acknowledges 
Pride Whanganui’s unwavering dedication to foster-
ing an inclusive community and advocating for 
LGBTTQI+ rights in Whanganui through various 
initiatives, educational programmes, and community 
�"���
�	�������	

Christina Emery, Manager of Pride Whanganui 
says, “This award is a testament to the hard work 
and dedication of our volunteers, supporters, and 
community members. It motivates us to continue our 
mission of fostering inclusivity, understanding, and 
acceptance for everyone, regardless of their sexual 
orientation or gender identity.” 

Pride Whanganui not only thanks the New Zealand 
4
�����	�^��������	<�
���	+
���	'��	���	�������
��	
acknowledgment, but also acknowledges the support 
of its community partners, volunteers, and everyone 
��	
�	�������"���	��	���	�����
��:��	�:��	��	�
��	�:�	
years. 

Mel Fleet and Christina Emery
Alex Ryan Photo (@alexryanophoto)
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Discounts off the normal retail price 4-31 October 2023 at Resene owned ColorShops and participating resellers. Paint offers 
also available at participating Mitre 10 MEGA/Mitre 10 stores. Valid only with cash/credit card/EFTPOS purchases. Not available in 
conjunction with account sales, promotional vouchers/coupons or other offers. Excludes trade, ECS, WallPrint, wall decals, Crown 
products and PaintWise levy.

or shop online at shop.resene.co.nz

25% 
Resene Premium Paints, 
Wood Stains, Primers,  
Sealers, Wallpaper,  
Decorating Accessories 
and Cleaning Products!

Come in and see us today!

Whanganui  
Cnr Wilson & Ridgway Sts  

(06) 348 0048

Legacy  medal awarded to NZ’s 
oldest living Olympian

The New Zealand Row-
ing Foundation, in con-
junction with Rowing 
New Zealand, is present-
ing legacy medals to all 
athletes who have rep-
resented New Zealand 
at either the Olympic 
Games, Commonwealth 
Games or Senior World 
Championships. 

On Friday, 29 Septem-
ber, the Aramoho-Whan-
ganui Rowing Club and 
the Whanganui Rowing 
Association hosted a leg-
acy medal presentation 
event celebrating the life 
of Reginald (Reg) Doug-
las, New Zealand's old-
est living Olympian and 
commemorated the lega-
cy of four rowing athletes 
from the 1950s era. 

“The event was an op-
portunity to pay trib-
ute to the extraordinary 
contributions made by 
these former elite rowers 
from the 1950s and Reg 
Douglas, who achieved 
'
*�	 
�	 
	 ��
����	 ��	 ��	
1956 Melbourne Olym-
pic Rowing event,” says 
Philippa Baker-Hogan, 
President of the Whan-
ganui Rowing Associa-
tion. 

“Reg Douglas, at the 
age of 93, stands as a liv-
ing testament to the en-
during spirit of Olympic 
competition. The high-
light of the event was the 
presentation of legacy 

medals to the families of 
the four former rowers — 
also fellow teammates of 
Reg — acknowledging 
their remarkable achieve-
ments in the world of row-
ing. These medals serve as 
a lasting reminder of their 
dedication and excellence 
in their sport.”

The event also recog-
nised the accomplish-
ments of Max Brown in 
kayaking and Chris Harris 
in rowing, both of whom 
represented New Zea-
land at the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. Mayor Andrew 
Tripe presented them 

with Whisper trophies de-
signed by local glass artist 
Katie Brown.

Nearly 450 rowers have 
represented New Zealand 
over the past 120 years 
at the Olympic Games, 
Commonwealth Games 
or Senior World Champi-
onships, and NZ Rowing 
has presented medals or 
trophies to nearly 160 of 
these athletes. The legacy 
programme is an initiative 
created to acknowledge 
and honour all elite New 
Zealand rowers who have 
competed at major inter-
national regattas. 

Ivan Sutherland (Rowing NZ Foundation), Mayor Andrew Tripe, Reg Doug-
las and Gerald Dwyer (Chairman, RNZ Foundation), with Reg receiving his 

Rowing NZ Legacy medal.
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Growing congregation farewells popular 
reverend after 10 years of service

By Jared Smith
After nearly 11 years’ 

service to the congrega-
tion at St James Presby-
terian Church, there 
were not many dry eyes 
when Reverend Mo 
����
�	�
:�	��	��
�	
sermons this month.

Rev Morgan has ac-
cepted a new role as 
Lower North Island 
manager of Arocha — a 
Christian environmen-
tal organisation that 
works with churches 
to help them become 
more environmentally 
sustainable, taking care 
of God’s creation on 
earth.

It has been quite the 
journey for the Whan-
ganui mother who 
started as an employee 
of the St James, work-
ing on their community 
initiatives.

She then began train-
ing for the ministry 
and was ordained as St 
James’ minister, a role 
she has held for the 
better part of a decade, 
saying, “I have been a 
St James for nearly ten 

years, serving as an em-
ployee, then intern, then 
minister since 2017.

 “A lot has happened 
in that time — among 
other things, the church 
replanted a children’s 
ministry and youth min-
istry, and for three years 
we navigated the Covid 
pandemic together.

��	����	����	��������	
hats. It was all leader-
ship, but it just took 
��������	'��*�$�	4�:	
Morgan said.

One of her last initia-
tives was recognising 
that as a parent, life 
gets very busy, so it 
was hard for families to 
commit to a faith-based 
community when they 
are trying to juggle their 
children and other com-
mitments.

�����	
	�*"���	*"*�$	
she reintroduced events 
for children into the 
church, such as music 
groups and the ‘Sticky 
Fingers’ arts and crafts 
alongside Kath Barrett.

“They were welcome 
to mixing things up a 
bit and more welcom-

���	��	'
*�����$�	4�:	
Morgan said about St 
James taking on the new 
ideas.

“I’ve been part of a 
team — there’s been a 

team of people who’ve 
been committed to 
being welcoming to 
people in the neigh-
bourhood. They have 
done a lot to become a 
church that is welcom-
���	+��+��	�'	
��	
����

The results were 
impressive with more 
parishioners joining the 
church, while St James 
also increased its out-
reach in the community.

Rev Morgan gave her 
��
�	���:���	��	=�+��*-
ber 10th, and it was a 
big event, with a strong 
Kapa Haka performed 
as well as all the church 
youth attending.

“Just about every 
musician in the church 
�
�	+�
!���$�	��	�
��$	
agreeing the day did be-
come a little emotional.

“Ten years is a long 
time — that’s what you 
realise, but it’s been a 
����	��
�����

Meeting on setting up a Healing 
Room in Whanganui 

��	 ����	 `�
����	 4��*	
was set up in Spokane, 
USA in 1915 and they have 
spread around the world 
and more recently around 
New Zealand. The idea is 
�
��	 
�!���	 �
�	 ��*�	 ��	
a safe place to receive free 

��	 ���������
�	 &���-
tian prayer for emotional, 
physical, and relational 
issues. “It is a non-judge-
*���
�	 ��:����*����	 ���	
the aim of bringing “the 
love of God into people’s 
���"
�������

John Tripe was part of a 
group of Christians who 
would meet to pray for the 
church in Whanganui, and 
he and his wife Diana were 
aware of Healing Rooms 
in the country. Recently, 
Beth Slattery came to 
Whanganui, bringing with 
her experience of Healing 
Rooms.

The time was right, and 
so John has called a meet-
ing asking all Christians,  
no matter what denomina-
tion, to come to listen to 

speakers and to consider 
whether a Healing Room 
should be set up in Whan-
ganui. The meeting is on 
Saturday, 14 October, at 
12.30pm. See the attached 
advert for details.

“We hope people will 
be interested and excited 
about the prospect. From 
this meeting we will ar-
range a training day and 
check out possible venues. 
The Healing Room would 
need to have a few rooms 
covering a reception area, 
a room for discussion and 
another room for praying. 
Suitable opening times 
����	��	��������$�	�^+�
���	
John. The prayer sessions 

will be free. 
The process is likely to 

be as follows: You will 
be welcomed and asked 
what your main prayer 
needs are, which will then 
be sensitively prayed for. 
At all times, your comfort 
and welfare will be top 
priority.

There will be a team of 
two or three people who 
will be trained and expe-
rienced Christians from a 
variety of Christian church 
backgrounds. It is open to 
people of all faiths, and 
none. Everything dis-
cussed and prayed for in 
the Healing Room is done 
��	����������

John Tripe

New committee elected for Club Metro
The results of the elec-

tion for new members of 
the Club Metro committee 

At the back- Leroy Thompson (Manager), Wayne Anderson, Mac McCal-
lion and Robert Allen (All three are RSA representatives) and John Cosford. 
In the front – Helen Tilley, Mike Neho, Dilly Twomey, Geraldine Tomlin and 

Michele Mackenzie-Smith

were announced at their 
recent AGM. There were 
three new members and two 

existing members re-elect-
ed. The club also has a new 
President – Mike Neho.

Rev Morgan at St James Presbyterian Church
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OCTOBER ART AUCTION – Now Online 
Our latest Art sale is now online. 
Almost 300 lots spanning 450 years 
of art and historical documents 
from 1570-2020.  Artists whose 
works are for auction include Isabel 
Field (w/c), Pat Hanly, Ian Scott,  
 

 
 

Isabel Field (1902) 55cm x 55cm (part view) 

John Drawbridge, Marilynn Webb, 
Patterson Parkin, Violet Whiteman, 
Ebenezer Wake Cook, Dennis Taylor, 
Carl Laugesen, Joan Grehan and 
many others.  Also a wide range of 
N.Z. and overseas photographers 
from 19th and early 20th Centuries.  
Plus two very early maps by 
Abraham Ortelius, John Speed and 
an original Tallis map of N.Z. (1852). 
 

FREE online CATALOGUE now at: 
www.HeritageArtNZ.com 
When you register to receive our FREE 
online catalogue you will also receive a 
free PDF copy of the scarce first edition 
of New Zealand Art Auction Records.   

 
 

Pat Hanly (1973) 54cm x 54cm 

 
 

 
 

Heritage House, 136 St Hill St 
Whanganui. Tel. 027 471 2242 
 

Website: www.HeritageArtNZ.com  
Director:  Henry Newrick 
Email: Henry@HeritageArtNZ.com   
Mail:   P.O. Box 4085 Whanganui 4541 

Rare opportunity to acquire a 
painting by internationally known 

Whanganui artist
Following the recent 

closure of the WHMil-
bank gallery, Heritage Art 
Auctions is pleased to be 
�������	 ��*�	 ���	 �^
*-
ples of paintings by the 
late Whanganui artist Joan 
Grehan.

Joan Grehan (nee Bro-
die) was born in Wan-
ganui in 1920 and educat-
ed at the Wanganui Girls 
College before studying at 
the Canterbury College of 
Fine Arts.  Following the 
Second World War she 
��'�	���	[�
�
��$	����	'��	
Australia and then, in the 
'������+�	 �'	 *
�!	 �
�����	
New Zealand artists, for 
London in 1954, where 
she undertook further 
study. 

���	 ��	 ��^�	 �~	 !�
��	
Joan Grehan lived a no-
*
���	 ��'�$	 :
���"��!	 ��	
Australia, Europe, Af-
rica and the Middle East. 
During this period, she 
���	 ����	 �^��������	 ��	
Cyprus, Kenya, France 
�Q
���	 �	 �"*���"�	 ����	
cities), Lebanon (Beirut) 

��	��
�!	�4�*�>	
��	����	
+
��	 ��	 ���"+	 �^��������	
in France, Spain, UK, Ita-
ly and New Zealand. 

��	 ����	 ��	 ���"����	 ��	
New Zealand, initially 
settling in the Bay of Is-
lands and then in 1996, 
�
��	 ��	��	�*�����	�'	
Whanganui. On her return 
��	 ���	 [�
�
��$	 ��	 �^-
hibited around the coun-
try.

Throughout her rich and 
colourful life, Grehan 
*
���
����	
	��**��*���	
��	 
��	 *
����	 
��	 
�	 ��	
��*�	 �'	 ��	 "��^+�����	
��
�	 ��	 ��:�*���	 |}}�	
��	��'�	�����	
�	�*+���-

sive artistic legacy.
Following her death, Bill 

Milbank was appointed to 
handle the sale of works 
'��*	 ��	 �^�����:�	 ���
���	
��	|}��	
	����	��	��	��'���	
����	 
��	 
���:�*����	
����
�����	
	�"*���	�'	��-
says was published.  Herit-
age Art has been fortunate 
��	 ���
�����	 ��*�	 �'	 ��	
��*
�����	��+���	
��	�
�	
person who purchases a 
work by Joan Grehan dur-
ing the current auction will 
also receive a free copy 
along with their purchase.

The auction catalogue is 
now open for viewing at 
����`����
��<���[���*�		
This is an online auction 
which runs for 10 days 
���	 �������	 �+��	 '��*	
~+*	 �"���
!$	 _������	
5.  Works by Joan Grehan 
will be on display at Herit-
age Art Auctions, Heritage 
`�"��$	 ���	 =�	 `���	 =�����	
'��*	 |+*��+*	 ���	 ��*-
ing Saturday and Sunday.  
_���	 ��*��	 �!	 
++����-
*���	�}|�	���	||�|>�

Further artists whose 
original works are being 
sold in this 10-day auction 

Joan Grehan 2 – A0669 Title: More Weird Than 
Wacky Medium: Acrylic on Board Estimate:

 $200-$300

Whanganui Walking tours - 
new season, new people

Whanganui Walking Tours on Satur-
�
!�	 
��	 ="��
!�	 
��	 ���"*���	 ���	
the arrival of spring. Two new guides 
– Megan and Erica – have joined the 
��
*	
��	�������$	��	�"����	
��	����-
ing forward to showing not only visitors 
�"�	 
���	 ���
��$	 ��*�	 �'	 �
��
�"���	
fascinating heritage stories.

Lindsay Rehn, chair of the Whan-
ganui Walking Tours volunteers, says 
they are pleased with the growth in the 
�"*���	 �'	 +��+��	  ������	 ��	 �
�����	
tours. Part of that growth was due to the 
�����
��	��	��	�"*���	�'	���	[�
�
��-
ers visiting Whanganui post-Covid. 

These visitors, and those who have re-
turned to Whanganui after having been 

�
!	'��	��*�	��*�$	
:�	����	
*
¡��	
at how Whanganui has developed a 
strong sense of identity as an arts and 
heritage centre. They have been keen to 
��
��	*���	�'	�
��
�"���	�����!	
��	
the stories behind events.

More recently, there have been good 

�"*����	 �'	 ������
����
�	 :�������$	 ��+�-
��
��!	'��*	<"���
��
$	`"��
�!$	����
$	��	
USA, Canada, Norway and the UK.

Each of the guides has a long inter-
est in the history of Whanganui and the 
�
��
�"�	 4�����	 
��	 �
�	 *
��	 ��	
�}�*��"��	��"�	
	*�*��
���	�^+��������	
The tours start at the i-site, go along the 
��:������$	 
�����	 ��	 Q��
�����$	 
����	 ��	
�!���	&���
��$	"+	��	Q"���
*"�@"�����	
Q
��$	
�����	\������
	<:�	��	&�����	]
�-
����	
��	*���	��'���	���"�����	��	��	��
site.

��	��"��	�
��	+�
��	
�	�}
*	
��	|+*	
on both Saturdays and Sundays. The cost 
is only $15 per person. You can book 
through the Whanganui i-site either in 
+�����	��	�!	+�����	}�	���	}~}��

��	 ��
*	 �����*��	 ����	 :��"�����	
�"����	 ��	  ���	 ��*�	 �'	 !�"	 
��	 �����-
ested, check out their website  www.
�
��
�"��
�������"�������¡	 
��	 �*
��	
�
��
�"��
�������"��£�*
�����*�	
��!	��"��	��:�	��	�
�	'��*	!�"�

Murray Whitlock, Lindsay Rehm, Megan Orme-Whitlock, Erica Duggan 
and Norm Boothby

include Isabel Field, Pat 
Hanly, John Drawbridge, 
Ian Scott, Marilynn Webb, 
Nugent Welch, Violet 

����*
�$	]�����	&
���	

��	�"*���"�	������		&
�-
alogue available at www.
`����
��<���[���*�	
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Social media solutions for businesses 
- content creation workshop

How does having an en-
tire year’s worth of mar-
keting content planned 
out, in advance sound?

Karla is a Whanganui 
local and founder of You 
Need Me Creative Studio. 
With 15+ years industry 
experience, specialising 
in Brand Strategy, Mar-
keting and Graphic de-
sign, she has been work-
ing with business owners 
doing great things. 

Earlier this year, Karla 
launched BID SOCIAL, 
which provides social 
media solutions to busi-
nesses. This was born 
out of a need Karla was 
�
����	 �����
��	 '��*	
business owners needing 
�"++���$	�+�����
��!	���	
social media.

“I’ve seen too many 
business owners burnt 
out, struggling to wear all 
the hats and come up with 
quality marketing content 
day after day. I want to do 
something to aid this, so 
I thought I’d do a work-
shop.”

Every participant (all 
levels welcome) will 
walk away with an entire 
year’s worth of content 

ideas to market their busi-
ness. Content will be suit-
able for omnichannel mar-
keting across all platforms 
of choice. 

It is limited to just ten 
spots, and with just a few 
spaces left Karla would 
love to hear from anyone 
interested.

 Saturday 14th October 
9am – 12:15pm, morn-

ing tea included 
Venue: Sport Whanganui 
Cost: $299 inc. 
Contact Karla on 

0274052139 or youneed-
karla@gmail.com 

www.youneedme.co.nz 
www.bidsocial.co.nz

Winners from the Great Whanganui Literary Treasure Hunt
The Great Whanganui 

Literary Treasure hunt 
was organised as a lead 
up to the Whanganui Lit-
erary Festival with its of-
���
�	�
"��	��	����
!	|�	

October.
The idea of a literary 

treasure hunt originated 
with 13-year-old Alex-
ander Beitchef, who vol-
"������	 
�	 ��	 &
��������	

Library. He hoped that it 
would not only be fun for 
young people but would 
also encourage more peo-
ple to come to the library 
��+���
��!	 ��	 &
��������	

one.
His mother wrote all the 

questions, and the clues 
were put onto A3 sheets 
and stuck into windows 
of shops and businesses 
along the route of The 
Tide bus route between 
&
��������	 
��	 <�
*���	
There was one on the RCP 
window in Ingestre Street. 
To help those searching, 
volunteers went on The 
Tide bus on Saturday 16 
to point out where to look. 
There was also free rides 
on The Tide.

Organising the hunt as 
well as the afternoon tea 
and prizes at the Davis 
Library on Wednesday, 27 
=�+��*���$	�
�	&
��������	
Librarian Annette Scarfe. 

The clues are being left 
up on the windows as a 
great school holidays exer-
cise. You can get an ‘entry’ 
sheet (sorry prizes have 
been handed out already) 
from one of the libraries.

Chair of the Whanganui 
Literary Festival Joan 
Rosier-Jones thought the 
treasure hunt was a “bril-
liant idea,” and that they 
might check in on Alex-
ander for ideas for future 
literary festivals.

Alxander himself 
thanked everyone for com-
ing and made an advertis-
���	 +�"�	 '��	 &
��������	
Library, which “is always 
open and you are wel-
comed.”

Of all the entries only six 
were fully correct. Five 
were there to receive their 
prizes. 

From 
the left: 

Alexis 
aged 7, 

Vib-
baa (5), 
Vivaan 

(9), 
Kaitlyn, 

(13) 
and 

Sophia 
(10)

You Need Me 
Creative Studio 
founder, Karla
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Buying from locally owned & operated businesses makes economic and social sense
Often we equate buy-

ing local with paying 
higher prices and we 
all want a bargain. But 
sometimes buying lo-
cally can be cheaper and 
there are some other 
important factors – eco-
nomic, environmental 
and moral – which we 
need to consider where 
we choose to buy.

The economics of 
buying local

Buying local is buying 
something from a busi-
ness in Whanganui that 
is owned by a member 
of our community who 
has decision making 

control over the business 
and business operations. 
Buying from a New 
Zealand wide retailer as 
opposed to an overseas 
owned business also has 
advantages but to adapt 
the ultimate is buying 
from a local in our own 
community.

Research in the USA 
shows that compared 
to chain stores, locally 
owned businesses recycle 
a much larger share 
of their revenue back 
into the local economy, 
enriching the whole com-
*"���!�	��	��"���	
��	
for every dollar spent at 

independent businesses 
the return is three times 
more money to the local 
economy than one spent 
at a chain and almost 50 
times more than buying 
from an online mega-
retailer. This is because 
local businesses are more 
likely to use other local 
businesses for supplies, 
services, maintenance 
and repairs. 

=�*�	�'	��	+����	
made by companies 
based in New Zealand 
with foreign ownership 
or foreign interests, end 
up overseas, instead of 
being re-invested here. 

Some big businesses 
are able to avoid paying 
much tax to the New 
Zealand Government 
whereas local businesses 
pay their fair share. 

Locally owned busi-
nesses create more jobs 
locally and, in some 
sectors, provide better 
�
���	
��	�������	�
�	
the chains do. Employ-
ees are generally closer 
to their employers and 
working relationships 
are stronger. Opportuni-
ties for practical training 
and development can be 
greater.

Sometimes we com-

plain about the increas-
ing lack of competition 
with takeovers and 
mergers on a national 
or international scale. 
Communities need local 
marketplaces of many 
small businesses as a 
way to ensure innova-
tion, competition and low 
prices over the long term.

Local businesses select 
their products, not on 
national sales plans and a 
���	��¡�	���	
��$	�"�	*���	
on their own interests 
and the needs of their lo-
cal customers, guarantee-
ing a much broader range 
of product choices. 

R

R

SAINT-GOBAIN

T H E
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Why buy from locally owned and operated businesses?
The most important reason, from a commu-

nity perspective, to buy from locally owned 
and operated businesses, is that it keeps 
money and jobs in the town. Compared to 
other businesses, locally owned ones recycle 
a much larger share of their revenue back into 
the local economy. They are more likely to 
support other locally owned businesses, be-
ing able to make decisions without referring 
��	�
�	����	��	<"���
��	��	���������

Locally owned businesses are generally 
more distinctive and in the age of globaliza-
tion, it is important that we support our one-
of-a-kind operations. Shops are more likely 
to sell locally produced goods, rather than the 
mass produced, albeit cheap, but standardised 
items from overseas. 

They normally operate out of small shops or 

factories, which require comparatively little 
infrastructure. They are more likely to be 
found along the main streets, as in Victoria 
<:�	��	��	�"�"���$	�����	��	����	+��+��	
live and work.

The presence of a variety of locally owned 
and operated businesses keeps everyone 
‘honest’ with down-to-earth competition. 
They know that they are directly responsible 
to their customers rather than out-of-town 
business managers. Good, friendly customer 
service becomes a necessary feature of the 
business, once you know them as individu-
als.

We probably don’t need campaigns to 
convince us of the logic of buying from lo-
cally owned and operated businesses. It just 
makes good economic and social sense. 

“You can’t buy 

HAPPINESS 
but you can buy 

LOCAL 
and that’s kind of the same” 

- unknown



14 - RIVER CITY PRESS, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2023



RIVER CITY PRESS, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2023 - 15

Expressions of gratitude 
go a long way

Over 100 countries cel-
ebrate World Teachers’ 
Day with most but not all 
choosing October 5 as the 
day. The event recognizes 
the critical role that teach-
ers play in shaping the fu-
ture of our world. In 2023, 
the theme for the day is 
"The teachers we need for 
the education we want: 
The global imperative to 
reverse the teacher short-
age".

Past themes have in-
cluded Teacher Empow-
erment (2017) and The 
Transformation of Educa-
tion Begins With Teachers 
(2022).

This year's celebrations 
aim to highlight the im-
portance of stopping the 
decline in the number of 
teachers and then starting 
to increase that number 
at the top of the global 
agenda.

����	 ���	 ��	 ��������!	
a day to show teacher ap-
preciation, it’s also a time 
to consider bigger issues 
related to teaching and 
education. 

Schools and communi-
ties can (and should) take 
several approaches to cel-
ebrating World Teachers 
Day 2023. First, spend the 
day appreciating teachers, 
publicly and privately, for 
their hard work. As this 
days is part of the school 
holidays, you might have 
to wait till the following 
week.

Thanks and expressions 
of gratitude can go a long 
way and will be appreci-
ated.

However, while appreci-
ation gifts and thank-you 
notes are lovely, teachers 
also need recognition of 
��	 ���"��	 ��!	 '
��$	 �-
nancial and administrative 
support of their actions, 
and respect for their skill 
and expertise. 

Strengthen the parent/teacher relationships
Teachers are the unsung heroes of our society, tire-

lessly dedicating themselves to shaping the minds of 
the next generation. As we celebrate World Teachers' 
Day on the 5th of October, let us not forget the vital 
role that parents play in this educational journey. The 
collaboration between teachers and parents is not 
just an option; it's an essential component of a child's 
success. One essential aspect that often gets over-
looked in the education system is the importance of 
teacher and parent collaboration. 

The teacher-parent partnership is one that can 
�������
���!	�*+
��	
	����¦�	��"�
����
�	 �"���!�	��	
involves teachers and parents working together to 
create a supportive and enriching learning environ-
ment for the student. 

When teachers and parents collaborate, they can 
identify strengths and opportunities that exist within 
a school. This enables a school to tailor their ap-
+��
�	��	*���	��	��"����	��**"���!��	�+�����	
needs. At an individual level, teachers can provide 
targeted support in areas where a student may be 

���"������$	����	+
�����	�
�	����'����	����	������	
at home. The result is often improved academic per-
'��*
���	
��	
	*���	��������$	*���:
���	��
�����	
community.

Education is not just about academic achievement; 
it's also about nurturing well-rounded individu-
als. Teachers and parents working together can 
ensure that their child's education includes not only 
subjects like mathematics and science but also life 
skills, values, and character development relevant to 
the lives of Whanganui students. 

On this World Teachers' Day, let's not only cel-
ebrate our teachers but also pledge to strengthen the 
teacher-parent partnership. 

- Supplied by Rutherford Junior High

On Thursday, the 26th of October, Rutherford Junior 
High School invites their community to join them for a 
hui to understand what their community wants for their 
kura. There will be two hui sessions: one at 3.15pm 
and one at 6.15pm. Light refreshments will be provid-
ed as will childcare for the 3.15pm session. Schools are 
committed to listening to their community, so please 
do make your constructive voices heard.

Rutherford Junior High 
invite parents to come 

to constructive meetings

Exhibition opening at Eightyeight Putiki
��������	
���

Local artists Helene 

Hall and Katie Hedgman-
Dalton are teaming up to 
exhibit new works from 
their individual studios 
this October at Eight-
yeight Putiki.

In a press release, 
Hall’s new body of 
work features “exquisite 
gouache paintings of 
���	[�
�
��	�"���������	
and will be accompanied 
by the launch of her 2024 
calendar. 

A graphic designer by 
day, Hall works across 
many mediums — digi-
tal, mixed media and 
gouache painting – and 
'�
�"���	�"��������	��	��	
colourful stationery line. 

“[But] the physical act 
of brushing paint onto pa-

per has evolved these into 
��
�	+�����$�	��	�
���

Hedgman-Dalton’s 
mixed media pieces — 
referred to by her as 
‘bookery’ — will be her 
contribution in the dual 
show. 

“She combines her love 
of stitch, texture and text 
in a scattering of hand-
made books that beg to be 
��"���	
��	�^+�����$�	
the release states.

“I’ve included a fa-
vourite poem by Kahlil 
Gibran and some of my 
own writing, to accom-
pany the visual and tactile 
�
��
��:��	�
��	`���*
��
Dalton.

“It’s going to be a show 
of extremes,’’ she adds. 

‘“Helene’s deliberate 
brushwork and use of 

colour, and my [almost] 
chaotic marks and more 
sombre palette are a bit of 
a contrast. And we both 
look forward to sharing it 
���	!�"���

The exhibition will run 
for four weeks. 

Eightyeight Putiki at 
88 Putiki Drive

Opening night is Thurs-
day, October 12, from 
5.30pm-7pm at Eight-
yeight Putiki - 88 Putiki 
Drive, Whanganui.
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Fiji Language Week celebrates the cul-
ture and language of Fiji. In 2023, Fiji 
Language Week starts Sunday, 8 Octo-
���	
��	������	=
�"��
!	��	_�������

����	
��	����	����
�	�
��"
���	��	
Fiji: English, Fijian and Hindi (Al-
��"�	��	��	
	��
����	*"�	��������	
from what is spoken in India.). Native 
�� �
��	�+�
�	�� �
�	
�	����	����	�
�-
guage, Indo-Fijians speak Hindi as their 
����	�
��"
��$	
��	���	���"+�	�+�
�	
English as a second language.

Fiji Language Week celebrates the na-
tive Fijian language. 

Here are some useful words and 
expressions.

��	`��	��	�� �
�	�
!	����©	�"�
ª	Q��-
nounced 'boo-lah', it is by far the most 
common greeting. 

|�	`��	��	���+���©	��	���+����	'��	
this would be to just say ‘bula’ back 
while keeping to the same level of genu-
ineness and enthusiasm. 

��	`��	��	!�"	�
!	�����!�©	#�����	��	
how you say goodbye. Your new Fijian 
friends may say “Vanuinui vinaka e 
nomu volau,” which means bon voyage, 

or have a good journey.
��	`��	��	!�"	�
!	+��
��©	#;���������	

Fijians are very courteous so it's impor-
tant to use proper manners. 

~�	`��	��	!�"	�
!	����!©		�'	!�"	�
��	
to apologise, you can say vosoti au 
(pronounced 'voe-sah-tee ow'), which 
translates to 'I'm sorry' or 'pardon me'.

��	`��	��	!�"	���	���+���	��	�� �©
It is best to sit cross-legged looking 

down out of respect. If you are joining 
company, shake hands with everyone who 
is already present and introduce yourself. 
There may be a welcome ceremony to the 
village. This involves drinking kava with 
the chief.

��	�
��
�"�	����	
��	4
����	Q
����
	
will be creating a wellbeing garden track 
on their property in Aramoho on Friday 
��	_������$	
��	+�
�����	��	
��
	���	
'�"��	�����$	
������	
��	����	������	
���
"	������	*������
�	+�
���>�	��!	
��	
being assisted by Dave Hutchinson of 
Whanganui Healthy Families.

Afterwards they will be celebrating 
Fiji Language Day with a shared meal of 
Fijian food.

Useful words and expressions to learn

Book in to protect the Tongariro 
Alpine Crossing

The Department of Con-
servation is introducing a 
free booking system for 
the upcoming 

Tongariro Alpine Cross-
ing season and encourag-
ing all visitors to book in 
advance. 

The system is now live 
'��	��������	'��*	��	_�-
tober onwards. 

�����	 `��
���	 ��	 ���-
gariro and DOC want to 
ensure the experience of 
walking the Crossing pro-
tects the fragile environ-
ment, respects the cultural 
�������
���	 �'	 ��	 
��
$	
and is safe and sustain-
able. 

DOC Director Heritage 
and Visitors Catherine 
Wilson, says visitor num-
bers on the Crossing are 
putting consistent pres-
sure on the conservation 
and cultural values of the 
area, as well as the infra-
structure. 

 DOC will be making 
changes to the Tongariro 
Alpine Crossing in the 
coming years, aiming to 
better manage the pres-
sures and strengthening 
cultural and heritage val-
ues of the area. 

�!	 +��
���:��!	 *
�
�-

ing the challenges fac-
ing the Tongariro Alpine 
Crossing, New Zealanders 
will help protect Tongariro 
for future generations. 

��������	 '��*	 ��	 ��
-
son will inform the man-
agement of the Crossing 
and visitor information 
and feedback will help 
us shape future improve-
ments  says Catherine 
Wilson. 

�����	 `��
���	 ��	 ���-
gariro spokesperson Te 
Ngaehe Wanikau, says 
the spiritual, cultural and 

physical wellbeing of the 
maunga and its environ-
ment are paramount. 

�:��!����	 ����	 ���	 ����	
that. Our enduring advo-
cacy is that rangatiratanga, 
manaakitanga, kaitiaki-
tanga and the associate ti-
�
��
	�'	�
�

��	�
��
�
	
�
�

��	 ���"
	 ����	 ��	
��������	 ��	 ��	 +!���
�	
application in manage-
ment and operations. 

Any action or activ-
ity within the area will 
��	 �
���	 ��*�!	 ��	 ����	
values  says Te Ngaehe 

Wanikau.  
����
����	�
����
�	Q
��	

has Dual World Heritage 
status for its cultural and 
natural heritage values. 

Although bookings are 
highly encouraged, they 
are not compulsory. Visi-
tors who turn up at the 
Crossing without a book-
ing will not be penalised. 

Visitors who have a 
Tongariro Northern Cir-
cuit hut or campsite 
booking are exempt from 
booking through the new 
system. 

One-off guitar to be sold for charity
���
�	�"��
�	*
���	����	&������	
�	+��*����	��*�	

time ago to make a special guitar for Craig Cawley of 
the Gatshack. The two recently met at the funeral for 
 
¡¡	+�
!��	<����
	&�
�'���$		
��	����	����	&�
��	�
�	
the guitar was ready.

It is described as “a beautifully crafted instrument 
*
��	'��*	���
�	
���������	��	��	
	������	*
��	���	
in Whanganui. 

The idea was for it to be sold and the proceeds to 
��	��	�=	�*"���+��	���������>�	&�
��	�
�	��	�*+������	
���	��$	�
�	�	������	��	�"!	��	
��	���
��	��	*���!�
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��	 
	 ������	 �"��
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�	 
	 ��'�	 '��	
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��	
��	��	����	���	��	���	'��	�
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��	'��	«�|}}$	���	��	+�������	��	��	��	�=�	
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��	�
!�$	��	�
�	��	��"���	���	�
�	����	���	�
�	
I cried.” The guitar for sale.

Tongariro Alpine Crossing

At the back 
Senimelia, 

Sereana, Stel-
lorina, Motea 

and Alani-
eta. In the 

front Ezra, 
Nemesio, Isla. 

(other Fijian 
students were 

away as it 
was in the 
holidays)
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Trial flight or training packages at Wanganui Aero Club
The Wanganui Aero 

Club has over 80 years’ 
experience training 

Come and enjoy a trial 
�������������	�	��

�����������������
�����������!���"����#���������#��
����������
 

Lions Club legacy continues with Tot Town Railway
- Stewart Kelly, Presi-

dent
The Tot Town Railway 

is the signature project of 
the Lions Club of Wan-
ganui since 1963. Yes, a 
total of 60 years and still 
serving the public. The 
President of Lions Inter-
national from the USA 
����
���	��	�+������

We have two trains; 
the original was built 
only two years after our 
Club was chartered by 
the workers at the then 
Railway Workshops Ara-
moho Plant Zone. This 
train was retired in 2007 
but still operational and 
replaced with the current 
one thanks to a generous 
donation by Powerco 
Trust.

Lions members vol-
unteer to run the train 
every weekend and 
school holidays (weather 
permitting), providing 
family entertainment for 
locals and visitors alike. 
They also run the ride-on 
Beetles.

��	�������	�'	��	���	
Town Railway to the 
community is seen in a 
number of ways. Firstly, 
the look of enjoyment on 

the faces of all genera-
tions who ride the rails. 
Secondly, we have a 
small shop providing 
sweets, ice creams and 
cold drinks to the public 
��
���	�!	���
�	!�"��	
students. They are part of 
our Youth Development 
programme and are taught 
the skills associated with 
customer relations, stock 
management and EFT-
POS transactions. 

<��	��	+�����	
��	

returned to the public to 
organizations rather than 
individuals. We currently 
support UCOL Scholar-
ships, Riding for the Disa-
bled, Koha Shed, the City 
Mission, Youth Speech 
Contests, Whanganui-
4
����¬�����
�*
����	
Cancer Society, Camp 
Quality Luncheons, 
Salvation Army and the 
Starship Hospital to name 
a few.

Kowhai Park stands as a 

testimony to the goodwill, 
enthusiasm and forward 
thinking of various 
Service Clubs, Councils, 
citizens and indeed the 
benefactors during the 
late 1950s.

This ethos stands true 
today as the community 
gets together for working 
bees, repairs, and main-
tenance. They welcome 
new members. For further 
information contact 027 
4473851.

recreational and com-
mercial pilots. 

The club has a very 

active social scene with 
���"�
�	¦�!	
�
!¦	���+�	
to locations all around 

New Zealand, weekly 
get-togethers at their 
club rooms and partici-

pate widely in local and 
national sports and avia-
tion competitions.

The club is open 7 
days a week including 
school holidays. You 
�
�	����	
	���
�	����	
which gives you hands 
on experience. Gift 
vouchers also available.

Refer to advert for 
more information.
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Local photographers’ showcase best work for exhibition
From the creative 

to the documentary, 
Whanganui photogra-

phers will be showcas-
ing their best work at 
the upcoming annual 

Whanganui Camera 
Club exhibition. The 
Exhibition, which opens 

on Saturday, 7 October 
and runs till Saturday, 
14 October at the Com-
munity Arts Centre, 
Taupo Quay, is a chance 
for the public to see 
some of the best of Club 
members’ photography 
from the past year.

The main Front Gal-
lery will feature the 
ever-popular classic 
framed prints in colour 
and monochrome, while 
the Centre’s Back Gal-
lery will feature Photo 
Art - Outside the Square 
— works that showcase 
creative, multidimen-
sional imagery.

Another highlight 
will be the feature wall 
"Whanganui is peo-
ple ... he tangata, he 
tangata, he tangata" – a 
giant collage of black 
and white images of 
Whanganui folk going 
about their ordinary — 

and not-so-ordinary — 
daily lives. 

Entry to the Exhibition 
is free, and all are wel-
come, Opening hours 
are Saturday 7 & 14 
October 9am-2pm and 
Sunday 8th – Friday 
13th 10am-2pm.

For more information 
about the Whanganui 
Camera Club visit 
www.whanganuicam-
eraclub.org.nz.

Whanganui Camera 
Club patron Bev-
erley Sinclair and 

exhibition organiser 
Heather Mackenzie 
selecting images for 

the feature wall. 
Photo credit: Lynette 

Vallely

Musicians Club 
night celebrates the 

changing season

��	��"�	\���¡$	<��!��	�
*	�
��$	�����	=�
��$	4
-
zor and the Blades, Wireless, Heti & Hope ... the list of 
local bands playing on the stage goes on and on. The 
Musician Club reaches out into the community to sup-
port musical talent in Whanganui. Once a month, on 
��	����	����
!$	��	��"�	+��:����	
�	��:����*���	'��	
our musicians to interact with a supportive audience. 
The members of the club congregate to enjoy an even-
ing of good cheer where cooperation trumps competi-
tion and everyone wins. Well, that’s the idea.

If you have never been to a Musicians Club Night, 
now is the time to come down to the hall on Drews 
Ave and join the party. This month is a celebration of 
changing seasons, with spring and summer in the air. It 
is a callout to local bands and solo performers to come 
down and put your name on the board and perform. It 
is a callout to music lovers to come down and partici-
pate with a community of Whanganui musos who are 
keeping music live.

The club’s motto, “It’s all about the music” can be 
translated to “It’s all about having a good time”. Bring 
your own food and drink, and bring the children. Doors 
open at 7pm. We look forward to welcoming you.

Friday 6 October, 7pm @ Whanganui Musicians 
Club, 65 Drews Ave

General Admission $15, Members $10

Blue Veinz vocalist, Darren Ahern
�������������������

River City Press
Positive story ideas and 

advertising most welcome
Fully viewable online at www.rivercitypress.co.nz and 

on our Facebook page. Phone us on 345 3666 or 
email rivercitypress@xtra.co.nz
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Comedy stage show - ‘Ladies Night’ coming to Whanganui
Well-known comedian 

Mark Wright (That Com-
edy Show, Comedy Cen-
tral, Shark In The Park, 
The Billy T James Show, 
Shortland Street, Power 
Rangers) is back at what 
he does best — mak-
ing people laugh — as 
Bernie, the aging, sleazy 
nightclub owner.

Step Dave star Jono Ke-
nyon (My Life Is Murder, 
800 Words, Go Girls, The 
Hobbit) will play the hus-
tler Craig while Andrew 
Ford (Shortland Street, 
The Pickle King, Jeeves 
and Wooster) plays witty 
hospital orderly Gavin. 
Former Commonwealth 
Games gymnast turned 
actor Reid McGowan 
(Power Rangers) will 
play nervous Norman 
while Dion Murphy (The 
Strip) plays Wes, a com-
mercial cleaner whose 
large Samoan family and 

Ladies Night, the stage 
���	 
��"�	 �:�	 �����
on-their-luck Kiwi 
blokes who have a light-
bulb moment to get into 
shape and become strip-
pers, promises to be this 
year's funniest night out.

It is currently on tour 
around New Zealand and 
will be in Whanganui at 
the Royal Whanganui 
Opera House on Sunday 
15 October at 7.30pm.

You will recognize 
many of the actors from 
television. Considered 
by some to be New 
Zealand’s hottest actor, 
Mike Edward (Shortland 
Street, Power Rangers, 
The Brokenwood Mys-
teries, Spartacus) will 
play head stripper Barry 
– a V8-driving, bass-
playing man-child who 
hasn’t abandoned certain 
adolescent urges.

Ticket giveaway
The RCP has a double pass to Ladies Night to give 

away to one of our readers in a draw. All you have 
to do is to email rivercitypress@xtra.co.nz putting 
Ladies Night into the subject line and giving us your 
name and daytime phone number. Alternatively you 
��"��	�����	���	��'��*
����	����	�"�	����	
�	~|	��-
gestre Street.

The draw will be made at noon on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 10.

�"��	�
�����"��	
����	
all his major decisions. 

Completing this stellar 
cast is Frith Horan (The 
Brokenwood Mysteries, 
Hillary) playing profes-
sional dancer and ex-
stripper Glenda. 

A spur-of-the-moment 
idea to put on a strip show 
rapidly becomes a reality 
as the venue is booked 
and the seats sold. With 
the terrifying prospect of 
actually having to strip in 
front of the public only 
moments away, Craig, 
Barry, Norm, Wes and 
Gavin set about trans-
forming themselves from 
beer belly to Six Pack.

Written in 1987 by 
Anthony McCarten and 
Stephen Sinclair, Ladies 
Night was a global the-
atrical hit. The precursor 
to stage hits like Magic 
Mike starring hunky 
Channing Tatum, LA-Home energy advice at 

Tea and Topics event
The next Tea and 

Topics talk at Gonville 
Library features Nelson 
Lebo, a leader in New 
Zealand’s permaculture 
movement and co-found-
er of the Eco School. 

It will take place on 
�"���
!$	�|	_�������	��	
starts with a hot drink 
and a biscuit served 
at 10am through to 
10.30am when the pres-
entation will begin. 

Nelson Lebo has been 
working in the areas of 
�����!	�������!$	�*�	
������$	
��	������������-
vation for over a decade. 
He has consulted with 
�:��	|$}}}	�"������	
and is regularly con-
tacted by New Zealand 
media to comment on 
issues of housing and 
sustainability. 

After working in Palm-
erston North as an Eco 
Design Advisor — recog-
nized as New Zealand's 
experts in eco-home 
design and renovation — 
he is now providing free 
home energy advice in 
Whanganui through two 
����+����	+����
**���	

Nelson will speak 
on the key aspects of 
creating a warm, dry, and 

�����!	�������	�*��	
Topics include the right 
amounts of insulation, 
high-performance win-
dows, moisture manage-
ment, the best window 
treatments, dealing with 
damp sections and getting 
the most from heaters. 

DIES NIGHT has been 
translated into 16 lan-
guages and remains New 
Zealand’s most commer-

cially successful play of 
all time.

After eight sell-out 
tours of Britain, it went 

on to win The Molière 
Prize, France’s premiere 
theatre award for com-
��!$	��	|}}��	

Ladies Night stage show promises to be “funniest night out”

The House Doctor - 
Nelson Lebo
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~ Golf results ~
�	��
��
�%�&�'�
���
��
Thursday 28 September MC Medal
Ladies: Joanne Knapp 41, Elaine Everitt 44. Men: 

Mike Meyrick 34, Richard Smith 35, Sam McGregor 
36 c/b. *	+�: Allen Wills

Q��
��	����	���	��	��*�	��	���	���}
*�
* * *

Bowls results
�	�	���"	���/�#
�
4���;�����<	���:1st C Field, J Holden, 2nd  T 

Trotter, M Watson. ���	=�� ;����� <	���: 1st M 
Foster, T Ward, 2nd  J Johnston, S Tasker. /�

�>�	#�
?���
��: 1st  J McCall,  B Hourigan, M ODonnell, 2nd 
N Grant,  G Adams, R Topless. ?	�����>�	#�?��-
�
��ª	 ���	 	 ?	 �
����$	 	 �	 &������$	 �	 �
����$	 |��	 	 �	
Johnston,  M Blinkhorne, D Clarke.

‘Love Tennis’ leads to 50 new members for club
‘Love Tennis’ is a na-

tional initiative,  and most 
���	[�
�
��	������	��"��	
participate in it to encour-

��	���	*�*����	����	��	
game of tennis.

The Whanganui Tennis 
Club used it for an Open 
?
!	��	�}	=�+��*���$	
��	
as spokesperson Robert 
Scott says, “It attracted 
hundreds. We had 48 sign 
"+	 ��	 ��	 �
!	 
��	 ���	
more since.”

��	 ��"�	 
�	 "+	 ��	 �}}	
members and is a result 
of successful mergers of 
Whanganui tennis clubs a 
number of years ago. The 
��"�	 
�	 �|	 ��"���	 ���	

for social tennis. Then 
there are competitions and 
business house leagues 
and inter-club games in 
Palmerston North. But 
you can play almost any 
��*�	 !�"	 �
��$	 
�	 
�����	
��	 ��	��"���	
��	������	
��*��	���	
	'���

There are good bar and 
��"���	 '
��������	 ���	
��	 ��"�	 �
���	 ���	 ��	
=X"
�	&�"�$	���	'��*�	
part of the facilities.

��!	 
:�	 
	 ��
�	 ��	
�����	 *
���!	 ���"�	
the schools to encour-
age young ones to take 
up the sport and develop 
their skills by playing at 

the MP for Whanganui.
��	��"�	����	
���	
:�	

a ‘Vet Tournament’ over 
Heritage Weekend. You 
�
�	������:�	����	������	
rackets and get ready for 
�"�"*���	�
��������	

four of them recently re-
�
!��	 ���	 <����	 �"�'�	
��!	��*�	��*+����	���	
LED lights, enabling play 
in the evenings.

If they need more courts 
for a tournament such as 
the Masters Games or 
��	 �
����
�	 �����	 ��"�-
nament, they can access 
courts at the nearby City 
College and Intermediate 
schools. The courts are 
seen as among the best in 
the country. It achieved 
the honour of being named 
‘Regional Tennis Club of 
the Year’ earlier this year.

Club days are on Satur-
days and Sundays, mainly 

the courts. There is also a 
Tennis Whanganui devel-
�+*���	������

At the recent Open Day 
����	�
�	
	'"��	�
����	'��	
the SPCA and for a koha 
you had the chance to play 
against the Mayor and/or 

?��'"*Q�;Q�U���X/�*"[X�?[���
\&� [��������� \]\^� U���	�� '	��
� [stableford] 

?
:�	�������	|}$	���:��	=
**���	��$	=�����	&"�-
tis 11.

_�Q�������\]\^�[��	��_`�'�
��'	��
� [par] Craig 
Campbell 1, Damien Wallace -1, Wesley Sharrock -3.  

^� Q������� \]\^� ?����	�� &� '�
�� 4��	
 Round 
1[nett]: 4�q�� >������� _ª	 ?
:�	 �������	 ��$	 ������	
Q
��	 ��$	 ���"
	 �
����	 �}�4�q�� >������� \: John 
Deighton 38, Bob McIntyre 48. ����q�� >�������
1ª	����
�����	`
�����		�|$	�
�		&����
�	�������q��
>�������\: Jean Walsh 35. 
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���}
*��|��}+*�	="**��	*�*�����+	
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Squash results
Rivercity Squash Club Champions 2023
4���4	�����: Brendon Davies ������4	�����:�

Lisa King 4��� >���
��: Bryan Stent/Matt Rat-
�����������>���
��: Trin McCarthy/Sarah Davies 
4�{��� >���
��ª	 =
�
	 ?
:�����
��	 4
������	 4���
U�;�	��ª	?
��!	?��*
�	������"�;�	��: Shan-
non Crombie 4��� "� ;�	��ª	 �����	 �����	 ������
>�;�	��:�Lisa King 4���>�;�	��: Eli Flemming 
������ �� ;�	��: Renee Rogers 4��� �� ;�	��: 
Brendon Davies ������Q���;�	��: Sarah Davies 
4���Q���;�	��ª	�
��	4
������	4����|�������: 
Brianna Arthur U	���<
	�: Lisa King

<�!���	����������	��	������	�"�	*���	
��"�	+�
!���	
Squash please contact the Club Captains – Julie – Ph 
}|��}�����		��	Q
"�	}|�	||�	��}~

Whanganui hosts Lower North Island 
U13 Hockey Festival

The annual under 13 
Girls Hockey Festival 
�
�	�"�	
�	��	��?��
���	
Whanganui Hockey turf 

�	 �}	 <�*
	 4�
�	 '��*	
Sunday to Tuesday, Oc-
�����	�	 ��	��	����	����	
|�	 ��
*�	 ��:��:��	 ���	
four teams each from the 
Wairarapa, Wellington 
and Taranaki, three teams 
'��*	��	�
�
�
�¯$	 ���	
teams each from Whan-
ganui, Poverty Bay, and 
��	`
����	�
!	
��	���	
team each from Central 
`
����	�
!	
��	`����-
henua.

���	��
���	�
�	
	��
�	
mixture,” Organiser Ro-
�����	����	�
��$	���	
	
beautiful day on the Sun-
day, a good Monday, un-
���	���}+*	���	��	�
��	
�����!	 ������	 ��	 �"�'	

��	 
�	 �:���
��$	 ����!$	
cold Tuesday.”

“The main focus,” she 
�^+�
����$	 ��
�	 ��	 ��-
velop playing skills, en-
courage friendships and 

promote their interest in 
continuing in hockey.” It 
�
�	 
���	 
�	 �++���"���!	
for the junior umpires to 
�
��	 �^+�������$	 ����	
being mentored by senior 
umpires.

The Whanganui teams 
����	 �
*��	 ��	 �
�-
ganui Kookaburras and 
the Whanganui Mazon. 
The players had attended 

	 ������	 ��:���+*���	
programme back in June 

before returning to play 
for their schools. They 
came back in September, 
����	 ��!	 ����	 +"�	 ����	
���	 ��
*�	����	������"-
ing to train together.

��	 �
*��	 
��	 ��
����$	
���	 ��	 ��
*	 ����������	
of 8 to 11 players. Along 
���	 ��
���$	 *
�
�-

'	#����/	���������
	������

�����_� 

ers and supporters, there 
��"��	
:�	����	�:��	�}}	
involved.

There have been other 
age group festivals. The 
°����	 �~	 ��!�	 ����	 ��	
Stratford and the Under 
15 girls played at Cart-
�����$	 ����	 ���!	 ����	
through unbeaten.”

Learn to sail coaching days

There is nothing better than having a 
hobby that you enjoy and adding some 
��*+�������	 ����	 ��	*�^$	 �'	!�"	����
Competition can make sailing even 
*���	�� �!
����	?�	!�"	����	��	�
���	
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��	��	�� �!	��$	
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The Whanganui Sailing Club has 
����	 
��"��	 '��	 �:��	 ��}	 !�
���	 ��	
club has great facilities and best of all 
our river estuary provides some of the 
best, most enjoyable sailing conditions 
in the country. Whanganui sailors ben-
���	'��*	��	���
�	�������!	�����	'��*	
������	 �"�	 
���	 ��	 +���������	 ������	
��	���"
�!	'��*	��	��
	�������	

Sailing is really enjoyable.  Once you 
��
��	��	 ��	*
��	
	��
�	*�:�	"����	
��	+����	�'	����$	!�"	�
�	�
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racing. It doesn’t need to be scary.  Eve-
�!���	 ��
����	 ��*�����$	 
��	 �'	 !�"	
���+	
�	��$	!�"	����	�
��	���������	
��	
skills to tackle all sailing conditions. 

The sailing season runs from Septem-
���	��	<+���	�
�	!�
�$	���	��"�	�
����	
on most Sundays (once a fortnight or as 
��	����	
�����>�				

The Whanganui Sailing Club is a 
'������!	+�
��	�����*���	���	*�*����	
to join, and boats are available for peo-
ple to learn to sail in.  Once you have 
completed the 3-day course you can take 
+
��	��	��"�	�
�����	�����	
:���	#��	��	
�
����	�"++����		

_���	 ��*����	 �
���	 ���"�	 ����-
dence, they can take Sundays to the next 
level and have even more fun by go-
���	 ��	 �"���'�����	 �:����	 
��	 ���
��
��	
����	 
��	 "�"
��!	 ���	 �:��	 ��������	
��	 �
����
�	 �:����	 �:��	 
	��������	 
�-
����	�
�����	��	�^+�������	��������	�
��-
���	 ����������$	 ��*+���	 ���	 ��������	
�
�����	
��	�����	�*�	���	������$	�^+�-
������	 
��	 ����������	 ��	 �
��
�"�	
=
�����	&�"�	
�	����	���	
��"
�	���
��
	
���	��
���	��	�	
��	�}	�
���		���	����	
��:��:�	��^	�
���	�����	���	���	�����-
ent types of boats sailing on the Whan-
ganui river. 

��	�
��
�"�	=
�����	��"�	��	�������	
Learn to Sail coaching days on 14 and 28 
October, 2 December or 26-28 January. 
��	����	��	«�~}	+��	+������		���	*���	��-
'��*
����	 +��
��	 �*
��	 ����*
�~��|£
yahoo.co.nz. 

U����
�}�~�>		�'������
�����	�����*����4�|�����
��
�����	�����[�������#���4<��4	��������#�
?�����	��*������[�����������?�������	�����
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- Budgeting and debating -
By Carl Bates, National 

Party candidate for Whan-
ganui

Last week saw the end 
of what seemed an almost 
never-ending series of elec-
tion debates and Meet the 
Candidate sessions. But the 
��
�	 ���
��	 ��	 �
��
�"�	
was a really interesting and 
challenging one.

4"�	 �!	 ��	 �
��
�"�	
Budget Advisory Service, it 
was more of a forensic ex-
amination than debate! The 
four candidates present, 
�
����	 =
����$	 �����
*	
Arnold, Steph Lewis and 
myself, were asked a series 
of questions directly related 

to the issues that the Budget 
Advisory Service sees on a 
daily basis. 

The statistics make it 
���
�	 �
�	 �
��
�"�	 ��	
over-represented in nega-
tive economic demograph-
ics. Household incomes are 
lower, and the deprivation 
index is higher than the na-
tional average. Our Labour 
Force Participation Rate 
is seven percentage points 
lower than the New Zealand 
average, GDP per capita is 
more than $30,000 lower 
than the national average 
of $70,000,  and mortgage 

����
�����!	 
�	 ���++��	
by 8.7% in the year to June Candidates, Steph, Marion, William and Carl.

2023.
<��	 !��	 �
��
�"�	 �����	

has a lot going for it, if you 
look beyond the statistics. 
Our temperate climate is 
the envy of many, visitors 
��	 �
��
�"�	 
��	 ��
!���	
longer and spending more, 
and our arts and cafe scenes 
are great.

There’s no silver bullet to 
���:�	 �
��
�"���	 +���-
lems, though. However I 
believe that the determina-
tion of the National Party 
to rebuild the economy, get 
���
����	"����	�������$	
��	
cut red tape to allow busi-
������$	'
�*���	
��	��	��
�	
��!	�*+��!	��	+���+���	��	

are surrounded by some of 
the best and most carbon-
�������	'���	
��	����	+��-
ducers in the world.

Only a strong economy 
can end the cost-of-living 
crisis, lift incomes, lower 
mortgage rates, and fund 
the quality public services 
we all deserve. And my 
preparation for the Budget 
Advisory Service explora-
tion was a reminder to me 
that the National Party has 
the economic plan to get 
New Zealand and espe-
��
��!	 �
��
�"�	 �"�	 �'	
the doldrums and back on 
track.

Roll on October 14th.

BOOK 
NOW!
BOOK 
NOW!
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Scientifically Formulated 
Nutraceutical Pet  

Health Care Supplements
Dental & Breath Skin & Hair Vision & Optics Bone & Joint

Available at all good vet supply retailers.

& Joint& Joint

tailerrs.

Dental & BreathDental & Breath

Available a

Paws, beaks and hooves costing 
pet lovers millions

The dog days are cer-
tainly not over with ca-
nine cuties responsible for 
around 73% of pet dam-
age claims annually, AMI 
reveals.

And it’s not just paw 
prints at the scene. A dig 
through the last three 
years of claims data shows 
horses, sheep, and parrots 
feature on the suspect list 
too with cats, rabbits, and 
pigs also helping to com-
pile an incredible 15,572 
pet damage claims.

���	 ��
���
�	 �
*-
age of those claims totals 
$32 million, so perhaps 
our pets have a keen eye 
for nice things too,” says 
AMI Executive Gen-
eral Manager Consumer 
Brands Paula ter Brake, 
who shares her home with 
rescue dog Bear, and a cat 
called Rosie.  

The most commonly 
damaged household item 
by pets is carpet which 
makes up 44% of the 
list, followed by 12% for 
couches and 8% for glass-
es.

“While it’s not that sur-
prising that dogs are our 
cheekiest housemates, 

(nearly 745 of claims) 
we’ve also received claims 
for damage to property in-
curred by horses, sheep, 
and pigs. Cats were re-
sponsible for nearly 26%. 

“Canterbury is our top 
location for pet damage 
claims, which suggests 
that behind all that ag-
ricultural activity, farm 
animals are up to antics of 
their own,” says Paula.

And it seems everything 
in the house can be a chew 
toy when you have sharp 
teeth, over 20% of all 
pet damage claims made 
were for household con-
tents that had been badly 
chewed, with $7 million 
paid towards those claims.

“Glasses are most at 
risk of becoming a chew 
toy, followed by carpets, 
hearing aids, couches, 
and dentures,” Paula 
adds.

It turns out climate 
change isn’t the only 
�������"���	 ��	 ����	 �����	
Since 2020, AMI has re-
���:��	��	��
�*�	'��	����	
damage after cats turned 
on water taps while their 
owners were out.

“It seems that we should 
prepare for the peculiar if 
we have pets.”

For more tips on how to 
keep your pets from nib-
bling on furniture, visit 
https://www.spca.nz/ad-
vice-and-welfare   

- The Spot Report -
Meeting and greeting dogs safely

Colouring-in competition 
winners

The winners of the K9 Puppy Kindergarten colouring-
in competition were:

Age Group 0-8 years
Winner: Emily Stewart. 2nd: Sienna Holloway
Age Group 9-15 years 
Winner: Josephine Toohill 2nd: Sophie Brown
Prizes: 1st: Pet Essentials voucher; 2nd: Dog bowl 

and books, courtesy of K9 Puppy Kindergarten. 
Thanks to all for the bright and colourful artwork. It 

was hard to choose the winners and placegetters!

Thank you to those who 
entered the colouring 
competition last month, 
and you all did a great 
job. It is a shame there 
was not a prize for eve-
ryone. The winners’ en-
tries will be displayed at 
Pet Essentials, 35 Somme 
Parade, who were so gen-
erous to provide the 1st 
prizes. 

As the weather im-
proves, there will be more 
people and dogs out and 
about.  Please don’t be 
one of those who assume 
that all dogs are nice and 
friendly. Because a dog 
is in public, it does not 
*�
�	��	��	��������$	�����
mannered, has a nice tem-
perament, or even that 

1. Do not approach any 
strange dog, even if it 
looks friendly

2. Ask the owner’s per-
*������	 ����	 
��	 �
��	 '��	
a reply before making any 
move toward the dog

3. Greet the dog by turn-
ing side on and squatting 
down to his level

4. Avoid direct eye con-
tact and use your periph-
eral vision to observe how 
the dog reacts

5. Ask the dog’s permis-
����	
��	����	��	�
��	�'	
your hand for the dog to 
*
��	 ����	 ����
���	 ;��+	
your hand under the dog’s 
chin as hands over the 
head can be a threat

it likes strangers and or 
strange dogs. 

Approaching a strange 
dog in a public place can 
be risky if it is alone or es-
pecially if you are assum-
ing the owner is in control. 
Not all dogs are happy to 
be approached. Because 
the dog is on leash and 
cannot escape, some dogs 
feel trapped and become 
more fearful bringing out 
��	 ���	 ���+����	 
��	 
	
violent reaction. Remem-
���	 ��	 �
!���	 �	 ���	 	 ��	
����²

Meeting a dog in public 
should be a great experi-
ence if done correctly. Use 
the following tips to make 
friends with that cute dog-
gie at the end of his leash. 

6. Watch for signs that 
the owner does not trust 
the dog or does not have 
proper control

7.“Ask the owner, ask 
the dog”

For more information; 
contact Margarette who 
has been working with 
puppies, dogs and people 
since 1992 and is a Full 
Member of The Associa-
tion of Pet Dog Trainers 
NZ Inc. Phone: 343 9806 
or 027 2905013

- Woofs and barks from 
Spot
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EACH number in our Code-Cracker grid represents a different letter of
the alphabet. For example, today 14 represents C, so fill in C every
time the figure 14 appears. You have one letter in the control grid to
start you off. Enter it in the appropriate squares in the main grid and
solve the starter word.  Fill in other squares in the main and control
grids with the found letters and look for the next word. Follow the word
trail through the puzzle to its completion.
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Sudoku

Fill the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x3 
box contains the digits 
1 to 9.

All puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

ACROSS: �������&���_����!������;�����������
���+!��(������<��"�!������%�`&�!���"���'�
>��������^�����!"��^^�/_&!�"�����^��}��������
^%�@������^'�����&��$$�@��!���$�����������
$��@&&�!�������$'�[�������`�!�������^�j����!���$�
�����������������=����_�����`�����������
�$���!������%�@�(������+��!�����'�=�������;�
`�__�!����^���������`�&�����������!��������
���>������'�=����#��%;�[(#�!���%���!�������
%��/���!��"���%%�`#�_&��%��`�_���!���$�
���������������"�!����!�����@�!�������

&!�����%�]���(�������(�����!��
DOWN: ^���!�����$����������@��������#�����
��������%�`(�!!�����=�����'�
��_��������
/_&�"����^�>�!���������$�j��������
�"�!���
����!��&&����^;�[�����^$��������^��=��������
^��@!!������^��j��!����$;�`�������$���������
$^�����*�&��$��[������$%�������$��������;�
[(�������=��!�����@"(�������%����&�������
`�!���(��"���'�@&�"���;�@�!���������[!������
�^�[(��������@��������@�_���������!�(�����
������(������$�����(���%����"���������������
�'�=��"����%^�=�_������%$��������%��`#���(��
%��`���!���%'���������;���_&������������^�[!����
���@(�

H E R V I F T O S L A C Q

U D M N W Y J P K G Z B X

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

5x5
/��!���(��_����������!�
to complete ten words 
��~�����!���(���!�"�
��"�~���"�#���
More than one solution 
may be possible.
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HARD Previous solution

Previous solution

Previous crossword solution

Previous
solution
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ACROSS
1  ��������	
4  
��������	
9  �������	
14  �������	
15  Speak plainly and 
������������������	
17  �������!�"�#����	
18  Unreturnable serve 
�$	
19  ��!���!"�"��%	
20  Saying aloud for the 
&�!&������!���!"�����'	
21  Drawing implement 
��	
24  ��!�(���)*�����"��'	
25  +������	
26  Seat for two or more 
��	
29  /�#�!"��!���(���;	
31  <�����$	
32  =��������	
33  >�"�������	
35  ������$	
37  @�#������	
39  Fondly recall the past 
�'	
40  ������!���&�!�������'	
41  [!�����	
42  =��������!�����������	
47  �������������	
51  ���&*����"���\�����
��	
55  Refused to do 
������#��(��'	
56  ]�!�������^���$�$	
58  @��������	
59  [!������!������$	
60  >�!���&�������	
61  Far away in space or 
��_����	
62  [!���$	
63  @��������������	��;	

66  `(�!�"����__�����	
67  =���!��!�������	
69  [��!����'	
72  Stringed instrument 
��	
73  �������������'	
75  Sheath for handgun 
�%	
77  >���(�!*&��!����������
�$	
80  ��!��#��"���	
81  Go out in bad 
#���(�!����$��	
82  <��!��#�����	
83  
\&�����	
84  j(����\&����!���	
85  ��{�������	
DOWN
2  >�!����&���'	
3  ]���������(�����	
5  |�_&���	
6  }�!�����%	
7  =��"�������~�"�
���^��	
8  �!��"����!�"�������	
9  =�_���"�"�!���%	
10  ��!�������	
11  `����"��(!���(���	
12  >�����	
13  [!���!������%	
14  �����~!�#�!���%	
16  `&���*�����"�
"�����!����	
22  >��(�������	
23  
��(�����%	
24  Alluring beauty, 
�(�!_��%	
25  `&���#������!�&���	
27  +���������(!����%	
28  Go back on a 
&!�_�����	
30  +������������	
32  [!�&���	

34  +(�!�(�����������	
36  Speed competition 
��	
38  }����$	
42  @���_�������	
43  ����!�_�����%	
44  Pressing appliance 
��	
45  `�����������������	
46  ��_������	
48  Wages container 
�$��	
49  @��������(����!��%	
50  ��������!���$	
51  Break from a meeting 
�%	
52  <������!������������	
53  Develop a liking for 
�������^	
54  Deep singing voice 
��	
57  =��(����	
64  >�!���_�������!��&�
�'	
65  Afternoon 
&�!��!_������%	
66  ��������!!����%	
68  Unit of sound 
����������%	
70  ]���"���"��!�&������%	
71  <(��"�����	
72  ��!���"�!������	
74  `�!��������	
76  `�!������	
78  }���!���~!����	
79  `(�_������	

Jumbo crossword
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River City 
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Positive 

news stories 
welcomed

Email: rivercitypress
@xtra.co.nz
Ph. 345 3666

Sadly passed away recently...

What’s On in the 
Community No-
tices
What’s On in the Com-
munity notices are $10 
for up to 50 words. Con-
tact River City Press, 52 
Ingestre Street, Whan-
ganui, by Tuesday 1pm 
to place your advertise-
ment.

The New Zealand I know and love, 
along with the democracy that has 
served us so well and made us the 
envy of the world, is hanging by 
a thread. The lack of transparent 
government and assault on our 
democracy is dividing us as a people 
when we most need to be united. A 
divided nation cannot prosper.

Successive governments have 
signed us up to UNDRIP and other 
foreign declarations, ripping away our 
sovereignty and our right to determine 
our own path and given it to unelected 
foreign entities such as the UN, 
WHO and WEF. Who gave them the 
mandate, who asked the people for 
their permission. 

These are hard times, with declining 
foreign earnings, a housing crisis, 
rising cost of living, unchecked rising 
crime and lack of access to health 
services based on need rather than 
racial identity. 

The bureaucrats on the Wellington 
beltway and the academics in their 
ivory towers have lost sight of what 
really is important to ordinary people. 
Ideology doesn’t feed empty bellies, 
doesn’t put a warm roof over families’ 
heads or get them good health 
outcomes, doesn’t tackle crime and 
certainly won’t regrow our country’s 
lost wealth.

We need to be investing our time 
and resources in growing our wealth, 
value adding to our products to 
maximize returns for our exports. Not 
putting woke, unproductive legislative 
obstacles in the way of actually 
generating New Zealand’s export 
earnings. Without growing our wealth 
together, we cannot look after the 
vulnerable in our community.  Now 
is not the time for social experiments 

when so much is at stake. 
New Zealand First is the only party 

prepared to say what really has to 
be said and tackle the real issues 
besetting our country and all its people 
head on. We’re the only party with 
a strong record of holding the other 
+
������	'���	��	��	���	���	��	��*��	
to accountability. New Zealand First 
has strong, experienced leadership, 
��������	+�������	
��	��	����	��	�����	
the changes necessary to return our 
country back to the productive, proud 
democracy we once were. We’re on 
a mission to return New Zealand 
to what we once were, the greatest 
country on Earth. If you want to join 
many hundreds of thousands of New 
Zealanders to make that happen….

Then party vote New Zealand First
AND LET’S TAKE BACK OUR 

COUNTRY 
- William Arnold, Whanganui 

candidate for NZ First

William Arnold, Whanganui 
candidate for NZ First

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

“Let’s take back our country”

Robert Walter ALWARD, 
on 29 September 2023, aged 87 years.

Peter John (Mr B) BAIRD, 
on 26 September 2023, aged 77 years.

Frances Judith HARDAKER, 
on 20 September 2023, aged 89 years.

Lyn TAYLOR, 
on 29 September 2023, aged 84 years.

David Bernard (Bernie)WARD, 
on 23 September 2023, aged 84 years.

Murray Ross WEASTELL, 
on 1 October 2023, aged 64 years.

Alcoholics 
Anonymous
Phone 0800 229 6757. 
If you have a drinking 
problem maybe we can 
help. AA Wanganui area 
meeting list: Sunday, St 
Johns Lutheran Church 
Hall, 51 Liverpool Street, 
Wanganui, 9am; Monday, 
Friendship Hall, Morris 
Street, Marton, 7.30pm; 
Tuesday, St Johns Luther-
an Church Hall, 51 Liv-
erpool Street, Wanganui, 
12.30pm; Wednesday, St 
Luke’s Church Hall, 34 
Manuka Street, Castle-
����$	 ���}+*�	 �"���
!$	
St Johns Lutheran Church 
Hall, 51 Liverpool Street, 
Wanganui, 7.30pm; Al-

Anon (family support) 
Friday, Gonville Library 
meeting room, 12.30pm. 
Ph 0508 425 266.
An Amazing 
Opportunity
if you are interested in 
Parapsychology. There will 
be a weekend Workshop in 
November ... I have been 
there for clients “to see 
more clearly” for many, 
many years now. I am 
available 6 days a week. 
Ring for more information: 
Sandra Singleton. Psychic 
Numerologist. 06-345-
3803.
Birthright 
Whanganui AGM
To be held on Tuesday, 
17 October 2023, 6.15pm 

at the Trinity Methodist 
Church, 183 Wicksteed 
Street.
Do You Have 
Questions About 
the Bible?
Come and join us at the 
Christadelphian Hall on 
Tuesday night at 7:30pm 
for Bible-based discussion 
and a cup of tea. All are 
most welcome. 138 Great 
North Road. Email: wan-
ganui.ecclesia@outlook.
co.nz / www.thisisyourbi-
ble.com
Free Independent 
Hearing Checks
Your Way | Kia Roha - 
`�
����$	 �����	 '���	 ����-
pendent hearing checks 
at 244 Voctoria Avenue, 

Whanganui. This service is 
funded by Whaikaha, Min-
istry of Disabled People, to 
anyone 16 years and over. 
��	�����	����	��	��	�
����	
aids or make any commis-
sions from recommending 
equipment. For appoint-
ments phone 0800 008 011.
NZ Society of 
Genealogists 
Whanganui Branch
meets in the Alexander 
Heritage and Research 
Library, Monday 9 Octo-
ber, 6.45pm — “Rascals, 
ratbags and rapscallions!” 
Family Stories about the 
(often likeable) ratbags 
found in the family tree. 
Member contributions in-
vited. Individual research 
available from 6pm, and a 
cuppa before the meeting.
Porridge Watson - 
What’s On
Z Grade Movie Night on 
Thursday 5 October, fea-
turing the old Neil Breen’s 
classic, Fateful Findings. 
Saturday, 7, Porridge Wat-
son Garage Sale, 12pm. 
Porridge Family Band, 
starts 4pm Saturday. Sun-
day, Wellington Heads 
playing from 4pm. All 
events are FREE.

The Compassionate 
Friends Whanganui 
AGM
Saturday, 14th Oct, 2023. 
11am at 90 Surrey Road. 
Agenda: Chair Report; 
Finance Report; Trusteees 
and Executive Elections; 
General Business. Enquir-
ies - Keren Ph: 344-3345. 
Theosophy 
Whanganui Public 
Meeting
Usually held 2nd Sunday 
Monthly. Where: Com-
munity Arts Centre, back 
river entrance in the Awa 
Room. When: 2pm What: 
Presentation with respect-
ful discussion and com-
munication. Purpose: No 
dogma, ‘Do no harm’, 
explore ancient wisdom to 
develop self with the uni-
verse. Email: theosophy-
whanganui@gmail.com
Wanganui Spiritual 
& Awareness 
Centre
Meetings 7pm Sundays, 
Quaker Meeting Rooms, 
256 Wicksteed St. Lo-
cal or visiting speakers 
or mediums sharing their 
spiritual gifts. Join our 
healing circle, take a raf-
fle, stay for supper and 
chat. Everyone is welcome. 
Koha appreciated. See our 
Facebook page for details. 
Ph: 027-697-6308. 
Wanganui Girls’ 
College Old Girls’ 
Assn Coffee and 
Catch up Morning 
Tea
Ad Astra Hostel, 10am, 
Wednesday, 18th October. 
$10 per head.

Whanganui 
Heritage Collec-
tors Fair
Jubilee Stadium, Octo-
ber 22, 9.30am- 3.30pm. 
$2 entry. Huge range 
of antiques, collecta-
bles, vintage, includ-
ing art, glass, clothing, 
books, stamps, coins, 
po t te ry,  j ewel le ry, 
basketry, woodware, 
carpets, Crown Lynn, 
ornaments, art deco, 
furniture and more. 
Follow on Facebook 
Whanganui Heritage 
Collectors Fair.

Whanganui Mah 
Jong Club Inc
Annual General Meet-
ing, Monday, 16 October 
2023, 1pm. Masonic Club 
Rooms, Dublin Street, 
Wanganui.
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TRADES AND SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Churton School PTA runs successful 
community quiz evening

The Churton School 
PTA is an active group of 
parents ready and willing 
to organise events to raise 
funds for the school. A 
major fundraiser is their 
annual Quiz Evening (ex-
cept in Covid times), and 
the 2023 event was “a 
great night with excellent 
feedback.”

��	 �
�	 ��	 ����	 ��*�	
for committee member 
Leanne van Staden to be 
the quiz master — and 
that is not an easy job, get-

ting interesting questions, 
���	���	����"��	�"�	���	���	
easy. Then you have to, 
as chair of the PTA Vin-
cent Mansell says, “keep 
everyone engaged, make 
it a lot of fun and avoid it 
becoming too rowdy as the 
enthusiasm level mounts.”

Leanne clearly did a 
great job. The topic areas 
were — decade questions 
(the theme was ‘decades’ 
and teams could come 
dressed in their favourite 
decade costumes), sports, 

movies, NZ Landmarks, 
NZ logos and general 
knowledge.”

There were 13 tables of 
teams of up to 8 at $10 per 
person but there was also 
other fundraising on the 
night, such as auctioning 
of donated items, thanks 
to the generosity of the 
local community and busi-
nesses. The bidding was 
active, with “some clearly 
buying blind” not knowing 
what was in the boxes.

The main goal of the fun-
draising was to help pay 
for new shade sails, but the 
PTA also provides funds to 
help with school camps, 
sports scholarships (fees 
and uniforms) and library 
books.

There were spot prizes, 
one for the best dressed 
��
*	 
��	 
	 ����	 +��¡�	 �	 
	
voucher for dinner at the 
Rutland), although under-
standably, Leanne couldn’t 
remember the team. So, no 
bragging rights there.

RCP CLASSIFIEDS 
SITUATION VACANT

HEALTH & 
BEAUTY 

FREE confidential health 
checks, STI and HIV screening. 
Whanganui Hospital. Phone for 
consultation 348-1775/021- 
323-077.

PERSONAL

JADE Traditional Thai Mas-
sage. Excellent massage at 
reasonable prices. 64 Guyton 
Street. Phone 348-8466 for an 
appointment.

GET paid to exercise! Pam-
phlet Distribution require reli-
able runners to deliver RCP 
and brochures each week. 
Phone Bubs on 343-2010 or 
027-218-2010.

SITUATIONS 
VACANT 

FOR RENT
FURNISHED room or caravan 
for a single person, big TV, 
lock on door. New kitchen & 
bathroom. By Collegiate. Large 
section, quiet, sunny. No bond. 
Phone 027-344-6699. 

LAWNMOWING + 
GARDENING

LAWNMOWING + garden-
ing work wanted. Free quotes, 
phone or text 022-540-3375.
LAWNMOWING, section ti-
dy-ups, pruning, WINZ quotes. 
TEL-TX 06-344-2535 021-
0899-2345.

WANTED TO
RENT

EMPTY section or paddock to 
park self-contained van, single 
male, quiet, no pets. Text only 
021-185-9553.

Review: Pot shots the 10th Whanganui Literary Festival
By Graeme Foster, a 

published author himself
After a hiatus of three 

years with Covid-19, the 
biennial writers’ festival 
returned for 2023. There 
was a wide range of au-
thors and events. I was 
able to attend six of them

=�
�����	 ��	 �
�	 ��	
delightful, bashful, and 
funny Fiona Sussman, a 
X"
�����	 ������$	 �����-
taining us as a writer. One 
of her earliest books was 
listed as a crime novel 
and since then, she has 
deliberately written one 
in that genre.

The acerbic Sue Mc-
Cauley is from Dannev-
irke and said that “it is 
so remote that no one 
knows that I am a well-
known writer.” Her early 
career as a writer was 
boosted with the well-
known 1982 novel ‘Other 
Halves.’ As she spoke 

it was evident that she is 
most comfortable writing 
about those other halves – 
ordinary folk.

Stephanie Johnston was 
interviewed by Hamish 
McDouall and said how 
��	 
�	����	 ��	����	 '�
�-
ful that the outcome of 
Covid-19 was going to be 
much worse than what, so 
far, it has been. Having a 
long list of publications, 
she has now been motivat-
ed to write a novel set in a 
world-wide plague.

On the Sunday, I went to 
three talks. Witi Ihimaera 
would have the largest col-
lection of published books 
and probably attracted the 
largest audience. His pas-
sion is to write in our local 
cultural style, Pakeha as 
����	
�	������

Gardener Gordon Col-
lier spoke on ‘Up the Gar-
den Path,’ commenting on 
the quality and variety of 

plants available in New 
Zealand gardens, open for 
public viewing. He was 
�������!	�
��!�

Finally, there was his-
torian Jock Phillips who 
has written a book on ‘A 
History of NZ in 100 Ob-
jects.’ He chose to speak 
on ten historical items of 
sewing, complete with 
illustrations. One exam-
ple was an early Singer 
sewing machine salvaged 
from the 1886 Tarawera 
eruption.

There were two high-
�����	 '��	 *��	 ��	 ����	
was when Witi Ihimaera 
mentioned he was born 
on February 7, 1944 – the 
same day as me.

The second was when I 
was in the right seat at the 
right time, winning a copy 
of Jock Phillip’s book 
‘Our Land in Colour.’ I 
have never before won 
anything free. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES   /   ENTERTAINMENT

          Emergency.. ......................................111

City Mission/Foodbank  ............ ..345 2139

Women’s Refuge Wanganui ........ 344 2204

NEED HELP?

52 Ingestre St
Email: rivercitypress@xtra.co.nz 

RCP  
Place your advert today 

- ph. 345 3666 

LAWN MOWING

PAINTER

SECTION 101 
SALE AND 
SUPPLY OF 

ALCOHOL ACT 
2012

LunarTech Limited, 30 
Drews Avenue, Whan-
ganui has made appli-
cation to the District 
Licensing Committee 
at Whanganui for the 
variation of conditions 
on renewal of an On 
License in respect of 
the premises situated 
at 30 Drews Avenue, 
Whanganui, known as 
Porridge Watson.

 The General nature of 
the business conduct-
ed under the license is 
a Tavern. The Days on 
which and the hours 
during which alcohol 
is intended to be sold 
is 10.00am to 1.00am 
the following day, 
Monday - Sunday. 

The application may 
be inspected during or-
���
�!	 ����	 �"��	 
�	
��	����	�'	��	�
�-
ganui Licensing Com-
mittee, 101 Guyton 
Street, Whanganui.

 Any person who is 
entitled to object and 
who wishes to object 
to the issue of the li-
cence may, not later 
than 25 working days 

'���	 ��	 ����	 �
��	 �'	
the publication of this 
������$	���	
	������	 ��	
writing of the objec-
tion with the Secretary 
of the District Licens-
ing Committee at 
DLCadministration@
whanganui.govt.nz.

No objection to the is-
sue of a license may 
be made in relation 
to a matter other than 

	 *
����	 �+������	 ��	
section 131 of the Sale 
and Supply of Alcohol 
Act 2012. 

���	 ��	 ��	����	 +"���-
cation of this notice.

FRUIT &
PRODUCE

GINZA. Always buying, al-
ways selling. Good used furni-
ture, antiques, China and col-
lectables. Call Ginza 345-3154.

RANGES + dishwashers in 
reasonable condition etc. Can 
pick up. Please Ph: 344-7503 or 
021-0823-6126.
URGENTLY wanted two fe-
male Chinese Quail. Also, Zebra 
Finches for sale. Phone/text 
027-449-4161.

WORK  
WANTED

WANTED TO
BUY

FRESH  vegetables avail-
able, open Thursdays, Fridays. 
Laugeson’s Gardens, Westmere 
Road.

A builder, renovator. Plumb-
ing, electrical, painting etc. 
Large and small jobs. Qual-
ity workmanship guaranteed. 
Rates negotiable. Call Leo, 
027-4331431, (06) 927-5289.

COMPETITIVELY priced 
builder/handyman for decks, 
pergolas, fences, renovations 
- all manner of work, big or 
small. Phone or text Jason 
021-741-908.
HOME Maintenance and 
Shifting. House Clean-up, 
Gardening, Lawn-mowing, 
Water-blasting, Spout  Clean-
ing, De-Cluttering. Anything 
Considered. Ph Ray 027-280-
7015.
MOBILITY scooters. Sales, 
service, repair, rental wheel-
chairs, walkers, ramps. Call 
Graeme 021-1195118 or (06) 
347-6927.
PROFESSIONAL/efficient 
Painter and Plasterer. No job is 
too small. Reference available. 
Call or text 022-035-0175.

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

DOG WALKING
SERVICE

WEBSITE 
DESIGN

AFFORDABLE firewood 
starting from $50 a cubic metre  
for sale. Please phone us on 
(06) 343-8466.

BLINDS - Roller & Venetians to 
order. Free measure and quote. 
Strath Davis Furniture & Floor-
ing, Ph (06) 345-0883.
NEW books available at Riv-
er City Press, 52 Ingestre St. 
“From the Sea to the Moun-
tain”; “Whimsical Tales of Old 
Wanganui”; “More Whimsical 
Tales of Old Wanganui”; “My 
Life - Annasophia”.

NEW Season’s Buxus box 
hedging Plants 10 for $50.00, 
Good range of Native plant 
revegetation stock, $6.00 each. 
Side dress your Polyanthus and 
Primulas with Dried Blood only 
$8.00 per kilogram. Parnells 
Quality Tree and Shrub Nursery, 
102 Fox Road Wanganui, Phone 
344-6645, Established 1895. 

FOR  SALE

GET a stunning, contemporary 
website at minimum cost, or 
give your old one a strategic 
revamp. Phone Peter on 020-
4161-3506 or email peter@
toucan.media.

DO you wish you could give 
your dog the exercise they 
need, without having to walk 
them yourself? 
Call/txt 022-010-3577.

GARAGE SALE 
PORRIDGE WATSON

30 Drews Ave, 
City Centre. 12 noon, 
Saturday, 7 October. 

Collectables, Nic Naks, 
Records, Toys, Furniture 
and clothes. Free entry. 

Stallholders to be 
in by 11am.
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The road to Heartland Semis
 MEADS CUP
Whanganui v Thames 

Valley
Cooks Gardens 1.05pm
Whanganui – Played 8, 

Won 6, Lost 2, Points for 
|��$	 <�
����	 �~�$	 ?����-
ential +108, Bonus Points 
8, Championship Points 
�|$	@"
�����	|���

Beat – Buller (Away) 
33-5, West Coast (Home) 
36-12,  North Otago (A) 
34-19, East Coast (H) 40-
24, Wairarapa-Bush (A) 
36-18, Horowhenua-Kapiti 
(H) 55-19.

Lost to – Thames Valley 
(H) 33-36, King Country 
(A) 17-23.

Thames Valley – P 8, W 
6, L 2, Pts for 246, Against 
||}$	¶?��	|��	�Q	�$	&
*+	
+��	��$	@"
�����	����	

Beat – Whanganui (A) 
36-33, Poverty Bay (H) 24-
17, West Coast (A) 30-22, 
King Country (H) 27-12, 
Mid Canterbury (A) 34-31, 
East Coast (H) 31-26.

Lost to South Canterbury 
(H) 31-36, North Otago 
(A) 33-34.

South Canterbury v 
East Coast

Pleasant Point 3.05pm
South Canterbury – 

P 8, W 8, Pts for 341, 
<�
����	 ��}$	 ?��	 ¶���$	
BP 8, Champ pts 40, Qual-
����	��+�

Beat – Horowhenua Ka-
piti (H) 40-14, King Coun-
try (A) 45-21, Buller (H) 
56-0, North Otago (A) 26-
22, West Coast (H) 39-26, 
Thames Valley (A) 36-31, 
Mid Canterbury (Christch-
urch) 50-35, Poverty Bay 
(A) 41-31.

East Coast – P 8, W 5, L 
3, Pts for 222, Against 183, 
?��	¶��$	�Q	�$	&
*+	Q��	
|�$	@"
�����	���	

1923 – Thames Valley won 10-6 Te Aroha
1926 – Thames Valley won 15-11 Wanganui
1959 – Wanganui won 16-12 Wanganui
1973 – Wanganui won 15-12 Wanganui
1976 – Wanganui won 20-12 Paeroa
1977 – Wanganui won 40-25 Wanganui
1978 – Wanganui won 17-7 Wanganui
1979 – Wanganui won 31-0 Waihi
1980 – Wanganui won 20-6 Wanganui
1981 – Wanganui won 28-12 Paeroa
1982 – Wanganui won 13-6 Wanganui
1983 – Wanganui won 23-13 Paeroa
1984 – Wanganui won 32-25 Wanganui
1988 – Thames Valley won 31-12 Wanganui Div 3
1991 – Thames Valley won 38-12 Paeroa Div 2
1993 – Wanganui won 13-11 Paeroa Div 3
  Wanganui won 30-14 (SF Wanganui Div 3 SF
1994 – Wanganui won 20-15 Wanganui Div 3
1995 – Wanganui won 17-6 Paeroa Div 3
1997 – Wanganui won 17-5 Paeroa  Div 2
1998 – Thames Valley won 20-16 Te Aroha Div 2
  Wanganui won 34-10 Wanganui Div 2
1999 – Wanganui won 35-13 Thames Div 2
2000 – Wanganui won 36-17 Wanganui Div 2
2001 – Thames Valley won 30-8 Te Aroha Div 2
2004 – Wanganui won 62-10 Wanganui Div 2
2006 – Wanganui Won 65-18 Wanganui Heartland
2008 – Wanganui won 43-0 Paeroa Heartland
2010 – Wanganui won 23-17 Wanganui Heartland
2011 – Wanganui won 31-21 Paeroa Heartland
2013 – Wanganui won 28-8 Wanganui Heartland
2015 – Wanganui won 47-27 Paeroa Heartland
2016 – Wanganui won 60-14 Wanganui Heartland
2017 – Wanganui won 21-19 Paeroa Heartland
2018 – Thames Valley won 17-7 Wanganui Meads Cup SF
2019 – Thames Valley won 36-30 Wanganui Heartland
   Wanganui  won  20-15 Paeroa Meads Cup SF
2021 – Whanganui won 35-27 Te Aroha Heartland
2022 – Whanganui won 25-18 Whanganui Meads Cup SF
2023 – Thames Valley won 36-33 Whanganui Heartland
Games Played 40
Wanganui won 31  (Pts For 1052)    
Thames Valley won 9  (Pts For 648) 
Average score: 26 -16
Heartland – Wanganui P 13 W 10 L 3 For 453 pts Ag 255 Av score 35-20

Beat – Mid Canterbury 
(H) 19-8, North Otago (H) 
38-29, Buller (A( 24-21, 
Poverty Bay (H) 31-11, 
King Country (H) 29-11.

Lost to – Wairarapa-Bush 
(A) 31-32, Whanganui (A) 
24-40, Thames Valley (A) 
26-31.

LOCHORE CUP
North Otago v Poverty 

Bay
Oamaru, 2pm.
North Otago – P 8, W 

4,L 4, Pts for 259, Against 
||�$	 ?��	 ¶��$	 �Q	 �$	
&
*+	 +��	 ||$	 @"
�����	
5th.

Poverty Bay – P 8, W 2, 
L 6, Pts for 229, Against 
|��$	?��	�|}$	�Q	�$	&
*+	
+��	��$	@"
�����	���

Wairarapa-Bush v 
West Coast

Masterton, 2.30pm.
Wairarapa-Bush – P 

8, W 4, L 4, Pts for 190. 
<�
����	|��$	?��	 �~�$	�Q	
~$	&
*+	+��	||$	@"
�����	
6th. 

West Coast – P 8, W 4, 
L 4, Pts for 218, Against 
|�|$	?��	¶�$	�Q	~$	&
*+	
+��	|�$	@"
�����	���

- Previous results -
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Preview of this Saturday’s semi-final game
Taranaki 104 years ago in 
1919.

With 12 tries this sea-
son, Vakarorogo is also 
one away from equalling 
the NZ Heartland record 
of 13 set by Kaierau’s Pati 
Fetuia in the inaugural 
2006 national series.

Whanganui is playing 
with a lot more skill and 
determination and has 
learnt not to give away 
so many costly penalties, 
���	
������	��	��
*	
during a disappointing 
start to the season.

Although pipped by the 
Foxes on August 12th, 
�
��
�"�	������	���	
�:�	�����	
+����$	�"�	
21 points from winger 
Fletcher Morgan (two 
tries, a penalty and four 
conversions) clinched vic-
tory for the visitors.

Whanganui, who led 14-
12 at half-time and later 
21-19, had itself to blame 
'��	��	�������"��	��'�
��

It was a repeat of 2018, 
when Valley scored an 
unexpected 17-7 Meads 
&"+	��*����
�$	
��	|}��$	
when the visitors won 36-
30  at Cooks Gardens.

Since then, Whanganui 

�	���	��	�\	|}��~	
�	
Q
���
	��	|}��	
��	|~���	
on Cooks Gardens last 
!�
�	��	��
��	��*����
���

Although the Swamp 
Foxes have had a string 
of close shaves this 
campaign, as the aver-
age game score of  31-28 
clearly proves, the side 
has matched Whanganui’s 
������	�'	�"������	���	
narrow defeats, and 
one of them was 31-36 
against top of the table 
South Canterbury at 
�
��
*
���

Whanganui may have 
���	��	�'	�}	�^�"���	�:��	
the past 100 years, includ-
ing 10 of 13 Heartland 
games, but Valley could 
prove troublesome in the 

By J B Phillips
Just like Frank Sinatra 

���	��	��~�	
�
���
winning hit song “High 
Hopes”, Whanganui’s 
Heartland rugby side will 
��	�"�	��������	�'	�"�-
cess in Saturday’s Meads 
&"+	��*����
�	
�
����	
Thames Valley at Cooks 
Gardens.

The Swamp Foxes 
may have won 36-33 at 
the same ground on the 
opening day of qualify-
ing in the 2023 Bunnings 
Warehouse champion-
ship two months ago, but 
since then the Butcher 
Boys have developed 
into strong title contend-
ers.

Whanganui has aver-
aged just over 40 points 
��	��	+
��	�:�	�"�����$	
�
���	�!	~~���	��	
retain the Bruce Steel 
Memorial Cup against 
`������"
	;�+���	�
��	
�������$	��	�
�	��	\
�-
ley for hosting rights for 

��	�"�����
�	��*����
���
Thanks to a local union 

`�
���
��	������	�:�	
individual tries from en-
terprising centre Alekesio 
Vakarorogo, the Butchers 
have scored 38 tries and 
conceded 21 this season.

The Steelform-spon-
sored team has scored 264 
+�����	
��	��������	�~}	
(the least of any union) 
for an average game score 
of 33-20, second only to 
unbeaten national cham-
pions South Canterbury 
(341 for, 180 against, 
43-23 average).

The highest scores are 
=�"�	&
�����"�!	~��}	
v Buller at Geraldine 

��	�
��
�"�	~~���	:	
`������"
	;�+���	���	
a week ago.

\
�
��������	�:�	�����	
in that match is just one 
behind the Whanganui 
all-time record set by 
Wanganui Pirates’ winger 
?���	Q���+���	��	
	~���	
win against visiting 

��}~	+*	��:�	����:����	
match.

���*	�:��	��	+
��	�:�	
rounds, however, clearly 
shows the Butcher Boys 
have the strike power to 
beat any side in the cham-
pionship.

Whanganui hooker 
Roman Tutauha will be 
playing his 100th game 
for the union provided his 
hamstring injury comes 
����$	�"�	*�������	�
��	

Samu Kubunavanua is out 
with a broken hand from 
last weekend.

South Canterbury is 
home to Ngati Porou East 
Coast at Pleasant Point 
���}~	+*>	��	��	����	
��
��	&"+	��*����
��

In the Lochore Cup 
semis, North Otago v 
Poverty Bay in Oamaru 
(2pm) and Wairarapa 
Bush play West Coast 
(2.30 pm) in Masterton.
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