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RCP Person of the Year - Carla Donson

BY DOUG DAVIDSON

Carla Donson, Manager of the Women’s Network,
is the River City Press 2023 Person of the Year. Her
involvement and influence in the community is so
widespread that many people in the community will
have been impacted by her work without knowing it.

Apart from her work in
the Women’s Network
and especially her organi-
sation of La Fiesta and
Winter Wonder festivals,
Carla has been involved
in over 20 Whanganui
community and health or-
ganisations in the last 20
years.

The ones that she is
currently involved in in-
clude:

¢ With Te Whatu Ora
Whanganui — Consumer
advisor for Te Pukaea
Consumer Forum, Com-
munity and Consumer
representative  on  the
Care Capacity Demand

Management Forum, for
the Maternity Quality and
Safety Programme, and
the Credentialing Com-
mittee.

* Co-chair of the Guyton
Group Trust

» Representative on the
Safer Whanganui Steering
Group

* Community and Con-
sumer representative for
the New Zealand College
of Midwives, Whanganui
branch.

* Senior Trustee of Life
to the Max Whanganui
Trust

* Representative of the
Family Violence Interven-
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tion Network.

Her community in-
volvement has extended
to Computers in Homes
Steering  Group, Trade
Aid Whanganui Trust, the
Whanganui Regional Mu-
seum and the Whanganui
Repertory Theatre.

Carla has been recog-
nized for her contribution
before. She was a finalist
in the Westpac NZ Women
of Influence Awards 2016,
recipient of a Local Hero
Medal in the Kiwibank
New Zealander of the Year
Awards 2016 and most re-
cently a Gold Award for
the Judith Timpany Com-
munity Contribution at
the Whanganui Regional
Business Awards 2022.

Carla was brought up
in Whanganui and, after
studying a Masters in Edu-
cation in Wellington, re-
turned as “T felt it was time
to come home and give
back.” In 2003 she saw the
position as manager of the
Women’s Centre, as it was
known back then and got
it. “I had not really seen
myself as a feminist until
then. It looked like an in-
teresting job. Now I can
say it has been the best job
ever.”

She decided that the Cen-

tre needed a rebranding.
“The name seemed some-
what isolating. So, I spent
about 12 to 18 months
cold-calling people to find
out what the perceptions
were.

I contacted those in ser-
vice clubs such as Rotary
and Lions, businesses,
Maori and those in the
community space. The
conclusion was that we
needed to be more con-
nected and to be part of
the community, hence we
became the Women’s Net-
work.”

Following the interest
in the one-day events that
she had organised around
International Women’s
Day, the idea of a wom-
en’s festival was born.
Carla launched La Fiesta
in 2010. Understandably,
she says, “I am proud to
have developed the long-
est (and only) running an-
nual women’s festival in
Aotearoa New Zealand.
La Fiesta celebrated 14
years this year with around
140 festival events and 80
festival partners during a
month of activity.”

It has grown from a
week-long festival in its
first year to a month, from
running programmes on
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their own to partnerships,
attracting diverse groups,
participants, and work-
shop leaders from all over
New Zealand as well as
some from overseas.

The RCP takes pleas-
ure promoting many of
the programmes with a
favourite being rides on
miniature donkeys out on a
farm at the top end of Lon-
gacre Road — “good for
the mind, body and soul.”
(RCP front page February
10, 2022). Following on
from the success of La Fi-
esta, Carla observed how
mid-winter brought up
seasonal downturns. Peo-
ple tended to hibernate.
They needed support and
connection at this time.
So, she started the Winter
‘Wonderfest.

It will be in its 8th year in
2024 with again a variety
of events, with something
to please almost anyone
— from dance activities to
technology ~ workshops,
film nights to author talks,
craft groups to quiz nights.
It is done in partnership
with Space Studio and
Gallery.

Another programme Car-
la has initiated is “Women
who Lead,” in partnership
with  Sport Whanganui.

100#

Carla Donson

They are relaxed events
with the ‘leader’ inter-
viewed while sitting on a
couch. So far those inter-
viewed have included Cath
Cheatley of Velo Ronnys,
Kiritahi Firmin, farmer and
social entrepreneur, Kar-
leen Marshall, Principal of
Tawhero School and Kristy
Humphries, breast cancer
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survivor and organiser of
the very successful Pink

Ribbon Winter Ball.
While Carla is very busy,
she makes it clear — “I

love what T do. T get to
meet so many people from
all walks of life.” She is a
very worthy recipient of
the RCP ‘Person of the
Year Award.’
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Selecting the person
for the RCP Person of
the Year is a great op-
portunity to consider
the range of those in
our community who are
doing such good work.
The choice this year
was, in our view, obvi-
ous — Carla Donson of
the Women’s Network.
Over the past 20 years,
she has been a driving
force in the community
and will be remembered
for many things — her list
of involvements in the
community is extensive
— but especially for her
long-running festivals -
La Fiesta and Women’s
‘Wonderfest.

Time for congratula-
tions.

* First to Diederik
Struijck for setting up
a counselling service.
Check out his coura-
geous back story (page
2).

* To Operation Blue
Santa for distributing
170 food hampers and to
the Shoebox operation
giving away 126 shoe
boxes filled with pre-
sents (pages 11 & 7).

* To the organisers of
the Whanganui Summer
Programme for the 2024
programme (page 3).

* Quinlan Court for

Check out what’s
in this week’s RCP

“{‘ 3 [
Doug Davidson
journalist@
rivercitypress.co.nz
turning 25 (page 27).

* To the Winter Gar-
dens for their not-to-be-
missed Christmas dis-
play (page 18).

Looking forward —
the Boxing Day racing
(pages 22-25) and the Jet
Sprints (page 29) and,
sometime in February,
greyhound racing on a
straight track (page 33).

And of course, looking
forward to holidays. That
includes the RCP, which
will return on January
18. I’ve really appreci-
ated all the people who
have contacted us with
story ideas. It has made
this job so much easier.

Happy holidays.

- Doug Davidson

s . Community News . cee

Diederik does not let cerebral palsy get in
the way of his dreams of being a counsellor

Diederik completed
three Counselling quali-
fications this year on-line
with the Career Academy
in Auckland. They include
Child Psychological De-
velopment,  Adolescent
Psychological Develop-
ment and a Certificate in
Counselling  Skills. He
plans to continue studying
in 2024 while setting up
his own counselling ser-
vices named ‘D’s Coun-
sell Services,” with the
byline of ‘Feel better, do
better.”

He his  own
email address -
ds.councellservices@
gmail.com and a Facebook
page DS counsellservices
as well as a business card.
He can be contacted by
text at 027 787 8085.

So far so good. How-
ever, Deiderik has a con-
dition that would not only
help him understand diffi-
culties being experienced
by clients but would also
make communication be-
tween them, awkward, at
least initially.

Diderik has cerebral
palsy. As he says, “Unfor-
tunately, because of cer-
ebral palsy, I am not able
to verbally speak myself,
but I am really interested

has
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in mental health. Fortu-
nately, I have a commu-
nication device that helps
me because then I can talk
with others and be helpful
in society.”

“Many people can't im-
agine me as a counsellor
because I have a problem
with speech. I thought to
myself, how can it be pos-
sible to become a counsel-
lor? My theory is a client
can meet two times with
me who wants to get help
from a counsellor and go

from there. I will be con-
tacting them by email be-
cause many people haven't
got a lot of patience to wait
for me on the phone to an-
swer them as I can't speak
in a normal way as a nor-
mal counsellor would.”

I don't want to charge
at the moment because I
need to experience work-
ing life, but I would like to
work as a charging coun-
sellor in the future.”

The RCP had Diederik
on its front page back in

Diederik, with his counselling certificates
behind him.

2015. He made it clear
back then that he wanted
to live an independent
life as much as possible.
While he still needs 24/7
care, he lives in his own
home. He can understand
what other people say to
him; his only way to con-
verse is through a voice
on his computer, via a tap
switch controlled by his
leg. Understandably, it is a
long process.

He has planned out how
his counselling service
will work. His phone is
linked in with his Corrie,

his mother’s phone. She
will meet with him, ex-
plain the situation to him,
and he will respond by
email. Future meetings
can be independent, al-
lowing for privacy.

Another arrangement is
to possibly work for an-
other counselling service
and he currently attends
Counsellor meetings.

Diederik recognizes that
setting up his counselling
services will take a lot of
work, but he is ready for
the challenge.

(Recycling Centre
temporarily not
accepting plastic

From Tuesday, 19 December, Whanganui Re-
source Recovery Centre in Maria Place is tempo-
rarily not accepting plastic recyclables after a se-
rious fault was identified with the plastic baler’s
gearbox. The plastic baler was damaged by the fire
at Oji Fibre Solutions earlier this month, but the
issue with the gearbox was only identified when
further work was carried out on the baler today.

A replacement gearbox has been ordered from
Australia, but at this stage no timeframe has been
given for the repair — and it may take some time
due to delays over the holiday period.

The centre is currently closed to all plastic recy-
clables but is still accepting cardboard, paper, glass
bottles and jars, aluminium and steel cans, e-waste,
and scrap metal as usual.

The centre is recommending, if you can, storing
plastic recyclables until the plastic baler is up and
running again or putting plastic recyclables only
into the general rubbish.

Whanganui Resource Recovery Centre would
like to thank the community for their understand-

@g and patience. )
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Early January events in Whanganui’'s Summer Programme

‘Wednesday 3
January: Upokongaro
Family River Walk —
It’s Back!

‘We start our 2024 pro-
gramme with this popu-
lar family walk. After
meeting at the Aramoho
Crematorium car park,
we will stroll along the
riverside walkway to
the Upokongaro bridge
which should take
about 1 hour. Bring
afternoon tea or buy it
at the Upokongaro cafe
and take time to explore
the village. Depart
1pm. Return approxi-
mately 3pm. Free. This
is a flat walk ideal for
most ages. Wear sturdy
footwear and bring
sunblock.

Thursday 4 Janu-
ary — Magic Marton.
New

Our day in Marton
begins with morning
tea at Marton Park and
a chance to explore the
town centre, followed
by a visit to the local
museum with its focus
on early days in the
Rangitikei.

Lunch will be at the
home of Steuart Welch
and the opportunity
to look at his amazing
steel sculptures. Later
we visit the Tutaenui
Reservoir which has
a large-scale environ-
mental restoration. The
final stop in Marton is
at Royston — a stately

Matlu Somes Island to be visited 8 January

house built in 1896 for a
mayor of the town.

Short walks, mainly
flat. Sturdy footwear and
rain wear. BYO morning
tea and lunch. Depart
9am. Return approxi-
mately 3pm.Adult $31
Child $15.

Friday 5 January.
Kauarapaoa Valley. A
favourite.

Although quite close to
‘Whanganui, the Kauara-
paoa Valley seems a
world away. We loop
via Kai iwi and up past
Bushy Park, along the
top of the watershed and
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return down the valley,
viewing some of our
impressive back country
on route. Sid Soulsby
of Wairangi Station will
share his stories of liv-
ing in the valley.

Short walks. Sturdy
footwear and rain wear.
BBQ lunch provided
by The Friends of the
Whanganui River at
Noel Shepherd’s house.

Depart 10am. Return
approximately 5.30pm.
Adult $51 Child $26.

Saturday 6 Janu-
ary - South Taranaki
Heritage Tour. New

A tour of historic
places and landscapes
between Whanganui and
Patea. Highlights will
include the Hunter Shaw
building, St George’s
Church, St Mark’s
Church, the Edwardian
Pearce Family Home
and one mystery desti-
nation.

BYO lunch, snacks &
drinks. Hot water and
milk available. Bring a
deck chair if you wish.
Leaves 9am. Return ap-
prox 4.30pm. Adult $45
Child $25.

Sunday 7 January -
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Hi Rob, We want to upsize to a bigger newer home. We have seen our
bank and know how much we can borrow. In the current economy, are
we better to buy sooner or later?

The current market is one of the best markets we have ever seen in
terms of upgrading. Low to mid-priced houses are selling faster than any
other properties, and at the moment, you can buy a lot of house without a
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‘Whanganui Historic
‘Walk. New

Whanganui has many
magnificent heritage
buildings and houses
and on this two hour
walk we will learn about
some of them, their
stories, architecture and
details of the people
who lived in them. Meet
on the riverbank at the
Whanganui i-site. The
walk itself is easy and
suitable for all ages.

Mainly flat walking.
Sturdy footwear and
rainwear. Depart 2pm.
Return approximately
4pm. Adult $5 cash
Child free. No bookings
needed, pay at the start
of the walk.

Monday 8 January -
Matiu Somes Island

Matiu Somes Island in
Wellington Harbour has
a long and interesting
history. It is now home
to tuatara, Cook Strait
giant weta, sea and land
birds. Bring your Gold
Card (if you have one)
for the ferry.

Reasonable fitness for
a short, steep ascent.
Sturdy footwear, warm
clothing, binoculars and
walking poles and sun
protection. BYO lunch,
drink and snacks.

Depart 6am. Return
approximately 6pm.
Adult $87.50 Child
$35. Bookings close on
Thursday 4 January.

Tuesday 9 January
Evening talk: Walking
the Te Araroa Trail.
New

Aged 65, Whan-
ganui resident and
keen tramper Laurel

Find us on
Facebook

only

31529

only

142

onIy

$ 9 each

only

1.2

NZ Cherries 400g Punnet

T |

Stowell set out from
Cape Reinga on the
3000km Te Araroa trail
in October 2022. Enjoy
the ups and downs of
her epic journey in this
illustrated talk about
walking through a rainy
but beautiful Northland
to Auckland city. Starts
7.30pm. Davis Theatre,
Whanganui Regional
Museum, Watt Street.
Adult $5 cash Child
free. No booking neces-
sary although numbers
are limited to 200.
‘Wheelchair access.
Wednesday 10
January - Destination
Castlecliff Beach
Learn what’s going
on at the beach with a
little work thrown in.
Castlecliff Coast Care
will explain the coastal
dune system, show us
their plantings, and pro-
vide updates on WDC’s

proposed Coastal
Management Plan and
the recent North Mole
rebuild. We will also
spend time releasing
native plants from
weeds and mulching
them.

Reasonable fitness
needed for light work in
the dunes and a walking
tour. Sturdy footwear
and rain wear. BYO
lunch though hot and
cold drinks and light
refreshments will be
provided.

Meet at the Duncan
Pavilion at 10.30am.
Return home ap-
proximately 2.30pm.
This community event
is free, and you are
encouraged to join.

In our final issue this
year of 21 December
we will outline the
other events up until
late January
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Steel Pro Max Pool Set
3.66mx1.22

Intex Rectangular Frame Pool
4.5mx2.2m

Fly Strips
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Ice Pack Blocks
3 different sizes and
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Steel Pro Max Pool Set
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Folding Cooler
Bags

Bestway Steel Frame Pool
Round-5.49mx 1.22m

10ft Beachside Round Framed
Pool
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Steel Pro Max Pool Set
4.27mx1.22m

Intex 8ft Easy Set Pool
2.44mx 61cm

Mesh Food Pop Up Umbrellas

Water Guns
10 Assorted
Styles

Sanny's Whangawue 161VictoriaAve, Whanganui 06 348 4700

Check out WWW.SUNNYS.CO.NZ for more great deals [’°‘" 2

*Specials are Valid at Sunny's Wanganui and for store stock only.
Prices & Promotions valid 21/12/2022 - 31/12/2023 (until stock lasts). Discounts & Offers are based on original retail prices. Images and Colour may vary from actual product. Not all products are available at all stores.
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Successful homeless support prompts shift in Council approach

Whanganui District
Council is moving to
the next stage in its ap-
proach to homelessness
sooner than planned after
seeing successful results
achieved by local agen-
cies.

At a council meeting on
13 December, council-
lors agreed to halt further
spending on the council’s
Taupd Quay home-
less hub — and instead
reinvest the approved
funding towards ongoing
wrap-around support ser-
vices for the homeless.

Community wellbeing

manager Lauren Tame-
hana says Taupd Quay
was established as an
interim arrangement for
those living at the coun-
cil’s freedom camping
sites while a longer-term
response was developed
— and Taupd Quay itself
was never expected to be
a solution to the issue of
homelessness.

“We have completed the
work to develop a longer-
term response much
quicker than originally
planned, says. “We have
also learnt very quickly
along the way that wrap-

around support services
have been very successful
at placing our people who
are homeless. Recently
for example, we have
been working with one
provider who has been
able to support 12 people
or families to move into
sustainable housing.”
Mayor Andrew Tripe
says, “I firmly believe
we can only measure
ourselves as a community
by how we treat our most
vulnerable. Homeless-
ness is a global and New
Zealand-wide issue — and
it’s important that we

Plan to enable medium
density housing develop-
ment and look at ways to
speed up consenting.
Lauren Tamehana says
the council has com-
missioned a feasibility
study on the longer-term
options for homeless-
ness in Whanganui. “The
report tells us, amongst
other things, that invest-
ing in bricks and mortar
to address homelessness
is not the next best step. It
should be acknowledged
that this vulnerable group
and the community have
challenges that are wide-

continue to focus on our
homeless as well as fast-
tracking housing in our
growing district.

“On the back of Covid,
when there were a num-
ber of people living in
our freedom camping
sites, we responded to a
very real need to provide
services and facilities in
a safe location. However,
the evidence is showing
us that there is a better
way forward and this is
the right time to shift our
approach.”

He says the council will
also review its District

spread and that there are
no short-term solutions.”
The report prepared by
WSP says, “The people
with the passion to help
are thwarted by short
term contracts, multiple
funders, and lack of re-

and appropriate housing
options.”

“We intend to re-focus
council resources and
work with social service
providers to put more
wrap around services in
place to cover homeless-
ness across the com-

The current homesless site on Taupo Quay

Friday 22nd December 7.30am to 5.30pm
Saturday 23rd December Closed

Sunday 24th December Closed

Monday 25th December Closed

Tuesday 26th December Closed
Wednesday 27th December 7.30am to 5.30pm
Thursday 28th December 7.30am to 5.30pm
Friday 29th December 7.30am to 5.30pm
Saturday 30th December 7.30am to 5.00pm
Sunday 31st January Closed

Monday 1st January Closed

Tuesday 2nd January Closed
Wednesday 3rd January Normal Hours Resume

sources in some key areas
like mental health support

munity,” says Lauren
Tamehana.

“The Safer Whanganui
Housing Reference
Group is well placed to
pick up some coordina-
tion with providers to
ensure everyone is on the
same page and working
together.”

Mayor Andrew says
the council will continue
conversations with the
Government regarding
funding available from
the Ministry of Social
Development and the
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Development.

Merry Christmas from the team!

Christmas
New Year
Hours

HARRISON’S

26 CHURTON STREET PH 345 7017
www.hiremasterwanganui.co.nz

FEB 24 \\'// MAR 2

.nz/prldeweek

pridewhanga
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LEARNING « INTEGRITY « FELLOWSHIP « EXCELLENCE

WHANGANUI remw
HIGHSCHOOL

www.whanganuihigh.school.nz

PRINCIPAL’'S ACADEMIC AWARDS YEAR 9

Lola Benson Salvador Mazzieri
Conor Brodie Owen Murphy
Lily Brooks-Mann Alex Nesbit

Lulu Dufty Millie Richardson
Grace Eastabrook Micah Taunton
Lily Henshaw Aimee Tetzlaff
Josie Herrick Connor Welch

Caitlin Lambert
BEST ALL ROUND STUDENTS YEAR 9

Lulu Dufty

Caleb Loader

PRINCIPAL’S ACADEMIC AWARDS YEAR 10
Tyson Barclay Lucy Hartley

Xavier Booth William Hird

Ethan Clark James McGregor

Eric Craig Liam Meijer

Amy Davidson Matt Smith

Mae Emmett Monique Smith

Tahlia Hales Joel Symes

BEST ALL ROUND STUDENTS YEAR 10
Te Atakura Potaka-Osborne Milner-Skudder
James McGregor

SPECIAL CULTURAL AWARDS

Devika Madhu WHS Cup for Contribution to School Music in Year 9 & 10

Sophie Toyne WHS Music Cup for Outstanding Achievement Beyond the Classroom — 2024 YEAR 9 ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIPS—
Piper Nixon-Gaisford  De Zoysa Trophy for Outstanding Cultural Contribution to the School 5 —
SPECIAL PASIFIKA AWARD =4 1
Jeila Katene-Fata WHS Cup for Outstanding Contribution to Pasifika — Junior

SPECIAL SPORTS AWARDS

Annabelle Brown Earle Cup for Excellence in Year 9 Girls’ Sport

Daniel McMillan-Steele  Osborne Cup for Excellence in Year 9 Boys’ Sport

Isla Jones Battersby Cup for Excellence in Year 10 Girls’ Sport cuuﬁﬂﬂﬂllﬂ"“"s

James McGregor Coker Cup for Excellence in Year 10 Boys’ Sport

WHANGANUI HIGH SCHOOL HOUSE TROPHIES
Lola Benson (Awa) WHS Year 9 Merit Cup

Lily McIntyre (Maunga) WHS Year 10 Merit Cup

Awa WHS Shield for Champion House HnusE

22 Dy

FRONT ROW (left to right) English Scholarship / Annabel Dwyer
Sports Scholarship / Deejai O’Brien
Mathematics Scholarship / Jacob Huang

AWA
Th.e WHS SE BACK ROW (left to righty Social Studies Scholarship / Charlie McBride
CSE;er:qde(c)); u Sports Scholarship / Bruce McGregor
House c"AMP'ﬂNS Cultural Scholarship / Mahalla Hague-Davis
2023 was , Cultural Scholarship / Arne Leiva Benegas
awarded 2023 1 P .
to AWA. U Assent Ivan Higgins Scholarship / Jada Jukes

Science Scholarship / Mehar Sinha

General Enquiries: (06) 349-0178 Attendance: (06) 349-0177 International Enquiries: +64-6-349-1181
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ce ' Community News . ce

George Alabaster-Manuka to open a music training studio

George Alabaster-
Manuka says, “I have
always been playing
music.” Apparently, he
could hum a tune as
early as three months
old and when he was
seven, his great grand-
mother would put him
on her knee while she

He studied music at
secondary school but
didn’t like the theory-
based approach. He says,
“I have been blessed
with a talent enabling
me to pick up music
quickly.” He currently
plays the piano, guitar,
drums, trumpet, and the
saxophone, although the

latter needs a bit more
practice.

Brought up in
Ohakune, George is now
living in Whanganui
where his grandmother
Sherron Sunnex, Man-
ager of the Koha Shed
is. Only 20 he has been
busy doing solo gigs.
As a singer-songwriter
he does everything from
playing music, rapping,
and singing as well as
being a DJ. “Hip Hop,
reggae and jazz have
all been big parts of my
music life,” he adds.

He wants to open up a
music studio early next
year. “I have everything
I need — I just need to
get a base,” although he
thinks lessons out-of-

doors, down by the river,
could be a good alterna-
tive at times.

He will take a maxi-
mum of only three to
four students at a time
and “have as little of
classroom teaching as
possible.

His approach he says,
“is to cater to students’
needs. I will encourage
questions and make them
comfortable. If they are
unable to come that day,
it will not be an issue.”

So, he is offering
lessons in being a DJ,
singing, guitar, piano,
drumming RAP free-
style and producing/beat
making.

You can contact George
on 021 194 1124.

4w 48 }
George Alabaster-Manuka

*£ Geeta Singh sells Geeta’s

. Spices and Veggies

Geeta Singh opened up Geeta’s Spices and Veggies
ten years ago at 69 Guyton Street. She has sold up, but
the business, under new ownership, will continue to
trade under the same name, as it has become widely
known throughout the community.

Initially, Geeta set it up to sell mainly Indian food
as there was no other similar store in the city. Over
the years, she expanded the store to include Asian and
then Middle Eastern food. It helped that Geeta spoke
other languages such as Hindi, Punjabi, and Gujarati,
as well as what she describes as ‘Indo-Fijian.’

The range of stock was extensive, whether it was
canned, in plastic, in bulk bins or frozen. She would
go up to Auckland on a regular basis to source more
and new supplies.

She says that she will take the next month to wind
down but promises to set up a new business and ad-
vises — “watch this space.”

Thank you
Whanganui for
your support
over the last
10 years!

Geeta’s Spices is under
new ownership and will
retain the same great
products and service.

(Ve Chtrgitnas

to you all from Geeta’s!

SPICES VEGGIES

69 Guyton Street, Whanganui. Ph 06 348 4398
STOCKISTS OF INDIAN & ASIAN FOODS

Merry Christmas to all our readers.
This is our last issue for the year.
Our next publication is January 18

Cnr Glasgow & Keith Streets, Wanganui

68TH Birthday Sale
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@ ARIZTO

Whanganui | Rangitikei | South Taranaki

2% + GST Commission
Essential Marketing of your listing is included
Market leading digital platforms that support you from listing to sale
Experienced, local sales support

It's time to sell with our experienced team!

Contact us now! Minimum $10,000 + GST

commission applies.

Felicity Temple Rochelle Burton Talia Annear John Hewitt Tony Hewitt Penny Little Mark Voss
027 483 6753 027 295 8407 0800 176 4321 020 4086 0204 027 449 2289 021216 6784 027 877 3399

Rangitikei Rangitikei

Mark Morton Bren Guild Matt Robertson Steven Schwamm  Jared Smith Lisa Tangaroa Is this you?

022 353 9419 021022 06668 021886 815 021176 7845 027 4914321 020 41310277 Contact Steven
AREINZ Hawera

ratemyagent

Top 100 ik kkk
Agency of the Year

#2 Place
Nationwide 2023
Arizto Real Estate

@ ARIZTO Arizto.co.nz

8 - RIVER CITY PRESS, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2023



ASK A

Funding still available for |pproFESSIONAL
fencing and planting

Caring for your pets over the holiday season

As the silly season is well and truly upon us, it’s a lovely time to spend
time with friends and whanau, enjoy the longer days and enjoy the flurry
of events, beaches, parks and culture our little city has to offer; it’s only
right that our four-legged furry family members get extra love at this time
of year too. It wouldn’t be a veterinary column without some quick advice,
so make sure vaccines are up to date, keep them cool, don’t leave them in
cars, be careful with feeding extra treats (and be aware of what “human”
treats are toxic to pets!) and stock up on enough food to keep you covered
for the statutory holidays.

With that out of the way, I hope that you and your pets have a wonderful
holiday period and remember we are always here to help — although we are
closed for statutory holidays, Whanganui Vet Services and Vets on Carlton
provide a local 24 hour after hours service if you have any concerns.

WANGANUI 35 Somme Pde,

VETERINARY Wanganui,
SERVICES Ph. 349 0155

Horizons Regional Council is reminding its rural
community that there is still funding available for
fencing and planting through its Sustainable Land Use
Initiative (SLUI) and freshwater team. - F
Horizons group manager catchment operations Dr < 4 ©
Jon Roygard says that SLUI recently secured its fifth ’ . " @ EALCUT 1207
four-year contract and has plenty of funding available - - ¢ 1
for stream fencing, pole planting, installing sediment p i\ - ' | l I S T L O OK I N G
traps, fencing existing bush remnants and reverting > - o 1
pasture to native cover on hill country. . = | e
“Freshwater funding is also available for landown- e . WWW. ] ustlookin g.nz
ers across the region wanting to fence off a waterway - : i . )
to exclude stock and we may be able to assist with na-
tive planting within retired riparian margins as well,”
says Dr Roygard.

“SLUI grants are generally between 30-50% and are
available for a variety of works which target erosion
and prevent sediment getting into waterways. ! :

“The freshwater funding levels range from 30-50%
of the total cost depending on what catchment your

property is in, the values of the catchment, and align- >

ment with the funding criteria. -
“The amount of funding for this type of work is i

likely to reduce, as the central government co-funding W% =

via the Jobs for Nature fund is scheduled to end by 1 : [

July 2024.” gl e . 5
Dr Roygard says taking advantage of funding Hori- - #y1y! -

zons has available benefits both landowners and the ? . . L

environment. 2 . - . =)
“One goal of this funding is to provide support to b 2 = :

farmers ahead of new central government legislation | o

around stock exclusion coming into force. Some of - B

these regulations started on 1 July 2023 and the rest f iy vy g .

will be implemented from 1 July 2025. : 2 A
“The benefits from SLUI activities include improv- / ¥

ing water quality, reducing erosion on land and build- / Vi o i i &

ing resilience against storm events. Other benefits i . A0

from wider stream fencing and riparian planting ¥y e -

include increasing habitat complexity for aquatic life,  Jgag i 4 h" ]

food supply for native fish, and decreasing erosion of A ™ i

stream banks.

“We really encourage farmers to take up the oppor-
tunity while there is still funding available.”

Dr Roygard says the freshwater grants are available < gLy | 4
to properties anywhere within the Horizons Region. S b ey

“However, we would particularly like to hear from 7 . ' 4 )
those located in Kai Iwi, Whanganui or Horowhenua. oy il

Landowners who are interested in SLUI funding
should call Horizons' Land Management team on

free phone 0508 800 800 to discuss options for their i L
farms. P
“Landowners who are interested in stream fencing -
or riparian planting elsewhere should contact our ; '

Freshwater team on free phone 0508 800 800.”

Connecting - OUTLET POP UP SHOP AT

4| 156 VICTORIA AVE

Loc S . 1 OPPOSITE SUBWAY

ocal
ownership
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Ind|V|duaI store hours may vary, if you are visiting a specific store,
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we recommend you call or visit their website or social channels beforehand
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DAY | DATE

Tuesday

5
Wednesday 6
Thursday 7
Friday 8

9

¥ Saturday

Sunday 10
Monday 11
d Tuesday 12
Wednesday 13
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday 20
Thursday
Friday

T4 saturday
%9 Sunday

Monday

2 Tuesday

Wednesday 27
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday 1
Tuesday 2
Wednesday 3

= “ .-.--‘ =

—

A

December 2023

December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
December 2023
January 2024
January 2024
January 2024

SPECIALTY STORES

- o

A

| TR

9am - 5.30pm

COUNTDOWN

7am - 10pm

A\

€

__‘."-. A

/" THE WAREHOUSE %
\ A

8am - 10pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8.am - 10pm

9am - 4pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

10am - 4pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 5.30pm

7:am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 4.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 7pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 7pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 7pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 10pm

9am - 5pm

7am - 10pm

7am - 9pm

10am - 4pm

9am - 6pm

8am - 9pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 9pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 9pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 9pm

9am - 4.00pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 9pm

10am - 4pm

7am - 10:pm

B TEETNY AT

8am - 9pm

Optional

9am - 6pm

10am - 8pm

10am - 4pm

8am - 8pm

N

8am - 9pm

9am - 5.30pm

7am - 10pm

8am - 9pm

Trafalgar Square
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THE WAREHOUSE begins 10pm closing from Wednesday 29 November

.

100 Taupo Quay, Wanganui | Phone 348 0314 | www.trafalgarsquare.co.nz

FOOTWEAR

FOOD COURT

©
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Operation Blue Santa to distribute

This is the third year
of Blue Santa in Whan-
ganui, and this year,
thanks to the Equip-
pers Church and the
Police Flow team plus
sponsors and support-
ers, 170 food hampers
will be delivered to
selected families this
week. Each hamper has
$100 worth of food and
groceries.

Pastor James Roy
from the Equippers
Church (he is also the
Police Chaplain)says,
“The sponsorship was
probably more com-
munity/local business
based than previously.”
Some organisations
donated up to $2000,
other groups/individu-
als contributed to the
cost of single through
to multiple hampers.

While the hampers
ensure that these fami-

170 food hampers

lies have something
to celebrate Christmas
with, James says, “It
is not just about the
groceries. It is also
about building relation-
ships. This is especially
so when a bit of bridge
building is needed, such
as with the police.”

Some recipients have
said in the past that
they assumed that one
of their children or
grandchildren had been
in trouble again when
the police arrived.
They were relieved and
happy when the police
came bearing gifts.

About half of the
hampers have been
shared with other com-
munity agencies who
will make their own
distribution.

It has become a
well-oiled process,
getting all the items to

Sort It Out

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Christmas Hours X
: CLOSED FROM (5%
CHRISTMAS DAY

RE-OPENING
4 January 2024

Normal Hours Resume
Monday-Friday 7.30am - 5pm

Saturday
Is.'_ £ Sunday

8am -4pm
10am - 3pm

19 Rakau Road (off Mill Road), Whanganui.
Tel. (06) 345 5494 Email: info@sort-it-landscape.co.nz
www.sort-it-landscape.co.nz

Packing the food hampers ready to deliver to needy families

Whanganui Intermedi-
ate Hall where church
members, supporters
and the police pack
them into the hampers.
As James says, “We
smashed it out in about

G. Bristol

two hours.”

He thanks all those
who contributed in
some way to making
Christmas better and
to be part of building
relationships.

Sons

The team from
Bristol Plumbing wish
you a Merry Christmas &

CERTIFIED

Prosperous New Year!
BEIUMBERSE&
GASEIMTERS
REGISITERED,

DRAINIFAYERS

95 Cooks St, Wanganui

Y

Master

Mobile:

email - nigan

Nigel
0274 459 148

gsalross@xira.conz

Aside from promoting your business, you have helped to get local news
out into the community to keep the public informed on local events,
with trustworthy information and positive news!

We're sure the public would join us in saying
TH YOU

We have 1 more publication before Christmas, on December 21!
IVERCITY  Cnr Wicksteed & Ingestre Streets.
l e
o .Fmbnwk

Merry Christmas everyone!

for helping our community stay informed.

RCP are proud to be a locally owned and

operated family business!

While James is
open to increasing the
number of hampers,
he wants to ensure that
those who distribute
them have time to talk
with the recipients.

aR

custom colours ¢

HAretamative s frecifrainding

Wishing all our customers a

Wersy Chsiftmas & Huppy New Year

Cnr London & Barrack Sts, Whanganui
Tony Rees

ph: 06 343 6551
em: tonyrees@trcustomcolours.com

Season’s Greetings
From the

Management and Staff of

Pamphlet Distribution

PO Box 743, Wanganui
Ph (06) 343 2010 or 027 218 2010

Email: pamphlet@xtra.co.nz

NEW RUNNERS NEEDED

Distributors of River City Press

Weekly deliveries to the Greater Whanganui - Taranaki area
Locally owned and operated.

WANGANUI
VETERINARY
SERVICES

35 Somme Parade, Wanganui

WVErS

60 Carlton Avenue, Wanganui

WANC
Nt

5 Church Place, Wanganui

PET essentials

‘lts Where Your Pets Would Shop”
35 Somme Parade, Wanganui

Ph 349 0155 Ph 345 5672 Ph 345 4663 Ph 349 0488
Saturday 23 December 2023 OPEN 9am - 12pm CLOSED OPEN 9am - 12pm OPEN 9am -4pm
Sunday 24 December 2023 CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED
CHRISTMAS DAY CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED
Tuesday 26 December 2023 CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED

Wednesday 27 December 2023

OPEN 8am - 6pm

OPEN 8am - 6pm

OPEN 8am - 5pm

OPEN 8am - 6pm

Thursday 28 December 2023

OPEN 8am - 6pm

OPEN 8am - 6pm

OPEN 8am - 5pm

OPEN 8am - 6pm

Friday 29 December 2023 OPEN 8am - 6pm OPEN 8am - 6pm OPEN 8am - 5pm OPEN 8am - 6pm
Saturday 30 December 2023 OPEN 9am - 12pm CLOSED OPEN 9am - 12pm OPEN 9am - 4pm
Sunday 31 December 2023 CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED

NEW YEARS DAY CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED

Tuesday 2 January 2024 CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED

Wednesday 3 January 2024 BUSINESS AS USUAL BUSINESS AS USUAL BUSINESS AS USUAL BUSINESS AS USUAL

For 24 hour veterinary emergencies - Please call (06) 349 0486 or 0800 PET VET (0800 738 838)
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Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas!




The 2023 Whanganui
Christmas Parade took
place on Saturday 9
December, starting at
2pm. The Christmas
parade is Whanganui’s
largest annual event
and brings the whole
community together
to celebrate the festive
season.

It is also a great way
for businesses, com-
munity groups, and
organisations to show-
case themselves.

After the parade, there
was a free-after party
event held in Majestic
Square featuring an en-
ergetic music and dance
performance by the IPU
NZ Kodama Japanese
Drum Team followed
by the iconic ‘Santa’s
Lolly Scramble.’

It is always very dif-
ficult to estimate the
number of people who
turn out to watch the an-
nual Christmas parade.
However, the warmth

LAST’gEASON EVER!}
1st-23rd DECEMBER 2023

MON-THURS 7pm-10pm
FRI-SUN 12pm-5pm

ENTRY FEE $5 ADULTS — $3 CHILDREN (14 AND UNDER)

* Children 14 and under must be accompanied by an adult
* One adult per 4 children

* No prams, strollers or mobility scooters allowed
 No food or drink allowed
 Children must be supervised at all times

EFTPOS AVAILABLE
NO CREDIT CARD FACILITY

P. 027 277 5005 E. greener.marton@me.com
f GrannysChristmasGrotto

and sunshine, and the
lack of wind and rain
brought people out in
their droves and specta-
tors packed the parade
route proving that there
is still very strong sup-
port for the event from
the wider community.

In order to encourage
creativity and ingenuity
in float entries Main-
street awards prizes in
three categories worth
$200 each. This year
the winners were.

« Best vehicle float:
The Salvation Army

« Best walking float:
River City Filipino
Club

 Best costumes:
Mosston School

*

giftware to suit all budgets.

Many specialty lines

Especially created to hold
precious keepsakes.

Create your own memories.

\ & .
&
N i
—
—"
¢ s
—

64 Victoria Avenue. Wanganui
Phone 06 345 7889
jwilliamsjewellers@gmail.com

WILLIAMS JEWELLERS i

Large selection of quality jewellery &
Over 400 pair of earrings from $30- $3,500

* Evolve * Ellani * Thomas Sabo * Najo

STOW \\

LOCKETS
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Rlver City Press float

DESIGNERS, MANUFACTURERS & SUPPLIERS OF

WR%‘EM]%RDN

PRODUCTS

GATES » FENCES » SECURITY « BALUSTRADES
GARDEN ART * SCULPTURES ° LIGHT ENGINEERING

Best costumes:
Mosston School

Merry

Christmas
This is our last
issue for the

GRAEMEKIFF

year.
021065 7868
Olfr n.ext . info@simplywroughtiron.co.nz
publlcatl()n A 309 Heads Road Wanganui
January 18 I3 sweruy wrougt iRow L7 www.simplywroughtiron.co.nz

ALTOGETHER

BETTER

Buying? Selling?
Call me today for your
free market appraisal!

Sharen Tunnell

027 920 0366
sharen.tunnell@bayleyswg.co.nz

inJOX {)
BAYLEYS

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Auvailable over Christmas
& New Year.




WANGANUI ™ 3 s
' \ B el ol 396 Victoria A b
PLUMBING LTD - s Ml Subway St Johns, Wanganui
m | & 06 345 4105
3 %Mmd
iy agp y ”6{0' gm The Men’s Shed and
Plumber Dan floats
to all Whanganui Plumbing customers
and the Whanganui community

Locally owned and operated and P ress

involved in all aspects of the trade
for 51 years. Proud to be ““

168 Somme Parade B3 locally owned and vt 110158
Ph (06) 343 9763

operated
www.whanganuiplumbing.co.nz

Merry Christmas
everyone!

Aramoho Centre phone (06) 343 5441 '
bornandraisedpasifika@xtra.co.nz

Tawhero Centre phone 344 7471
pasmkalearnmgcentre@yahoo com

Born and Ralsed PaS|f|ka

; Early Childhood Centre
N 2 Mitchell Street, Aramoho
¥ and
Pasifika Learning Centre ST JOHNS HILL HONEY
27 Totara Street, Tawhero
We would like to thank and wish all our 2A St Leo_nard Street’ Whanganu'
Families, Friends and Volunteers a (opposite the Shopping Centre carpark)

Phone 027 454 5444
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BNT has its own Foodbank Drive ChriSth Ve drive-hru ’[|V|’[y

All are welcome to the
Whanganui Anglican’s
L= = Drive-Thru Nativity on
. | E . S S —— ] Christmas Eve. Between
$ + 2 — 2-4pm the carpark at
Christ Church will
be transformed into a
makeshift Bethlehem
with angels, shepherds,
wise men (& women)
bringing the story of
=] = Christmas to life.
== Accessible for all ages,

for City Mission

- o o
HA ~ o} ™ th}s is an event not tg be
B NK Y g «‘:lg missed. You’ll be guided
0 Yoy - 4 M ; through, in groups of
Brian with Angela, Food Bank Co-ordinator, drawing the winner of cars, experiencing short
their competition. dramatic scenes and
BNT Automotive, on the corner of  The food bank drive lasted for six SON&S from 'the comfort
Taupd Quay and Wilson Street, re- weeks, with staff and customers drop- ©f your vehicle.
cently held a food bank drive for the ping off an item of food or groceries. . Comfe and be immersed
City Mission. Branch Manager Brian They were encouraged to do so with the i1 the joy and wonder
Simpson explained that BNT is part offer of going into a draw to win a 36 of the nativity story as
of Bapcor, the largest Australasian au- PCE Took Kit, which was drawn on Fri- We celebrate the birth of
toparts company. Each branch — there day, 15 December, while the RCP was J€SUS together.

are 72 branches in New Zealand — with  there. The dramatic scenes s

its ‘Blue Army’ team dressed in blue is ~ BNT also give ten grants of $5000 each at¢ performed by mem- ; : P

encouraged to do events each year to to small organisations working behind 0erS Of the Anglican written by Rev. Caleb member of the Royal ~  restrictions. It was an

benefit the community. the scenes to support community from Larish and the scriptis — Rowe, previously a Shakespeare company in  instant success and so
Last year, they worked in with Caro- funds raised by the sale of scrap metal. London, UK. has '_D_ecome an annual

line’s Boatshed to raise $2500 for Life  This year, the funding went to a range of T“fo years ago, thc? tradition. .

to the Max, and this year, they decided organisations helping out in the recovery ﬂ TODIRITINY ﬁ family nativity service So, fill your cars with

to have a food bank drive for the City on the East Coast, following Cyclone A LN WA= 1\=)= became a drive-thru family and friends and

Mission. In previous years, they have Gabriel. - = nativity to accommo- drive through any time

been involved in activities such as ~ The manager of the City Mission An- PLUMBING & DRAINAGE LTD date for COVID-19 between 2-4pm.
cleaning up parts of the Whanganui tony Nobbs thanked BNT for their sup-

06 345 8034

Driving Miss Daisy

.~ Whanganui Merry Chrictmac ~ ‘\
Driving Miss Daisy is NZ's number 1 friendly and reliable 'FYOM a\ll 'I'he '|'€0lm a+ ir, \ :
VA

companion driving service.
Driving Miss Daisy supports you with: * W\‘S‘ = ?‘?‘NQ -“'OT ?LU\MHN@
« Appointments, shopping and Social GWJ
- Caring extra support as needed

* Wheelchair accessibility Wishing you all a very O'Pen 'H’!TOUQMOM'
+ Out of town trips Merry Christmas! ” hOlLda\Fr FROM THE TEAM AT

ACC registered vendor. Total Mobility Cards accepted. \\"’ " Eastown Timber & Fencing

V= .
Bookings essential. //"\\ We will be here to assist you
Ph: (06) 347 9100 .\ with all of your Outdoor

Mob: 021503 313 Driving admin@pipinghotplumbing.co.nz

) : Holiday Projects.
Email: whanganui@drivingmissdaisy.co.nz Miss Daisy* 43 Hatrick Street, Wanganui y !

OUR CHRISTMAS HOURS

24th to wec CLOSED
27th to 2 Dec 8.00am - 4.00pm

Sat 30th Dec 8.30am - Midday
31st Dec to 2nd Jan CLOSED
3rd Jan Onwards Normal Hours

i

Landscap\-ing Building

-

Fenéing

eastown | BufldLink

— e Trial Flights
1 person - $190
2-3 people - $240
Email:

info@wanganuiaeroclub.co.nz
Phone: 06 345 0914

TIMBER & FENCING

4 Holyoake St, Wanganui East.
Ph: 349 0040
Open: Mon-Fri 7:30am to 5pm
Sat: 8:30am - Noon

www.eastownbuildlink.co.nz
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Whimsical tales of old Wanganui

Festive season
- 1922

The old proverb “The
more things change,
the more they stay the
same,” is certainly true
when it comes to water
safety. One hundred
years ago the Wanganui
Chronicle (27 Decem-
ber, 1922), having
reported on the glorious
weather which te:

a large crowd of

to

cliff Beac

swimmer:

water safety measures
on Boxing Day.

“There seems to be
too much disregard of
instructions by bathers.
Every effort is made by
the officials to have the
danger spots prope
marked, but many s
ers pay little or no at-
tention to the warnings
This was well dem
strated yesterday.”

The first to disregard
the warnings, accord-
ing to the Chronicle,
were those who could
swim, thus luring
non-swimmers into the
danger zone. A police

Keep beut.ween the flags folks. .

constable was on duty
at the beach and tried to
use his limited powers to
make surfers pay atten-
tion to danger notices.
One swimmer became
very indignant when it
was suggested he keep
to the safe zone, little
realising that the effect
his example was having
on other bathers may
have been fatal.

“The members of the
Surf Club have been to
considerable trouble to
test the swimming area,
and the least the public
can do is to pay attention
to the \qum&, signals.”

To emphasize its
message the Chronicle
reported on a near fatal
incident which happened

Cancer
Society

Te Kahui Matepukupuku

o Aotearoa

Thank you for supporting the
Whanganui Cancer Society.

We wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

We will be closed from
Thursday 21st December
at 12noon
and will reopen on

Monday 8th January at 8.30am

For more information contact us on:
P: (06) 348 7402
3 Koromiko Road, Wanganui.
enquiries.wgi@cancercd.org.nz

at the beach on the same
day, in which several
members of an isolated
party “got into difficul-
ties and were rescued
after much trouble.” The
offenders (four women
and three men who were
all named) were given
stimulants and sent on
their way.

Meanwhile another
popular pastime fea-
tured negatively in the
Boxing Day edition of
the Chronicle. Mr F.
Foote, former rector of
Palmerston North High
School, criticised the
“orgy of dancing” which
had been prevelant over
the previous few months.
“Boys and girls cannot
do their work properly
if their energies are used
up at social functions,”
he announced. “T would
not cut it out altogether,
but there has been far
too much dancing duri ing
thm winter and spr ing.

able at River f
All proceeds to
mers Whanganui.

) Murray Crawford

ing time w 1th famlly It can also be a bit overw

A qulck technique to relax or de-stress is the

You can do it without anyone knowing. Start by t akmu
a couple of breathes then ..

1. What are 5 things _vou can see? Look for small
details such as a pattern on the ceiling, the way light
reflects off a surface, or an object you never noticed.

2. What are 4 things you can feel? Notice the sensa-
tion of clothing on your body, the sun on your skin, or
the feeling of the chair you are sitting in. Pick up an
object and examine its weight, texture and other physi-
cal qualities.

3. What are 3 things you can hear? Pay special &
attention to the sounds your mind has tuned out, such ‘\"\“

s a ticking clock, distant traffic, or trees blowing in the m ARl

d. 5. What is 1 thing you can taste? y gum, candy,

4. What are 2 things you can smell? Try to notice or small snacks for this step. Pop one in your mouth
smells in the air around you, like an air freshener or and focus your attention closely on the flavours
freshly mowed gr: ‘ou may also look around for Merry Christmas
something that has a scent, such as a flower or an unlit Have a wonderful time & see you ir
candle. - Brain Injury Assn

WISHING YOU A VERY

MERRY

J

a e
v .f\ 2
A

2
720N

ALTOGETHER LOCAL ALTOGETHER BETTER

Lynda Matoe

Bayleys Whanganui 027 759 6321
lynda.matoe@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

HAVE A WONDERFUL
 CHRISTMAS AND NEW.YEAR. .

e -
Rl

 WE WILL BEOPERATING

JROUGHOUT THE HOLIDAY
PERIOD.
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PlunketLine nurses a free phone call Annual Kowhainui Christmas
away 24/7 including Chrlstmas Day

Day, night and in the
wee hours of the morn-
ing, Makere Sargent is
one of PlunketLine’s
registered nurses with a
listening ear who’ll be
on the end of the line this
summer holiday period,
ready to support parents
and caregivers of tama-

riki under-five across the
country.

Anyone with questions
or worries about pépi
and tamariki under-five
can call Whanau Awhina
Plunket’s free 24/7 hel-
pline 0800 933 922— even
on Christmas Day.

“We are here to listen

Wishing all our loyal clients a safe and happy
Christmas break and look forward to seeing you and
welcoming new clients in the new year

-

1 Springvale Road, Wanganui
Phone 06 345 0247

and support whanau with
any questions or concerns
about pépi or tamariki and
we can advise when they
should see a GP or go to
hospital too.”

Mother of six, Plunket-
Line Nurse Makere Sar-
gent says Christmas is a
great time to catch up with
whanau and friends, and
she has a few tips for trav-
elling with tamariki.

“If you’re heading away
from home, make sure you
have a plan for where pepi
will sleep and everything
they need. Pack snacks for
long trips and take regular
breaks.

“This summer is forecast
to be a hot one. Your pépi
or child may struggle with
the heat so it’s important
that they drink often. Stay
out of the sun, find shade
outside wherever possi-
ble and remember to slip,
slop, slap and wrap.

“Wherever you go in
Aotearoa New Zealand,
PlunketLine is there to
support you. You don’t
need to be enrolled with
Whanau Awhina Plunket
to call PlunketLine, just
pick up the phone, calls
are free even from your
mobile,” says Makere.

This year PlunketLine

Tarapuruhi

plunketfine

PlunketLine Nurse
Makere Sargent.

handled more than 96,000
calls, provided more than
1,000 free one-on-one vid-
eo calls with breastfeeding
lactation specialists plus
started providing free one-
on-one video chat sleep
support for whanau need-
ing a little extra help set-
tling pépi.

Call  PlunketLine on
0800 933 922 for 24/7
advice and information
on parenting issues and
your child’s health and
wellbeing or to book a
one-on-one video consult
for breastfeeding or sleep
support.

Parade full of variety

Getting the floats ready for the Kowhainui Christmas parade

The annual Kowhainui Christmas
Parade took place on Monday, 18
December, in front of residents who
were sitting alongside the indoor parade
route, ready to cheer on, not only staff
members involved, but also two pre-
schools, volunteers such as the Mayor
Andrew Tripe in his velvet robes of
office and Councillor Josh Chandulal-
Mackay, wearing his green Christmas
suit, which he does every year as he is a
regular participant in the parade.

An interesting group included ‘mem-
bers’ of Air NZ. Staff members were
dressed up as cabin crew (perhaps one
was a pilot leaving the cockpit to be

with his colleagues). Another was
likely to push the food and drinks trol-
ley (The bottles of whisky and Kahlua
were apparently empty). They had
roped in two young volunteers named
‘Thing 1’ and Thing 2’ from The Cat
in the Hat.’

The parade included friendly dogs,
and one had the presence to go to the
toilet before coming in to be part of
the parade. Even the cleaners got into
the parade with their cleaning trolley
decorated in festive style.

While everyone was getting ready, a
bunch of men were doing what ‘real
men’ do — cooking on the BBQ.

BUSHY PARK

HISTORICAL HOMESTEAD

oS

24th December
25th December
26th December
27th December
28th December
29th December
30th December
31st December
1st January
2nd January
3rd January
4th January
5th January

Phone or email your booking: 06 342 9879
Email: bushyparkbbwanganui@gmail.com

easonal Greetings

from Dale Pullen & his team at
Bushy Park Tarapuruhi Homestead!

Christmas & New Year Opening Hours:

Forest & Sanctuary Open Everyday
during daylight hours

Homestead 10am to 4pm
Homestead Closed
Homestead Closed
Homestead 10am to 4pm
Homestead 10am to 4pm
Homestead 10am to 4pm
Homestead 10am to 4pm
Homestead 10am to 4pm
Homestead Closed
Homestead Closed
Homestead 10am to 4pm
Homestead 10am to 4pm
Homestead 10am to 4pm

n Find us on
Facebook

www.bushypark.nz ® 791 Rangitatau East Rd, Kai Iwi, Whanganui
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Heading into the great outdoors
these holidays?

Source: New Zealand
Mountain Safety Council
(MSC) and NZ Police

New Zealand Police
and the NZ Mountain
Safety Council (MSC)
predict a high num-
ber of people will hit
Aotearoa’s beautiful out-
doors over the holiday
season, and they want
to make sure everyone
makes it home safely
from their adventure.

We all want to hit the
track as soon as the
sun rises, and MSC has
some top tips for those
exploring Aotearoa's
tracks this summer: do
your research and pack
appropriately, have a
plan B, and share your
trip plan with someone
you trust.

“Doing your research
and finding the right
track for you and your
group’s abilities is really
important.

This includes checking
the weather forecast and
understanding how this
can impact your trip.
Packing warm layers
and waterproof clothing,
such as a rain jacket, re-
gardless of the weather

We would like to wish all
our families a

forecast is always a smart
idea,” MSC Chief Execu-
tive Mike Daisley says.

“Having a plan B
means you are prepared
for the unexpected. As
part of this it’s a great
idea to also carry some
emergency supplies, such
as a first aid kit, a little
extra food, or perhaps an
emergency shelter. You
can tailor those emer-
gency supplies to suit the
length and remoteness of
your adventure, for ex-
ample for any overnight
trip a spare day worth of
food and an emergency
shelter are essential,”
Daisley says.

Finally, sharing your
trip plan before heading
out, including the time
you expect to return
home, with someone you
trust means they can call
for help if you’re not
back by the agreed time.

Police’s National
Search and Rescue
Capability Coordina-
tor, Senior Sergeant Lea
Smith, agrees that being
prepared is key.

“For anyone head-
ing into the outdoors
this summer, consider

*

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

® Childcare for children 0 to 6

years old
e Offer 20 hours free*

® Open 7.30am - 5.30pm
® Philosophy embedded with

neuroscience
* Terms & Conditions apply

6

st Yeav-s

38 & 44A Smithfield Road,

WANGANUI
Phone 06 927 5402

www.firstyearswanganui.co.nz

Find us on
Facebook

—PRINT—
Est. 1923

HOURS CLOSED ARE

22" DEC -

8™ JAN

Thank you for your support!

more than one form of
communication to call
for help or update loved
ones. Protect cell phones
from weather and dam-
age and consider utilis-
ing marine or mountain
radio — remember you
might not have cellphone
coverage.

“A registered distress
beacon is also an impor-
tant part of your equip-
ment — you can rent or
buy one.

Beacons can save lives.
They give searchers
essential information
that will help them get
to you if you are lost or
injured,” Senior Sergeant
Smith says.

If you are planning to
get outdoors and explor-
ing the country’s tracks,
it is a really good idea to
take some time to learn
about your destination
and to prepare yourself
by using MSC’s Plan My
Walk app and website.
With over 1600 tracks
to choose from, you
get also get track alerts,
MetService weather
forecasts and warnings,
interactive gear lists; and
your personalised trip
plan can be sent to group
members and your emer-
gency contact. It’s free
to use, and the perfect
tool for sound summer
planning.

The NZ Land Safety
Code provides five key
steps for enjoying the
outdoors, safely:

* Choose the right trip
for you: Kowhiria te
haerenga tika mau

It pays to learn about
the route and make sure
you have the skills for it?

* Understand the
weather: Kia marama ki
te huarere. It can change
fast. Check the forecast
and change your plans if
needed.

* Pack warm clothes
and extra food: Kawea
nga kakahu whakama-
hana me tahi atu kai.
Prepare for bad weather
and an unexpected extra
night out.

~ The Whang;mui River

Eat, drink, rest, and stick
with your group and

* Share your plans:
Whakamahiotia atu &

whakaritenga. Telling a
trusted person your trip
details and taking a bea-
con can save your life.

* Take care of yourself
and each other: Tiakina
koe me tangata ke atu.

make decisions together.

For more helpful infor-
mation on outdoor safety,
helpful free resources
and videos, you can visit
the NZ Mountain Safety
Council website.

aﬁ Alzheimers whanganui

CHRISTMAS
CLOSURE

Alzheimers Whanganui office will
be closed from

Thursday 21st December 2023
Re-opening

Monday 8th January 2024

We would like to wish the Whanganui
Community a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year and thank all the individuals
and organisations that have provided a wide
range of support throughout 2023.

For all enquiries please phone

345 8833

Jackson’s
Flooring Design

Service and Excellence You Can Trust!

The team at Jackson’s Flooring
wish you all a safe and happy
Christmas.

ALL THE BEST FOR 2024!

We close December 21
and re-open
Monday 8 January 2024

Corner of Wilson & Ridgway Streets
06 345 9059
whanganui@flooringdesign.co.nz

126 show boxes of
presents distributed

The Hakeke Street Centre, supported by the Love and
Learn Early Childhood Education Centre, asked busi-
nesses to again help those who need a bit of support
over Christmas to fill a shoe box with gifts.

The response was great. Some donated money, others
filled up boxes, thanks to their staff, while others put
shoe boxes on their counters and received gifts from
their customers. The end result was a collection of 126
boxes to be distributed.

At the Hakeke Street Centre’s Christmas party on 16
December, they asked the public to nominate suitable
recipients while also receiving nominations from or-
ganisations such as Plunket, Safe & Free, MSD and
local schools and kindergartens.

Sheyanne helped to distribute the boxes and said,
‘Quite a few recipients cried. It was lovely to help
families in this way.”

Wiching our cuctomere a
Merry Chrictmac and a Happy New Year

Centre
ONLY CLOSED THE STATUTORY HOLIDAYS

Always Buying & Senm

54 Maria Place, Wanganui (Ginza Bargains Complex)
Ph 06 348 8208 renowg@xira.co.nz

Big Ben
Classic Pies
for

$5.00

Cow & Gate
2 Itr Milk
2 for $7.80

110
Contalners
of loose
sweets

Merry
Christmas
from the team at
Eastside

Rivermill Dairy

Bread
3 for
$6.50

Novelty
Choc Bars
$2.00

King Size
$2.50

63 Jones St, Wanganui East

Phone 343 9598

>k CHRISTMAS HOURS %

Friday 22 December 9.30am - 4.30pm

Saturday 23 December CLOSED

Sunday 24 December CLOSED

CHRISTMAS DAY CLOSED

BOXING DAY CLOSED

Wednesday 27 December CLOSED

Thursday 28 December 10.30am - 3.30pm

Friday 29 December 10.30am - 3.30pm

Saturday 30 December 10.30am - 3.30pm

Sunday 31 December CLOSED

New Years Day CLOSED

Tuesday 2 January CLOSED

Wednesday 3 January Normal Hours Resume
9.30am - 4.30pm

We wish all our customers a blessed
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Z FORVISSER CITYMISSION

WHANGANUI
163 Victoria Avenue, Whanganui  Phone 345 2139
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Great turnout for Fest of CuIturaI Unity Winter Gardens have a great

The Fest of Cul-
tural Unity took place
at Majestic Square on
Saturday, 11 November
with the area “pretty
chocker” for most of the
time. Geoff Follett from
Mainstreet says, “We
were very lucky with the
fine weather as it rained
the next day.”

There was a full line-up
of entertainment this
year with a total of 16
different cultural groups
performing on the day.
The sounds, colour and
movement provided by
dancers and musicians
from around the world,
proved popular with the
enthusiastic audience.

There were also
information stalls from
Amnesty International
Whanganui, Whanganui
District Council, Falun
Dafa and Te Wananga o
Aotearoa.

Of course, the other
big attraction is the wide
range of ethnic food. In
total, there were 21 food
stalls offering up cuisine
that filled the town centre
with amazing aromas and
satisfied customers.

Born and Raised
Pasifika performed
a fusion of Maori,
Samoan & Fijian
song and dance.

Photos by Antonia
Sims Photography.

Samba ao Vento drum-
ming band playing songs
inspired by traditional
Afro-Brazilian tunes.

IPU NZ Kodama Japa-
nese Drum Team played
traditional Japanese
taiko drumming.

Photos by Antonia Sims
Photography.

‘%v

AND HAPPY NEW +

-

HOLIDAY
Qptning Fhurs

Monday 25th December
CLOSED

Tuesday 26th December
8.00am - 4.00pm

Monday 1st January 2024
CLOSED

Tuesday 2nd January 2024
8.00am - 4.00pm

Thank you

to all our loyal customers
for all your support in 2023!

YEAR "3%

CACTUS CREME CAFE
Oldest Cafe in Toww

87 Victoria Avenue Wanganui

We recommend you
visit the Winter Gardens
at Virginia Lake over
this period to see their
great Christmas Display.
It will appeal to all ages
combining Father Christ-
mas, snowmen, reindeer,
North American houses
and other symbols of
Christmas with red and
white plants, especially
poinsettias. Children in
particular will love the
displays.

It is open seven days a
week from 9am to S5pm
except from Christmas
Day to 30 December
when it will remain open
until 7pm.

Chr/stmas dlsplay

Adjoining the Win- an intriguing blend of
ter Gardens is the Art sculpture and garden
Garden which combines  art.

( 5‘*‘2 Seaorts Grlingg

Phone 021 635 517
<) for After Hours and
Statutory Days

Registered Plumber & Drainlayer

Plumbing, Drainage, Gas & Heating
Daniel Goldsworthy 021 635 517

We are open
everyday except
Christmas Day

LEIQIIGINIRS

Mexican Grille
13 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui

www.thelaquattro.co.nz

ONCRETE

Ph 06 347 7717

info@perthconcrete.co.nz
1B Airport Road, Whanganui
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WHANGANUI
DISTRICT COUNCIL

T Te Kaunihera a Rohe o Whanganui

Whanganui District Council wishes you
a safe and happy holiday season

These are our opening hours for council facilities
and services during the 2023/2024 Christmas
and New Year holiday period.

You can still contact us at any time on
06 349 0001. This number is monitored

24/7, including for urgent enquiries.

Customer Services 101 Guyton Street and
Infrastructure Office 179 St Hill Street

22 December 2023: OPEN 8.30am - 12 noon ONLY
24 December 2023 - 3 January 2024: CLOSED

3 January 2024: OPEN 8.30am - 5.00pm (Guyton Street)
Infrastructure Office re-opens at 8.00am
Normal hours resume

Whanganui & Partners — Innovation Quarter,
179 St Hill Street

22 December 2023: OPEN 8.00am - 3.00pm ONLY
25 December 2023 - 5 January 2024: CLOSED

8 January 2024: OPEN 8.00am - 5.00pm
Normal hours resume

Whanganui isite Visitor Information Centre,
31 Taupo Quay

23 December 2023: OPEN 9.00am - 4.00pm
24 December 2023: OPEN 9.00am - 3.00pm
Monday to Friday: OPEN 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturday and Sunday: OPEN 9.00am - 4.00pm
Public holidays: OPEN 9.00am - 3.00pm
OPEN every day except Christmas Day

New Zealand Glassworks, 2 Rutland Street
22 December 2023: OPEN 10.00am - 2.00pm
Monday to Sunday: OPEN 10.00am - 4.30pm

OPEN every day except Christmas Day, Boxing Day
and 1-2 January 2024

Whanganui Regional Museum, Watt Street
OPEN every day (except Christmas Day) 10.00am - 4.30pm
Free entry

Whanganui Regional Museum Archives, Watt Street

Davis Library, Pukenamu Queen's Park

23 December 2023: OPEN 10.00am - 5.00pm
24 December 2023: OPEN 10.00am - 3.00pm
25-26 December 2023: CLOSED

27-29 December 2023: OPEN 9.30am - 6.00pm
30 December 2023: 10.00am - 5.00pm

31 December 2023: 10.00am - 3.00pm

1-2 January 2024: CLOSED

3 January 2024: OPEN 9.30am - 6.00pm
Normal hours resume

Mobile Library

Tahi

24 December 2023 - 8 January 2024: CLOSED
9 January 2024: Normal hours resume

Rua

15 December 2023 - 29 January 2024: CLOSED
30 January 2024: Normal hours resume

Gonville Library, 44 Abbot Street

23 December 2023: OPEN 10.00am - 2.00pm
24-26 December 2023: CLOSED

27-29 December 2023: OPEN 9.00am - 5.00pm
30 December 2023: OPEN 10.00am - 2.00pm
31 December 2023 - 2 January 2024: CLOSED

3 January 2024: OPEN 9.00am - 5.00pm
Normal hours resume

Alexander Library | Te Rerenga Mai o Te Kauru,
Pukenamu Queen’s Park (weekdays only)

22 December 2023: OPEN 9.30am - 5.00pm
23 December 2023 - 2 January 2024: CLOSED

3 January 2024: 9.30am - 5.00pm
Normal hours resume

Hakeke Street Community Centre and Library,
65 Hakeke Street

22 December 2023: OPEN 9.00am - 1.00pm
23 December 2023 - 7 January 2024: CLOSED

8 January 2024: OPEN
Normal hours resume

Cooks Gardens

Velodrome: CLOSED unless pre-booked
Track: OPEN

For event or booking enquiries, please email:
events@whanganui.govt.nz

Whanganui War Memorial Centre, Watt Street
18 December 2023 - 7 January 2024: CLOSED
8 January 2024: OPEN

For event or booking enquiries, please email:
events@whanganui.govt.nz

Bookings can be made online at:
www.whanganuivenues.co.nz

Box Office, Royal Whanganui Opera House,
69 St Hill Street

18 December 2023 - 7 January 2024: CLOSED

8 January 2024: OPEN 10.00am - 1.30pm
Normal hours resume

For online ticket sales, please visit:
www.rwoh.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales

Splash Centre, Springvale Park

23 December 2023: OPEN 8.00am - 6.00pm

24 December 2023: OPEN 8.00am - 1.00pm
25-26 December 2023: CLOSED

27-30 December 2023: OPEN 10.00am - 5.00pm
31 December 2023: OPEN 8.00am - 1.00pm

1-2 January 2024: CLOSED

3 January 2024: OPEN (normal hours resume)

Whanganui East Pool, 67 Tinirau Street

23 December 2023: OPEN 12 noon - 7.00pm
24-25 December 2023: CLOSED

26-30 December 2023: OPEN 12 noon - 6.00pm
31 December 2023 - 1 January 2024: CLOSED

2 January 2024: OPEN
Normal hours resume

Whanganui Resource Recovery Centre,
81 Maria Place

The centre is open during the following hours for dropping off
glass, paper/cardboard and cans. Recyclable plastics are NOT
being accepted temporarily due to a fire earlier in December.

22 December 2023: OPEN 9.00am - 3.00pm (reduced hours)
23 December 2023: OPEN 9.00am - 3.00pm (reduced hours)
24 December 2023: OPEN 9.00am - 3.00pm (reduced hours)
25 December 2023: CLOSED

26 December 2023: CLOSED

27 December 2023: OPEN 9.00am - 3.00pm (reduced hours)
28 December 2023: OPEN 9.00am - 4.30pm

29 December 2023: OPEN 9.00am - 4.30pm

30 December 2023: OPEN 9.00am - 3.00pm (reduced hours)
31 December 2023: OPEN 9.00am - 3.00pm (reduced hours)
1January 2024: CLOSED

2 January 2024: CLOSED

3 January 2024: OPEN 9.00am - 4.30pm
Normal hours resume

22 December 2023 - 3 January 2024: CLOSED
Aramoho Library, 2 Mitchell Street

OPEN by appointment onl
¥ appol v 20 December 2023 - 8 January 2024: CLOSED

Please email: archives@wrm.org.nz

9 January 2024: OPEN

Durie Hill Elevator Normal hours resume

Monday to Friday: OPEN 8.00am - 6.00pm
Castlecliff Community Hub and Library,

Saturday to Sunday and public holidays:
uraay o sunday publ aay 10 Rangiora Street

OPEN 10.00am - 5.00pm
23 December 2023: OPEN

24 December 2023 - 9 January 2024: CLOSED

10 January 2024: OPEN
Normal hours resume

OPEN every day except Christmas Day

Animal Pound, Airport Road
23 December 2023 - 2 January 2024: CLOSED

The facility is closed during this time but you can still call
the animal management team on 06 349 0001 for all
animal-related enquiries.

3 January 2024: OPEN 11.00am - 1.00pm
Normal hours resume

Whanganui Airport

The airport terminal will open ONE hour before departures and
20 minutes before arrivals for scheduled Air Chathams flights.
For all Air Chathams enquiries, please call 0800 580 127

www.whanganui.govt.nz 06 349 0001 facebook.com/whanganuidistrictcouncil [ @
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Carrera F150 Raptor RC Car
410070

$149

—

Fisher & Panasonic 20w Micro
Paykel System

WA7060G SCPM250GNS

$1299 $164

Sunbeam Mixmaster
Combo Pro
MXP1000WH

$99

Panasonic
32" HD Smart TV
TH32JS6102

$379

Wham-0
Assorted
Super Kites

$10.99
each

LAST MINUTE

25-50%
off.

All Duvet Covers
& Bedspreads

Bermuda 3 piece
Outdoor Suite

Wwas$tt99 how $959

Brainstorm
My Very Own Fairy Jar
41802

$54.99

LG Freestanding
Dishwasher - White
XD5B14WH

BONUS =
FINISHING
PACK

Intex Air Beds

from $69

Kalo Beanbag Chair

$240

Carrera
Lime Buggy RC Car Ranchero Pedal Tractor
410080 DOLU8145
$89 $239

Carrera
Paw Patrol Slot Car Set
400153

$99

100+
Beds-Rus

DIMOCKS HOMESTORE

PH 06 348 4877 | 190 VICTORIA AVE, WANGANUI

OPEN
7 DAYS
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Opportunities to view, even inspect Vell-known sign has tO 9o

vintage cars |n January

‘Wheels on Victoria’

‘Wheels on Victoria’ is
returning to Whanganui
on Saturday, 20 January,
as part of Vintage Week-
end. The cars will be
parked on the Ave all the
way from Ingestre Street
through to the Town
Bridge.

One of the organisers,
Peter Hardy, says “Come
along and witness cars
through the ages, from
the early 1900s to the one
your dad, or even your
Grandad drove. Even
better, bring along your
own classic car and join
the others on display in
Victoria Ave on Saturday,
19 January. No limits, no
rules, Veteran, Vintage,
Hot Rod, Muscle Car,
Classic Bikes - all are
welcome - “We can never
have too many.”

You can bring your car
into the Ave from Maria
Place and the marshals
will direct you. Public
viewing is from 10am to
4pm. Last year, they had
over 300 vehicles. Bikes
will be based in the 2nd
block. Free to enter or
view.

Frank James is another
organiser, and he says,
“It was amazing to see
all types of cars come
out of the woodwork.”
One of his favourites last
year was the possum in a
sidecar.

Mitre 10 Mega Classic
Cruise — Later on Sat-
urday

One of the established
highlights of the Whan-
ganui Vintage Weekend
is when the classic cars
tour the town to encour-
age everyone to join the
Vintage Weekend activi-

@ ARIZTO

Smarter Real Estate

ties. Two routes are avail-
able, one slightly shorter,
in town, and the other in-
cluding a rural section.

Entry is $15 per car,
which includes an entry
into the fabulous Mitre
10 Mega sponsored draw
after the cars arrive at The
Barracks Bar, Saint Hill
Street.

Enter at the Mitre 10
Mega Car Park from 4pm,
pay your $15, pick your
route and then, at Spm,
off you go on your chosen
route.

There are no restrictions
on make model or age;
just bring your classic car,
your friends and family
and off you go to show the
town what great cars look
like. “We drive by most
of the town’s Rest Homes
so give them a beep and a
wave, and the same goes
for the crowds on the
roadside as you tour past.

Call Peter on
0212723444 for more de-
tails

Outline of the short
route

Leave Mitre 10 Car
Park, over the bridge into
Whanganui East, going on
these streets — Jones, Dun-
can, Burton Ave, Kepa,
Tinirau, Hakeke, Holyoak,
Eastown Road, Poutini,
Milton, Helmore, Anzac
Parade and across to the
other side of the river.

From here, the route goes
into Somme Parade, Bar-
rack, Seddon, Kaikokopo,
Roberts, Paterson, Quick
and into the Top Ten Holi-
day Park, before returning
back into Seddon, Peat,
Halswell and up Christie’s
Hill.

In St Johns, it is up Vir-
ginia Road, left into Great

North Road, through Liv-
ing Waters Resthome, past
Virginia Lake, into Bras-
sey Road, Oakland Ave,
back into Great North
Road, left into Glasgow
Street, Harrison, Liver-
pool and back into Victo-
ria Ave, Ridgway, St Hill
Street, arriving at Bar-
racks Sports Bar

Rest Home Timings (ap-
proximately)

* Summerset: 5.05

» Masonic 5.09

+ St Johns Hill Health-
care: 5.38

* Virginia Lodge: 5.40

« Jane Winstone: 5.43

* Abbingdon: 5.43

* New Vista: 5.46

The Long Route

Includes Carlton Ave,
Alma Rd, York, Puriri,
Cross, Polson, Manuka,
Cornfoot, Seafront, Ran-
giora, Matai, Taupata,
Karaka, Waitote, Moss-
ton, Tayforth, Francis, Ra-
panui, Mowhanau, Kai ITwi
Valley, Rangitautau East
Rd, Brunswick, Blueskin,

coming agam on January 20

Montgomery, Springvale,
Peakes, Spurdle, Tread-
well, Grey St, College,
Ingestre, and finishing up
at the Barracks Sports Bar.

The Burma Rally Sun-
day 21

The Burma Rally is one
of two major rally's the
Wanganui  Vintage car
club run each year. There
are usually 70-100 cars
taking part. Cars will start
assembling from 8.30 am
at Cornmarket Reserve,
near the Dublin St bridge.

The event is open to
entrants only who are
members of the Vintage
Car Club and some in-
vited guests. There will be
briefing for cars at 9.15am
with the first cars away at
9.30am. the rally can be
up to 100 miles long and
covers the greater Wan-
ganui district.

Where - Cornmarket Re-
serve, Whanganui

When - 8.30 Assembly -
9.30am Departure

Price - Free to view

2%"°" Commission (Terms & conditions apply)

It's not ‘goodbye’
It's ‘see you later'

around Whanganui. Unfortunately, it
has to go. The landowner has leased
the land, and as part of the deal,
Param will have to take down the
sign.

He would love to install it some-
where else on a route to and from
Whanganui. If anyone is interested in
having it on their property in a suit-
able location, please get in touch with
Param at Bayleys, Whanganui.

Ttis unmlstakable On the road to
Upokongaro and onwards to Raetihi
and beyond, there is a sales sign on
the right-hand side for Real Estate
Agent, Param Singh. The message
on one side is, ‘It’s not goodbye. It
is see you later.” On the other side it
welcomes people to Whanganui.

The sign has been there for about
seven years, and it would have to
be one of the most memorable signs

$NE;

Celebrate New Year early with us!
Saturday 30 December

A great time with great company and music from
Money For Old Rope

CASTLECLIFF CLUB

Tennyson Street - Ph 344 4449

Sell your Residential or Lifestyle property for a fairer fee!

Complimentary professional property photos with aerials, video & floor plan

Recognised for being in the Top 20% for customer satisfaction nationwide
Go to www.ratemyagent.co.nz and search Rochelle Burton

Make your selling experience an easy one... Contact me to receive the service
and results you expect and deserve!

Commercial | Industrial | Sales | Leasing

A wealth of hands-on
experience.

For all your commercial real estate needs,
give me a call today!

Richard White commercial sales Consultant

M 027 442 6171

Licensed REAA 2008 |

E richardw@pb.co.nz

Rochelle Burton
027 295 8407
rochelleb@arizto.co.nz

Licensed Salesperson (REAA 2008)

Property
Brgkersy

Commercial Real Estate
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BOXING DAY WHANGANUI

Ticket sales available at the gate or buy online

at www.cemeterycircuit.co.nz to skip the queues

INTERNATIONAL SERIES 20123

Whanganui Cemetery CII’CUI’[ returns on Boxrng Day

The famous Whanganui |
Cemetery Boxing Day
Circuit returns on Decem-
ber 26 returns as Round 3
of the Suzuki Internation-
al Series. The previous
rounds have taken place in
early December in Taupd
and Mansfield. However,
the Cemetery Circuit is
the jewel in the series, as a
street circuit is much more
exciting than the other
man-made racetracks.

The circuit has a proud
history, having been raced
every year bar three times
since 1951. The excep-
tions were in 1964 when
there was no meeting; in
2012, when rain washed
out the event, and in
2021, when it had to be
cancelled because of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

It takes a mammoth ef-
fort and significant spon-
sorship for the Cemetery
Circuit Ltd on behalf of

«% TAIT PEARCE

‘ CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

the Wanganui Motorcycle
Inc to run the event, and
manager Allan Willacy
pays tribute to the volun-
teers, whose numbers
“peak at over 200, giving

up their time and energy
and we would like to take
this opportunity to thank
each and every one of
them.”

The Races

A winning team for your business
and proudly supporting the

Cemetery Circuit
race day

Level 1, 156 Victoria Ave, Whanganui

Ph. 345 8474
WWW.tpCo.co.nz

A

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS.

innovation = precision

style

LN\

Proud to support
the

Cemetery Circuit

Showroom:
50a Wilson Street, Wanganui
Phone: 06 345 7077, Fax 06 348 7074
Email: gunzzini@xtra.co.nz
Web: www.gunzzini.co.nz
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GARMAC
ENGINEERING

GENERAL ENGINEERS

SPECIALISTS SINCE 1978

Structural, Full Machining,
Profile Cutting,

General Maintenance
Specialists,

\ Certified Welding and
& g u nZZI nl Steel Stockists.
kitchens p .
roudly supporting the
Cemetery Circuit

363 Heads Rd, Wanganui
(p) 06 344 5065 (ah) 0212425525
(e) office@garmac.co.nz

One of the first Cemetery Circuit races in Whanganui

1. Pre-89/95 Post Clas-
sics. This category has at-
tracted a lot of entries, with
five from Whanganui in-
cluding well known names
of Jeff Croot and Perry
Lett. Another entry is Chris
Nobbs from Auckland, the
son of City Mission man-
ager, Antony.

2. Supersport 300. There
are no locals racing in this
category, with the closest
being Luke Martin, from
Waverley.

3. Formula Sport. An-
other large category with
six locals involved riding
different bikes from two
riding an Aprilia RSV4RR
Factory 1100, with others
riding a BMWSI1000RR,
a Suzuki GSXR1000, a
Ducati 999S and a Honda
CBR600RR.

4. The F2 Supersport
600. Has only one com-
petitor — Luca Durning on
her Ducati F2

5. Nz Supermoto
Champs. There are five
locals competing in this
category — Richie Dibben,
James Clarke, Craig Scott.
Marc McKenzie and Alex

Luff-Scott.

6. Supersport 150/Gixxer
150. There are no locals
riding in this category.

7. F1/Superbikes. Richie
Dibben is flying the flag
for Whanganui in this cat-
egory.

8. F1 & F2 Sidecars. This
category brings its own
excitement to motorcycle
racing. The two Whan-
ganui entries are Peter and

Come
and join
the bike

racing

action this

Boxing

Day!

Lucy Dowman and Bryan
Stent and Tracey Bryan.
9. F3/Pro Twins. Tony

ganui rider in this event.
10. Pre 82 Classic Side-

cars. Whanganui has six

entries out of a total of 11.

Hirini is the only Whan-

Marshall Motorcycles is
proudly supporting
Jeff Croot #99 and
Tim Fraser #391
at the Cemetery Circuit.
Thanks for the amazing support
Jrom our customers and suppliera!

OLD BIKES WANTED

Contact Wayne
02744311820r 06 3433114

143 Ridgway St, Wanganui
marshallmotorcycles2020@outlook.com

Harcourts

Rivercity Real Estate Licensed REAA 2008

Mobile 021 071 0016 Business 06 348 4444
Email: rob.bennett@harcourts.co.nz
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Ticket sales available at the gate or buy online
5 at www.cemeterycircuit.co.nz to skip the queues
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES 20123

Steven Roberts: Whanganui's motorbike designer and vehicle restorer

In the official
programme for the
Cemetery Circuit,
there is an extended
article from ‘The Shed
Magazine’ about local
Steve Roberts, titled
‘For the Love of It.”

The articles points

out that

osity with metal is leg-
end among motoring
enthusiasts and racing
professionals around
the world and, after six
decades in the trade, he
is still a go-to-guy for
out-of-the-box thinking
and superior craftsman-
“Steve’s virtu- ship. His output has

ORISR

pw 7
J/
I

been prodigious; his
innovations ground-
breaking; his produc-
tion values and eye
for detail next level.”
It goes on to state
that “In 1983, he
was awarded the
Inventor of the Year
prize for his ‘Plastic

Steven on his
favourite and last
Triumph Spartan

Fantastic’ bikes and in
2017 took hi

place in Mot

New Zealand’s
Fame.”

The RCP interviewed
Steve in January 2017
to write a front-page
article about him. The
Sarjeant Gallery had
for two years in a row
held an exhibition of
some of his motor
bikes to coincide with
the Boxing Day races.

Among his various
commissions from
throughout New Zea-
land and the world was
a rebuild of a Graham
McRae-designed and
built Formula 5000
racing car. Graham was
a champion New Zea-
land racing car driver.

With Dick Lawton
and Rod Coleman,
Steve built several
Suzuki racing bikes
with some great results,
including a second in
the 1971 500cc world
championships.

A succession of who’s
who rode Steve’s
bikes, including Dave

Hiscock, one of the top
three in the world at
the time. He rode one
of Steve’s creations to
Australasian and New
Zealand champion-

remembered for his
Kevlar bike, “Steve
had a strong influence
of the legendary New
Zealand motorbike
designer John Britton,”

ships. Another was
Robert Holden.
Local motorbike
enthusiast Rod Trott
believes that Steve
will be especially

Harcourts

Supporting the
Cemetery Circuit

v 027 823 1851
P 06 349 0883

E shannon.jury@harcourts.co.nz
W www.whanganui.harcourts.co.nz

Harcourts Whanganui
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

NEW ZEALAND’S BIGGEST MOTORCYCLE SERIES

$ SuUZuUKi

INTERNATIONAL SERIES 2023

 sincersy

BOXING DAY
WHANGANUI

DON’'T MISS THIS YEARS ACTION

ITOURIST TROPHY |

AT CEMETERY CIRCUIT 2023

Ticket sales available at the gate or buy online
at www.cemeterycircuit.co.nz to skip the queues

WHANGANUI

ALL YOU NEED (AND THEN SOME)
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Tom Ditchfield
Panelbeaters & Resto’s

32 Hatrick St,
'ELEL DT

«=« WALKING TRACKS

B PUBLIC ENTRANCES

+ GUARANTEED Panelbeating Work ~ Rust Work - Rust Proofing Undersealing CIRCUITMAP m W:s
* Plastic Bumper Repairs & Welding  « We Will Repair ANYTHING!! : i O s L‘:
* Private & Insurance Work Welcome * All Customisation & Restoration Work , WNEN GATES OPENED

CIRCUIT CROSSING

Phone 06 345 3300 — ANYTIME DURIMG THE DAY
Email tom.don66@gmail.com
www.tomditchfieldpanelbeaters.co.nz

Recent Cemetery Circuit and Robert Holden
Memorial feature race previous winners

RIVER CITY
CABS 1996
&

Robert Holden won this feature race five times — in 1984 - Robert Holden
1984, 1989, 1992, 1993 and 1995. Sadly, he died in

1996, following a crash in practice in the Isle of Man C j I h i '
circuit. The feature race has been named in his honour. o m e o I n t e aCt I o n "
Tony Rees won the event three years in a row from
2000 to 2002 and again another three years in a row lwlllllllllllll,

from 2014 to 2016. His son Damon Rees won it in 2020
but sadly died in a non-medical incident not related to

')
motorcycling earlier this year. Another son, Mitch, won B I L L o c Ks
the event last year. e .

PH: 0800 345 333 , | We are proud to

support the
CAR SEATS CEMETERY

s & Enpayi CIRCUIT
TOTAL MOBILITY VANS Signs & Lngravirng |

LUGGAGE TRAILERS Proud to BULLOCKS
SEDANS & VANS e - support the
N Cemetery Circuit
Ph 06 345 0334

Taupo Quay, Wanganui .
. HIITTI/IIITIIITIIIIIIY
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ACTION

Ticket sales available at the gate or buy online at www.cemeterycircuit.co.nz to skip the queues:

What you need to know when

Times:

« Start times are
dependent on weather
during practice.

« Racing starts around
12 noon, with practice
sessions in the morn-
ing.

Parking

* Taupo Quay. Out-
side circuit for specta-
tors.

« Heads Road/Liffiton
Street. Motorcycle car
park opposite McDon-
alds and nearby street
parking.

« Hatrick Street. Park-
ing available along
the railway line before
entry.

* Maria Place, Wilson
Street, St Hill Streets,
Taupo Quay. Parking is
also available opposite
Trafalgar Square shop-
ping area and along-
side the riverbank.

‘Warnings to the
public

* Motor racing is dan-
gerous and all persons
attending do so entirely
at their own risk.

 No glass and no
animals allowed.

* The carrying or con-
sumption of alcoholic

attending Cemetery Circuit

beverages in the pit ~ =
area is prohibited.

Praising the role of
Volunteers

The Cemetery
Circuit team gives “a
big thanks to all our
volunteers. Without
their loyalty and sup-
port we would not have
this now iconic event.
Volunteers peak at over
200 on Boxing Day,
giving up their time and —
energy and we would
like to take this oppor- -
tunity to thank each and

f

CONSTRUCTION

Buiumg Hv\v.hj H’um%

Proudly supporting the
Cemetery Circuit

Mobile:

021 022 36711

Email:
sam@hardyconstruction.co.nz
www.hardyconstruction.co.nz

4

HONDA

CMX1100 REBEL MANUAL

w $17,995 1

There's a buzz about the CB750 Hornet. Class leading power to weight ratio,
new parallel twin engine and a lightweight chassis honed for sports riding.
For a limited time, every new Hornet comes with over $1000* worth of bonus
Honda Genuine accessories including a meter visor, quick-shifter and a rear
seat bag and attachment. The new Hornet is ready to take flight.

& HINES
i “VALUED AT $12002%
Hit the road and hear the roar. Cloaked in a rich ceramic matte black
finish, the Vance & Hines Upsweep Slip-On adds understated swagger
while tuning the CMX1100 Rebel for a throaty heart-pumping rumble.
Talk to your nearest Honda motorcycle dealer to find out more.

~—
—— e

$15,995

INC GST

hondamotorbike .nz
from 1st April 2023 onwards. Price shown is for the manual model.

On road costs not included. Demo models are not included in this offer. /
Upon purchase of a new CMX1100, customers are entitied to 1x —
Vance & Hines slip-on pipe valued at an RRP of $1200 incl. GST. HONDA

Offer available only while stocks last. Visit

hondamotorbikes.co.nz for more information

*Offer valid until 31/01/24. Meter Visor RRP $215 inc GST, Kit Seat Bag attachment
RRP $20 inc GST, Rear Seat Bag RRP $240 inc GST, Quick Shifter RRP $615 inc
GST. Bike price includes GST, excludes on road costs. Available while stocks last

at participating Honda dealers only. For full terms and conditions go to
hondamotorbikes.co.nz

200 Taupo Quay

Phone 06 345 4149

< ' Community News . s

Pink Ribbon fundraiser triumphs
with over $8000 raised

MC Harry (left) and Ngaire Packer-Samuelu (right).
Photo credit: Annette Western-Lovell

Last month, the Castlecliff Golf
Club Pink Ribbon Committee hosted
a sensational Pink Ribbon High Tea,
captivating 130 guests and becoming
the season's hottest ticket. An enchant-
ing afternoon unfolded, blending fun,
delectable food, and generous contri-
butions towards breast cancer research.
The Pink Ribbon High Tea triumphant-
ly generated $8,869.91 through ticket
sales, raffles, and sponsored prizes.
The local business community played
a pivotal role, generously contributing
to raffles and lucky draws, enhancing
the event's success despite challenging
economic times.

Marlene's sister, Ngaire Packer—Sam-
uelu, courageously shared her breast
cancer journey, emphasising early
detection's vital role. A special Samoan
performance by Tyler-Jade Satele &
Millie Teki added a cultural touch
dedicated to their Nan, enhancing the
day's emotional depth.

Adding a touch of magic was the
emerging venture, HarryD Events, led
by the charismatic Master of Ceremo-
nies, HarryD. With a captivating Drag
King style, HarryD elevated the event,
ensuring everyone was entertained and
the occasion flowed seamlessly.

Major sponsors, including McDon-

alds Whanganui, Stevo’s Distributors,
Ron and Faith McLauchlan whanau,
Wanganui Drainage, Tasman Tanning,
Continental Event Hire, and Castlecliff
Golf Club, played a significant role as
well as over 30 other businesses who
kindly donated products and services to
help raise funds for cancer research.

Special mention goes to caterer
Darlene Hall of Phoenix Flaming
Eatery, whose beautiful food reflected
a heartfelt commitment driven by a
personal breast cancer journey within
her whanau. Golf Manager Rodney
Donaldson provided unwavering sup-
port, and resident photographer Annette
Western-Lovell captured enjoyable mo-
ments you can view on Castlecliff Golf
Club's website.

In the background, we'd like to extend
heartfelt appreciation to Winnie Clark,
Marlene Gray, Barbara Corner, Lorette
Heibner, Allie Ward, Pauline Kennedy,
Pam Wilson, Jane Barlow, Lyn Bristol,
Rowie Packer and Petrina Clark who
poured their hearts into making the Pink
Ribbon event enjoyable and meaningful
for everyone. Event organiser Winnie
Clark expressed, “Our Whanganui com-
munity is truly special, and the success
of this event owes everything to their
invaluable contributions and support.”

*Terms & conditions apply. This offer is only available on new CMX1100’s purchased

LPG empty?

(M Order your LPG from our app

~ REFILL
& SAVE

rockgas

I
sl Rockgas LPG

Email us at sales@rockgaswanganui.co.nz
Website www.rockgaswanganui.co.nz

rockgas

www.rockgaswanganui.co.nz

Call Rockgas Wanganui on

0800 LPG 2 YOU
348 8008
027 498 0484
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~ Quinlan Court turning 25 years old ~

In 1994, some aging
sisters of St Joseph in
Whanganui raised ques-
tions of how those sisters
not requiring Rest Home
care were to live indepen-
dently with the right kind
of support in the future. A
survey showed that there
was a general need in the
community.

Various facilities in New
Zealand were looked at,
and it became a reality in
1998 with the opening of

Quinlan Court in Harrison
Street. It had 15 personal
units, communal facilities
of dining room, kitchen,
laundry as well as garage
spaces. Another five units
were added in 2016.

The name was chosen by
the Sisters to honour Sis-
ter Hyacinth Quinlan, who
led the first four Sisters to
Whanganui in 1880. She
ministered in the Whan-
ganui area for 11 years and
led the first community

in Hawera in 1885, be-
fore moving to Tasmama
where she died in 1933.
Residents share their
main meal at lunch time
in the dining room. A con-
tinental breakfast is avail-
able, and residents can
select from a buffet provi-
sion including salads and
something like a quiche,
for their evening meal.
There is a weekday man-
ager, kitchen coordinator/
caretaker manager as well

The annual Kowhainui Retirement
Home Christmas Parade held last
week involved staff members who
were dressed up as cabin crew. An-
kother was pushing the food and drinks

Kowhamu: Chrlstmas Parade)

trolley (The bottles of whisky and
Kahlua were apparently empty).

They had also roped in two young
volunteers named ‘Thing 1° and
Thing 2’ from The Cat in the Hat.’ Y,

as cooking and cleaning
staff.

The number of Sisters in
residence have varied with
the current number of five.
Sister Helen Doyle, who
was on the original plan-
ning group and became
the first manager of Quin-
lan Court, is now a very
happy resident.

The RCP met with four
residents — all Sisters —
Helen, Jo O’Connor. Mar-
cienne Waite and Kristine
Keane. They pointed out
that while there are cur-
rently no men, there have
been in the past and hope-
fully in the future. They
point out that you don’t
have to be Catholic to be
a resident — in fact they
don’t know who is Catho-
lic and who is not.

All four had other lives
and ministries in the com-
munity and said the em-
phasis at Quinlan Court
was on independent liv-
ing. “You can get involved
as much or as little as you
want.” There are plenty
of interest groups such as
playing cards, Mahjong,
puzzles with some going
out to exercise classes.
The gardens around Quin-
lan Court are attractive,
and if you want, you can
have your own little gar-
den.

One Sister said that she
put her name down 30
years ago, although they
didn’t necessarily want to
live in such an arrange-
ment. With most of them

Quinlan Court Sisters Marcienne, Jo, Kristine and Helen

here for more than three
years, they are very happy
with Sister Jo, describing
Quinlan Court as “a mar-

vellous place.” Friends If residents need hos-
and families, as well as pital-type care, they will
caregivers, are frequent move on to a suitable rest
visitors. home.

“Congratulations on building
for future success.”

Belton Smith

N & Associates Ltd

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

166 Wicksteed Street, T (06) 345 1166
www.beltonsmith.co.nz

= Christmas +fours=

NEW WORLD

WHANGANUI

Wishing all our customers a very Merry Christmas

and a happy new year!

Thursday 21 December
/am - 9pm
Thursday 22 December
/am - 9pm
Thursday 23 December
/am - 9pm

However you do Christmas”

CHRISTMAS EVE 7am - 9pm
CHRISTMAS DAY CLOSED
BOXING DAY CLOSED

Wednesday 27 December
/am - 9pm

@) 374 Victoria Avenue, Whanganui
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~ On Call
0\) Labour

Wanganui, we thank you for your
support over the years.

Graeme Musson handed
over the keys to On Call
Central limited to Rahul
Patel on the 16th of Oc-
tober, eight years after it
was established by him
and his wife Margaret to
serve the business com-
munity of Wanganui and
add some competition in
supplying Casual Labour,
Recruitment and Drug
testing.

The Wanganui pur-
chase complements a
Labour hire business
Rahul already operates in
Auckland, and he says the
expansion into Wanganui
shows his faith in the
growth of the Central
district area and will use
the experience he has
in bringing in overseas

We wish you all a very

Wersy Chsiflmag

and a safe and

tappy Vews Year

Graeme and Margaret Musson

Suite G, Victoria Court, 94 Victoria Ave, Wanganui

Ph 06 343 8002
Website www.occltd.co.nz

Merry Christmas to all our readers

experienced workers to
fill the void in certain
areas if and as required in
Wanganui.

The new company will
continue to use the trad-
ing name of ‘ON CALL
LABOUR’ in Wanganui,
and you will now see it
being used in Auckland

as well.

Vinit Patel has been
appointed to run the Wan-
ganui operation and will
be assisted by one other,
starting in the new year.

Graeme says that it is
now time for both him
and Margaret to retire, sit
back and smell the roses

Graeme to retire after running
‘On Call Labour’ business

and spend more family
time together.

The contact for ON
CALL LABOUR
Wanganui is now Vinit
Patel 0223903963, email
vinit@occltd.co.nz,

Suite G Victoria Court,
94 Victoria Avenue,
Wanganui.

Stephen Brandon CEO Community
Foundation moving on

Stephen Brandon joined
the Whanganui Commu-
nity Foundation six years
ago as their CEO, and at
the end of January, he will
be moving on to set up
his own consultancy. He
says, “I have loved the job,

1L

Reall skin.

HELLO, WE'RE CACI, SKIN, LASER AND INJECTABLES EXPERTS.

Membership benefits:
% Personalised plan

| [
;\ // Rewards! \W-

WINNER
\Jﬁ Skincare savings

‘E Payment plan

Our Memberships:
Skin Health

‘u_e Aw_.e
%

Laser Hair Removal

s

Cosmetic Injectables
s,
#eapEns

Body Shaping

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesday 9:30am - 5:00pm
Wednesday 9:30am - 7:00pm
Thursday 9:30am - 7:00pm
Friday 9:30am - 5:00pm

Saturday 9:30am - 3:00pm

Caci Whanganui | 06 213 4333
85 Victoria Avenue, Whanganui
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learnt a lot and value the
relationships I have been
able to develop.”

He adds, “The people T
have worked with to pro-
cess their application for a
grant are all dedicated to
their causes and together,
all want to see a strong
Whanganui  community,
which the Foundation is
all about.”

He admits that it has been
a learning process but has
developed the understand-
ing and expertise to take it
to the next level — working
with community funding
agencies throughout the
country while continuing
to be based in Whanganui.

Key to this expertise is
not only being confident
talking finances and dis-
cussing alternatives with
applicants but also under-
standing how to use the
computer systems.

His main focus will now
be working with those on
the funding side to make
their processes quicker
and more successful. He
has already been working
with Toi Foundation in
Taranaki and Rata Founda-
tion in Christchurch.

A common denominator
is the Fluxx Company, a
dedicated  philanthropic
company which provides
IT programmes for grant-
ing organisations. It is
described as “the industry-
leading cloud-first grants
management software
solution. Purpose-built
by grantmakers for grant-
making.” As  Stephen
says, “It understands the
processes of grants, pay-

ments, schedules etc.
Over the past six years,
I have made a name for
myself worldwide, help-
ing funders use it better.
The core software can be
complicated or reason-
ably simple as you want.”

In his new role as a con-
sultant, Stephen is likely
to be also involved in
upskill training. “T know
their tech people.” He is
not aware of anyone else
in New Zealand doing
full-time the consultancy
work he is planning. “This
is a niche opportunity.”

Whanganui ~ Commu-
nity Foundation provides
annual grants of around
$1million per year. The
focus is on professional
development and capac-
ity-building activities in
the Community sector,
welfare-based  projects
which aim to promote
intergenerational change
and respecting diversity.

Grants have been given
to a wide range of com-
munity organisations,
with larger amounts given
to Jigsaw Whanganui,
Stone Soup, the Sarjeant
Gallery  redevelopment
project, Bulls Community
Centre, YMCA and Surf
Lifesaving.

They responded to
the Covid-19 Pandemic
by offering grants from
$1000 to $5000 to support
non-profit community or-
ganisations affected. They
are also responding to the
housing crisis by allocat-
ing significant grants to
organisations involved in
providing housing.

Stephen Brandon
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SHELTER VIEW JETSPRINT TRACK, WANGANUI, QUALIFYING STARTS 9:00AM

GATE SALES: ADULT $30, CHILD 5-15YRS: $10 (UNDER 5'S FREE), FAMILY PASS $70
ONLINE TICKETS: ADULT $25, FAMILY $60. WWW.V8JETSPRINTS.CO.NZ

Whanganui will be
hosting two rounds
of Jet Sprints — on
Wednesday 27 Decem-
ber and the final round
on Monday, 4 March
2024. Hastings was un-
able to host their round,
so Whanganui stepped
up. The other rounds
are in Wanaka, Feath-
erston and Meremere.

The Shelterview Jet
Sprint Track, which
is off State Highway
4 on your right, past
Upokongaro but before
the turnoff to the River
Road, was purpose
-built back in 2004.
Julia Murray, on whose
farm it is based, says,
“We were having a beer
after rugby, and Peter
Dillon, a Jet Sprint
driver himself, sug-

TTEPRINT

gested the idea.”

It is a great spot to
watch the jet sprints.
You can’t miss any of
the action, no mat-
ter where you sit. The
backdrop of trees and
the hills makes for a
pleasant setting.

The Jet Sprints attract
all types. As Julia says,
“There is an amazing
variation of ages with
a high percentage of
women.”

The day starts at
9am for qualification
rounds — spectators are
welcome at this stage —
with racing due to start
around 11am and finish
around 4.30pm. There
will be up to 30 boats
competing.

You can bring your
own food and drinks,

,‘_qu:'gk"rq."'b‘g'b
e

as well as chairs and
perhaps a blanket. There
will be food and coffee
carts, however. Julia
reminds people that it is
a farm — so wear suitable
shoes. But absolutely no
pets.

Two locals will be
competing. Rob Coley
is in the NZ1 category
— Building King Super
Boat class. He won the
series last year. Ross
Travers is in NZ2 Group
A, Sprintec class.

The boats are super-
fast, reaching 140km per
hour in under 2 sec-
onds. Julia says, “Their
acceleration is one of
the fastest in the world,
quicker than an F1 jet.”
They also pull 4.5 gs on
the corner.” The drivers
are strapped in with 5

PHONE 06 348 7384  LIMITED

Proudly supporting
WANGANUI JETSPRINTS

CARS = TRUCKS « TRAILERS * UTES « VANS
12 SEATER MINI BUSES

219 Guyton St, Whanganui. 0800 131 544
E: hireitlimited@gmail.com  www.hireitrentalswanganui.co.nz

Jetsprint racing -
Great fun for young and old!
Support our local crews.

WANGANUI
PLUMBING LTD
Ph (06) 343 9763

168 Somme Parade, Aramoho
Wanganui

online and $30 at the
gate, children 5 to 15 are
$10, and those under 5
are free. A family pass
for two adults and two
children is $60.

SALES, PARTS AND SERVICE

to 6 harnesses as well
as being protected by

a neck device and roll
cages.” Julia is proud to
say that there have been
no deaths in the sport.

Julia is looking

forward to the World
Series taking place in
New Zealand in 2025,
with Whanganui host-
ing the final race. She

is the President of Jet TRACTORS

Sprint NZ. Overseas

entries will come from FARM EQUIPME"T -
the USA, Canada, and HEAW MAGHINEIIY 1

Australia.

Many of them buy
their boats here, and
especially if they are
from Australia, they will
tend to leave them here,
as it is cheaper than
transporting them back
and forth.

The tickets cost $25

Joe Crawford ¢ 027 330 3056

==t cnr Guyton & Hatrick Streets , Wanganui
joe@tracmac.co.nz 06 345 8855

McCORMICK
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DAVID JONES MOTORS

www.davidjones.co.nz

2018 TOYOTA PASSO

1.0L, petrol auto, only 30,000kms, body kit,
rear parking sensors, remote central locking,
traction control, active

w start/stop, air cond,

high seating.

B now $12,995

2022 HYUNDAI KONAN

2.0L, turbo petrol, 8 speed auto, 280hp, only
15,000kms, precision tuned suspension, 18"
alloys, reverse camera, SatNav

3 drive modes.

[
NOW $52,995

2014 HYUNDAI iX35 GDi

2.0L petrol, auto, only 141,000kms, reverse
camera, alloys, high seating, isofix, cruise
control, fog lights,

roof rails,

leather.

NOW $16,995

2019 SSANGYONG REXTON G4 SPR

2.2L, turbo diesel, auto, 4WD, only 74,000kms,
black 20" alloys, 7 seater, leather, reverse
camera, apple carplay /

android auto,

towbar.

NOW $39,995

ety ¢
s
no

2020 SUZUKI SWIFT SPORT

1.4L, turbo petrol, 6 speed auto, bodykit, only
34,000kms, reverse camera, Sat Nav, 17"alloys,
parking sensors,

. keyless entry/start.

NOW $24,995

2021 NISSAN NOTE X

1.2L, HYBRID, auto, only 900kms, climate
control, body kit, LED headlights, blind spot
detectors, parking sensors, E-Power.

el

L TS
Was $36,995 W\[1)[/ExE K]

2008 HOLDEN COMMODORE GTS LS3
6.2L, petrol, V8, 6 speed manual, only 111,000kms,
HSV, 317kw, 20" black alloys, adjustable, sports
= suspension, body kit,
“~._towbar, many more

NOW $69,995

2023 FORD RANGER XLT
2.0L, Bi turbo diesel, 10 speed auto, 2WD, only

3,600kms, hardlid, towbar, alloys, 10.1" touch
screen, reverse camera,

I Now $56,995

Secure Your New

Mitsubishi PHEV 'befa &

£
4

w“. -l:i.“- ,-'

ZY~

2019 SUZUKI SWIFT RS

1.0L, turbo, petrol, auto, only 26,000kms, alloys,
reverse camera, SatNav, Android Auto/Apple
CarPlay, only 5.7L/

100kms, turbo,

|
NOW $21,995

2018 HYUNDAI KONA ELITE

2.0L, petrol, auto, only 48,000kms, keyless start/
entry, alloys, wireless charging, reverse camera,
bluetooth, heated leather

seats, great{colour.

Was $27,995 @\[N[KyLK: 117

2022 MAZDA CX-3 GSX

2.0L, petrol, auto, only 19,000kms, alloys, reverse

camera, daytime running lights, leather, Isofix,
SatNav, adaptive cruist

control, like new!

2.0L, bi-turbo diesel, auto, only 34,000kms, alloys,
8.5L/100kms, side steps, LED daytime lights,
sports bar, roll away

lid, reverse

camera.

NOW $52,995

‘CRACKER OF A CHRISTMAS’
DEALS - ON NOW

Lo

A

2021 HYUNDAI IONIQ 5

58kwh, fully EV, auto, only 45,000kms,
380km range, reverse camera, alloys, Apple
CarPlay / Android Auto,

wweless charging.

Was $56,995 M\ [NVELLHLL

2012 NISSAN ELGRAND

2.5L, petrol, CVT auto, only 185,000kms, alloys,
7 leather seats, keyless entryj/start, electric
sliding doors, full body kit,

owbar, tinted.

NOW $11,995

2012 MAZDA CX-9 LTD

3.7L, petrol, 6 speed auto, only 176,000kms, rear
DVD player leather, 7 seats, reverse camera, AWD,
o DArking sensors, sunroof,

climate control.

2.3L, twin turbo diesel, 7 speed auto, 20" black
alloys, only 19,000kms, nudgebar with light bar,
z _ black hardlid, flares,

A reverse camera,

/\

MOTORS

YEARS
Proudly Supporting The Community For >

2022 SUZUKI IGNIS GLX

1.2L, petrol auto, only 1,800kms, roof rails, only
5.41/100kms, roof rails, Isofix, SatNav, reverse
camera, cruise control,

bluetooth,

overdrive.

NOW $21,995

2011 FORD FALCON XR6

4,0L, petrol, auto, only 132,000kms, CD stacker,
Tiptronic, digital dash, towbar, foglights, alloys,
Bluetooth, Very tidy

2.5L, petrol, CVT auto, only 46,000kms, 7 seater,
reverse camera, SatNav, leather heated seats,
20" alloys, LED daytime

running lights.

NOW $29,995

2013 FORD RANGER XLT

3.2L, turbo diesel, 6 speed manual, 20" wheels
only 65,000kms, 2WD, fog lights, rear parking
_sensors, towbar, side steps,

bluetooth, low kms.

NOW $29,995

7 NISSAN
‘ INTELLIGENT
MOBILITY

CASH IN QUICK

ON A NEW QASHQAI
From $39,990 :orc

276 & 330 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui. Phone 06 3455115
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Summer kitchen tips to stay cool ©ost°'

Take advantage of sum-
mer and use your appli-
ances the right way to
stay cool.

Grill Outdoors: Take the
cooking outside by us-
ing a grill. Not only does
it keep the heat out of
your kitchen, but it also
adds a delicious smoky
flavour to your food. We
love cooking on the Wolf
outdoor BBQ it’s a game
changer with the flavour
levels.

Invest in a Blender:
Summer is the per-
fect time for refreshing
smoothies, cold soups,
and icy beverages. A
blender is a versatile ap-
pliance that can help you
whip up cool and nutri-
tious treats.

Optimise  Refrigerator
Use: Keep your fridge
organized to reduce the
time the door is open.

Seal leftovers properly
and consider using air-
tight containers to keep
your fridge working ef-

ficiently.
Choose Energy-Ef-
ficient Appliances: If

you're in the market for
new appliances, look for
those with the Energy
Star label. They are de-
signed to be more energy-
efficient, which can save
you money in the long
run.

Maintain Your Appli-
ances: Clean the coils on
your refrigerator, check
the seals, and perform
regular maintenance on
your appliances. Clean,
well-maintained  appli-
ances tend to work more
efficiently and use less
energy.

Use Small Appliances:
When possible, use small-
er appliances like toaster
ovens or microwaves in-
stead of the oven. They
heat up quickly and don't
contribute as much to in-
door temperatures.

Keep the Kitchen Well-
Ventilated: Use exhaust
fans or open windows to

help remove hot air from
your kitchen. This can
make a significant dif-
ference in maintaining a
comfortable temperature.

Cook in Batches: Instead
of cooking multiple times
a day, consider preparing
larger batches of meals
and reheating as needed.
This reduces the overall
cooking time and mini-
mizes heat exposure in the
kitchen.

Go for No-Cook Meals:
Embrace salads, sand-
wiches, and other no-cook
meals that don't require
heating up the kitchen.
This is a great way to en-
joy fresh, cool meals dur-

ing the summer.

Upgrade to Energy-Effi-
cient Lighting: If you have
incandescent bulbs, con-
sider switching to LED
lights. Incandescent bulbs
emit more heat, contribut-
ing to the overall tempera-
ture in your kitchen.

Schedule Cooking for
Cooler Times: Try to cook
during the cooler parts
of the day, such as early
morning or late evening,
to minimize the impact of
heat in your kitchen.

By implementing these
tips, you can keep your
kitchen cool and energy-
efficient during the sum-
mer months.

by 4.9%

The average cost of building a home in
Aotearoa New Zealand’s main centres
has increased by less than half as much
as last year.

QV CostBuilder is New Zealand’s
most comprehensive construction cost
database. More than 42,000 rates were
updated in November, with the average
cost of building a standard three-bed-
room home increasing by 4.9% annually,
including by just 0.9% since June 2023.

This compares to an average annual
increase of 11.3% at the same time last
year, and an average annual increase of
14.7% at the end of November 2021.

CostBuilder spokesperson and quan-
tity surveyor Martin Bisset commented:
“Construction costs have all-but stabi-
lised throughout the second half of this
year, reflecting a somewhat improved
economic outlook internationally and
an easing in the global supply chain is-
sues that arose throughout the Covid-19
pandemic.

“Fuel costs have largely stabilised for
the time being, inflation is in slow de-
cline, and interest rates are expected to
be at or near their peak now. These fac-
tors and others closer to home — includ-
ing increased migration helping to fill
labour shortages — are currently keeping
rising costs in check.”

However, Mr Bisset warned that there
was still a great deal of uncertainty at
home and abroad, which made it dif-
ficult to predict how construction costs
would continue to evolve into 2024 and
beyond. “Economic conditions remain
highly volatile — not least because of
the war in Ukraine and the Israel-Hamas
conflict.”

“There's still a question of whether or
not interest rates will ease at all next

ECISI :Stor.

SELF STORAGE

SELF STORAGE |

s“x 5‘2&5 from - Z- .e
THE RENT (ENTRE Lid 36777

AT a0 R 1

KATKOKOPU RD
"WANGANUI

06 347 7867 or 0274 975 445
www.therentcentre.co.nz

EYZS] Mob 0274 442 770

CALL US
FOR
YOUR
DRINKING
WATER
SUPPLIES

Self Storage units means
secure storage with 24/7
access with a locked and lit
compound with a high
security fence.

Sizes from:
5.1m?® to 48.6m?
Prices from

$7 per week

Discounts for extended
rentals and for pre-paid
arrangements.

Our install teams are all trade certified.

building a home increases

annually

year, and by how much will depend on
inflation being contained. As we rely on
importing a lot of building materials in
this country, a lot also depends on the
buying power of the New Zealand dollar,”
he added.

Elemental rates have increased by 0.4%
on average since CostBuilder’s major up-
date in June. The cost of the frame and
substructure went down 4% and 2.9%
respectively due to the reduction in steel
rates, but drainage and roofing went up by
5% and 2.8% respectively.

The biggest trade price change related
to reinforcing steel, which reduced by
16.9% due to a more favourable exchange
rate. However, infrastructure increased by
7% due to increases in plant hire fees and
drainage rates, with demolition also in-
creasing by 5.1% due to average increases
for plant hire and tip fees.

“It’s important to remember these fig-
ures are averages and the cost of building
will always be dependent on the level of
finishes, internal layout, and all manner of
other elements, including whether or not a
home has a single or double garage,” Mr
Bisset said.

CostBuilder is an online subscription-
based building cost platform, powered
by state-owned enterprise Quotable Val-
ue (QV), with a database of more than
60,000 rates across Auckland, Hamilton,
Palmerston North, Wellington, Christch-
urch and Dunedin.

It covers everything from the building
costs per square metre for warehouses,
schools, and office buildings, to the ap-
proximate retail supply cost of GIB and
more than 8,000 other items, plus labour
rates, labour constants, and more.

Visit CostBuilder at
costbuilder.qv.co.nz.

BEFORE

YOU

RENOVATE
INSULATE!

Internal External

Con’(acT us today and start saving tomorrow”

insulmax.co.nz

WALL INSULATION SYSTEM

CONTACT: Stephen Jestin 027 323 1000 or Email: kathleen@insulmax.co.nz
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Jumbo crossword

ACROSS

1 Bisect (5)

4 “The boy who never
grew up” (5,3)

9 Struggle against (6)
14 Core (5)

15 Following soon after
(4,2,3,5,2)

17 Throttle (5)

18 Age (3)

19 Horseback soldiers
7

20 Writing untidily (9)
21 Rubble (6)

24 The common peo-
ple (3,6)

25 Steering board (6)
26 Taste (6)

29 Rock studiers (10)
31 Insect (3)

32 Cup-shaped sweet
spongy cake (6)

33 Second Greek letter
“)

35 Mined mineral (3)
37 Wind blast (4)

39 In neutral (3,2,4)
40 Trickery (9)

41 Embezzlement (5)
42 Stay of execution

()]

47 Squeeze (8)

51 Impudence (5)
55 Pinball game (9)
56 Makes queasy (9)
58 Ditty (4)

59 Frozen water (3)
60 Require (4)

61 Breathed quickly (6)
62 Donkey (3)

63 Fussy (10)

66 Well again (6)

67 Last exams (6)
69 Multiplied (9)

72 Drawing (6)

73 Keeping (9)

75 Strong distilled
liquor (7)

77 Share (3)

80 Perfect (5)

81 Hide; make secret
(4,1,7,4)

82 Tie up (5)

83 Completely lacking
(6)

84 Ascertain, verify
(4.4)

85 Declare (5)

DOWN

2 Ski resort danger (9)
3 Alcoholic drink (5)
5 Sound repeat (4)

6 Morally correct (7)
7 Beat about the bush
(12)

8 Of the nose (5)

9 Purified (7)

10 1l (4)

11 Digging tool (6)
12 Feels concern (5)
13 Queer (7)

14 Gossip (7)

16 Accommodation for
elderly (7,4)

22 Girdle (6)

23 Remove all faults
from (7)

24 Gun pouch (7)

25 Distilling apparatus
(6)

27 Go before (7)

28 Sex drive (6)

30 Strongbox (4)

32 Measuring device
(5)

34 Deep chasm (5)
36 Twist out of shape
“4)

38 Application (3)

42 Small bird (5)

43 Colouring agent (7)
44 To the interior (4)
45 Gross (6)

46 Lukewarm (5)

48 American river (11)
49 Saved from danger
)

50 Male child (3)

51 Sure (7)

52 Mixes by pressing
(6)

53 Punctuation symbol
(8:4)

54 Assistance (4)

57 Christmas bird (6)
64 Flat (9)

65 Origin (7)

66 Withdraw trade from
)

68 Modified for the
better (7)

70 Expresses agree-
ment (7)

71 Plot (6)

72 Structural support

5)

74 Warning device (5)
76 Perch (5)

78 Too (4)

79 Mix up (4)

We do the fone work for you.

Ngaire Eyers Simms M 021 033 7711 P 06 349 0883

Hans Vanderschantz M 027 245 3532 P 06 349 0883

Harcourts Whanganui Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Harcourts
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EACH number in our Code-Cracker grid represents a different letter of
the alphabet. For example, today 26 represents D, so fill in D every
time the figure 26 appears. You have one letter in the control grid to
start you off. Enter it in the appropriate squares in the main grid and
solve the starter word. Fill in other squares in the main and control
grids with the found letters and look for the next word. Follow the word
trail through the puzzle to its completion. Visit www.codecracker.co.nz

=L

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

UI| | w| N|

|
i

© Simon Shuker www.codecracker.co.nz
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Y
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43

HARD Previous solution
43 5 8[12|7
H i 15 7/4/6(3/9(8
Fill the grid so that T aTela 126 4e
every column, every 643]25]7]8 19
9/78|6 3/1|4 52
row and every 3x3 2115984736
i iai 591 6/3(2/7 4
box contains the digits L PR EIE
1t09. 82 4[1709[56 3

Previous solution

T zZ_[3 [4_[5_[6_[7 [8 [9_]0 [11 [12
Ol RIM| Z| T| F| L| A| G

13

14 |15 [16_|17_[18_|19_|20_|21 |2Z_ |23 |24 |25
Ul Wl E| X| P| S| B| K| D] Hl Y| C

26

All puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

Previous crossword solution

ACROSS: 1 Sauté, 4 Over my dead body, 11
Molar, 14 Apart, 15 Merchandise, 16 Ladybird,
19 Maestro, 20 Guile, 21 Declining, 24
Alienated, 26 Busker, 27 Caries, 31 Banal, 32
Figurine, 34 Microscope, 37 Asp, 39 Uranium,
40 Shrink, 41 Outfit, 42 Idea, 43 Startle, 46
Gregarious, 51 Enlarge, 55 Rips, 56 Joined, 57
Astute, 58 Codicil, 60 Yam, 62 Bootlegger, 63
Abnormal, 64 Eager, 67 Starve, 68 Infant, 69
Truncated, 74 Gratitude, 75 Trick, 76 Caution,
81 Obedient, 82 Acquisition, 83 Ditto, 84
Shock, 85 As happy as a lark, 86 Fever.
DOWN: 2 Appear, 3 Turns, 5 View, 6 Recluse,
7 Yearly, 8 Ends, 9 Disperse, 10 Yearns, 11
Mayonnaise, 12 Lair, 13 Riddles, 17 Brief, 18
Alleviates, 22 Habit, 23 Disorder, 25 Learner,
26 Breaker, 28 Garret, 29 Siding, 30 Praise, 33
Usher, 35 Evade, 36 Pull, 38 Polo, 43 Shrub,
44 Approval, 45 Enough, 46 Gingernuts, 47
Eddy, 48 Adamant, 49 Intone, 50 Utter, 52
Nook, 53 Agitate, 54 Glider, 59 Clever Dick, 61
Taint, 65 Handicap, 66 Fatal, 67 Summons, 70
Recital, 71 Stanza, 72 Crisis, 73 Soothe, 77
Twine, 78 Memo, 79 Ruby, 80 Sour.

5x5
Insert the missing letters
S o E to complete ten words
A E — five across the grid
and five down.
E H R | More than one solution
E v may be possible.
T E D R[A|[S|P|S
A|[T|T|I|C
Previous K|O|AJL A
solution EINJT|IEIR
D|E|E|[D|S
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New straight Greyhound track to open in February

Greyhound Racing
New Zealand is install-
ing a new straight racing
track in the middle of the
Wanganui Jockey Club
grounds. Edward Ren-
nell, Chief Executive,
says, “The key aim is to
reduce the contact that
occurs at the first bend in
sprint racing, thereby re-
ducing falls and potential
injuries. With a straight
line to the winning post
and supported by pre-
ferred box draw racing,
where the dogs run ac-
cording to their traits, we
believe there will be less
contact and racing inci-
dents.”

The straight track will

RCP/Mainstreet
Christmas
winners

The RCP team hand-
ed out hundreds of our
Christmas  Colouring-in
and Quiz competitions
at the recent Whanganui
Christmas Parade — a
huge thank you to all the
kids who entered. Your
artwork brightened our
day, and we’re heartened
to learn, through the quiz
answers, how much you
all know about Kowhai
Park and the town cen-
tre. The prize-winners,
Korbin, 12 years old, and
Kaydence, 7, each have
a $50.00 Mainstreet Gift
voucher to spend. Enjoy!

be shorter at 350m, with
circular tracks being able
to cater better for middle
distances (450 to 520m)
and long distances (600 to
770m)

While there are a number
of straight tracks in Victo-
ria, New South Wales and
Queensland and it is a key
part of greyhound rac-
ing in Australia, support-
ing oval track racing, this
Whanganui track is the
first in New Zealand.

Edward explains the
choice of Whanganui as
follows: “With Whan-

ganui’s oval track closed
for renovation, it was

agreed a straight track
would provide a comple-
mentary product and less-
en contact and hopefully
the injury rate in sprint

racing.”

He adds, “We are cur-
rently exploring options
for another straight track
in Ashburton to service
the Canterbury racing
population.”

However, as with Aus-
tralia, New Zealand Grey-
hound Racing sees the
future of racing as being
a combination of both
approaches. “The aim of
straight track racing will
be to cater for a good per-
centage of sprint racing.”

Greyhound racing own-
ers have been “overall
supportive and keen to see
it introduced for enhanced
safety for the greyhounds
racing on it. It will be a
key component of our
racing product in future
years.”

The greyhound straight track at Whanganui
Racecourse

As for the punters, Ed- would expect similar sup-
ward believes, “Given port to oval track racing,
Australian results, we particularly as punters get

used to the form on the track in late January with
straight track. totaliser races to com-
The aim is to trial the mence in February.
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TRC Toyota
Whanganui

me%@wmﬁw flew Yeur

from the team at TRC Toyota Whanganui

Yaris Cross GR
Sport Hybrid

$44,490or

Blending SUV power and the new 1.5-litre Hybrid engine that has an incredible combined fuel
consumption of just 4.2L/100km*, the All-New Yaris Cross Hybrid is in a class of its own. Switch
between driving modes and stay on the road for longer - who says fun can't be environmentally
conscious too? With a rebate of $2,012.50 if registered before the end of this year.

Yaris Hatch ZR
Hybrid

$38,3900r

The New Gen Yaris is full of surprises, and the Yaris Hatch Hybrid is no exception. The new
1.5-litre Hybrid engine delivers a combined fuel consumption of just 3.6L/100km* and CO,
emissions of 84g/km*, making for a very happy driver at both the pump and behind the wheel.
The self-charging electric motors capture energy from driving for an eco-friendly and surprisingly
zippy drive. With a rebate of $2,645.00 if registered before the end of this year.

CH-R Limited
FWD Hybrid

$44,2900r

Now with Parking Support Brake and Intelligent Clearance Sonar, Lane Tracing
Assist, Road Sign Assist, Smart Key Entry, and Push Button Start. Easy on the
eyes, easy on the environment. With a 1.8-litre self-charging Hybrid engine.

WHAT MAKES THIS PRICE A GOOD DEAL?

Getting you on the road with the complete package.
Toyota Driveaway Price is the amount you'll pay to get on the road and

stay there in your new Toyota. It includes all on-road and registration costs, years years years years
as well as a full tank of gas so you're ready to roll. Plus, you'll also receive Warranty Capped Price Roadside WOF
Service Advantage, which will give you up to 5 years of worry (if scheduled Service Coverage Assistance Coverage

Toyota Driveaway Price includes
All On-Road and up to:

free ownership. servicing is met)

T&Cs, KM limits and servicing criteria apply.

027 444 0507

SALES CONSULTANTS

UWYNN CARTER DYLAN HANSON
027 326 7211

FINANCE & INSURANCE CONSULTANT

AMANDA CALVER
021 360 895

221 Guyton Street, Whanganui. Phone: 06 348 8850
email: sales@trcwhanganui.toyota.co.nz

TIM CLOAKE
027 2437353
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After more than 30
years’ service with Sport
Whanganui, Danny Jonas
is stepping down from
his role as Chief Execu-
tive in early-2024.

Danny will step down
in March 2024 to focus
on new opportunities in
real estate and is set to
take up a position with
Property Brokers Whan-
ganui.

“As the CEO for 15
years, I feel the time
is right to start a new
adventure and in doing
S0 requires me to say
goodbye to this role to
be able to start another”,
Danny says.

“During my time at
Sport Whanganui I have
had the privilege to work
alongside all the previous
Chief Executives — Larry
Graham, the late Gary
Stent, Graeme Taylor,
and Phil Kearney.

“Having the position of
CEO has always felt like
a real privilege and I can-
not thank the organisa-
tion enough for allowing
me this opportunity, and
the team for their support
along the way.”

Sport Whanganui Board
Chair John Unsworth
says the organisation has
been fortunate to have
someone of Danny’s
calibre serve to grow and
develop the organisation
to where it is today.

“It’s difficult to put
into words the enor-
mous contribution that
Danny’s made to Sport
Whanganui, to the
sporting community in
Whanganui and to the
community across the
region. His leadership
and service, over many

Danny’s skills in build-
ing relationships over

the years and acknowl-
edges the collaborative,
whanau-focused environ-
ment Danny has created
at Sport Whanganui in his
time as CEO.

“The strength of the
team has been through the
development of a culture
that encourages initiative
and community service at
every level.”

“On behalf of the Board,
I would like to thank
Danny for his leadership
and dedication over his
term as Chief Executive
and wish him all the best
for the future.”

The recruitment process
for the Chief Executive
role will begin shortly,
with the Board of Sport
‘Whanganui hoping to
appoint the new Chief
Executive in the first half
of 2024.

Danny Jonas

Ny WSS

NZ Marist 2023 Women’s

Player of the Year

KIA KAHA

V&

Junior Surf runs at
Castlecliff Beach on Sun-
day mornings throughout
summer focusing on fun
and friendships to learn
and progress skills in our
beach environment.

Our youngest group,
the 'NipNips', are full of
fun. Their session is all
about exploring the feel
of the waves, learning to
dive under them, catching
waves on boogie boards
and creating fun with
whatever the beach con-
ditions throw at us. Our
NipNips are 6 and 7-year-
olds.

At this age level, most
are also working on their
pool swimming through
lessons at the Splash Cen-

SPORTS NEWS

pb.co.nz

Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

Danny Jonas resigns as Sport Whanganui CE Surf bringing fun, friendships and
whanau to Castlecliff Beach

tre. Being on the beach
regularly  builds  their
beach knowledge, and
our programme adds in
the key messages for surf
safety.

As parents are on the
beach and in the water
with their children, it
means the whole whanau
are building an awareness
and becoming confident
together. In water, ratios
also mean we can work
with each child at their
level of confidence as they
try new skills.

It's so rewarding for
our parents, coaches and
lifeguards to see the pro-
gressions through the pro-
gramme, from NipNips
building Surf confidence

to our 11-year-old Cadets
doing their first 200m
surf swim.

If you and your chil-
dren think surf is for you,
come down and watch
what's happening on a
Sunday session, message
our Wanganui Junior Surf
page to register your in-
terest and join the waitlist
to join the programme at
NipNips age or right up
to 13 years old.

Bowls
results

WANGANUI BOWL-
ING CLUB INC
Results from the Hams

years, has steered Sport
Whanganui through
periods of great change
and uncertainty.

Danny started as Sport
Whanganui CEO in
2008 after managing the
Splash Centre facil-
ity for 9 years. Prior to
that he managed pools
in Marton, Hunterville,
and Taihape and was a
tutor in Sport Whanganui
sport and recreation
programmes, as well as
a part-time Kiwi Sport
coordinator.

John also highlighted

7 Clark Allen, Junior Nepia (Team Coach), Sosoli Talawadua, and Life Mem- Tournament - Wednes-

bers Mike Donoghue, Peter Dunlop and Paul Benefield.

Tawhero golf results momme™ W

15 December Friday 9 Hole Haggle STABLEFORD: _2-BOWL  TRIPLES,
October this year, Sosoli also played Daniel Bolton 20, Keith Wilson 20, Joshua Takarangi (S),];JO NS O&IS{ S:S ug
in the Samoa Women’s team that 19. cary tonewoo:
competed in Capetown, South Africa. 16 December 2023 Saturday 18/9 Haggle [STABL- Hi)mes .
In the 2026/17 seasons, Sosoli played EFORD] Ben Potaka 21, Mark Sammons 21, Kayden st Kevin Burney (s),
for the Black Ferns. Shedlock 19. George Marshall, Garth
Sosoli has used her vast experience 17 December 2023 Sunday 18 Hole Haggle NET; Hammond; 2nd Garry
and talents to assist the overall devel- Horima Potaka 69, Ben Potaka 69, Mark Luke 71. Petersen (s), Roger Neil-
opment of the game and overall team 19 December 2023 Tuesday 9 Hole Monthly Medal é)“l{ M{J{]’rgthatson; 3rd
outcomes; she is a great role model for ~ Round 3 NET: Men’s Division 1:Trevor Sammons 33, 011 W& t (s), GranF
inexperienced participants. Sosoli is Dave Johnston 37. Men’s Division 2: John Deighton :’Vllln}grbu;n, Joe PO}’V;L
employed by WRFU and is responsi- 41, Bob McIntyre 41. Women’s Division 2: Priscilla Dt, . ay Eavage 1\%’1 ohn
ble for game development for women ~ Fonseka 28, Jean Walsh 30. 1Ch 501?’ wen“ fo e
and girls union-wide. Congratulations, Upcoming Events: Saturday’s 9/18-hole $5 Haggle Thank you all for your
Sosoli! Tee off 7.30am-12.30pm. participation.

Sosoli Talawadua has been rewarded
for her contribution to rugby dur-
ing the 2023 season, receiving the
NZ Marist Rugby 2023 Women’s
Player of the Year award. This award
is presented annually to a selected
player from nominations within thirty
clubs associated to NZ Marist Rugby
national body.

This season, Sosoli has played for
the Hurricanes Poua in the Super
Rugby Aupiki competition, the
Manawatti Cyclones provincial com-
petition and the Whanganui Marist
team, who finished as champions in

the Whanganui club competition. In

One focus.
Everything we do is focused on

Property
Brcl)akersy

pb.co.nz

Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

getting you more money.

51 Taupo Quay, Whanganui 4500 | Phone 06 345 7714
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WHAT’S

INTHE COMMUNITY

About to look at life changes?
I am a Psychic Numerologist, and I
can help you with decisions. I have felt
blessed over the last 40+ years: guiding
client s towards their self-confidence.
My abilities include, “Search and Rescue
(humans and animals... NOT gumboots
or phones!) Sandra Singleton, Whan-
ganui Districts. 06-345-3803.
Alcoholics Anonymous

Phone 0800 229 6757. If you have a
drinking problem maybe we can help.
AA Wanganui area meeting list: Sunday,
St Johns Lutheran Church Hall, 51 Liv-
erpool Street, Wanganui, 9am; Monday,
Friendship Hall, Morris Street, Marton,
7.30pm; Tuesday, St Johns Lutheran
Church Hall, 51 Liverpool Street, Wan-
ganui, 12.30pm; Wednesday, St Luke’s
Church Hall, 34 Manuka Street, Castle-
cliff, 7.30pm; Thursday, St Johns Lu-
theran Church Hall, 51 Liverpool Street,
Wanganui, 7.30pm; Al-Anon (family
support) Friday, Gonville Library meet-
ing room, 12.30pm. Ph 0508 425 266.

Art By The Awa

Friday December 22nd to Sunday
24th December (9am-4pm). Hosted
by the Boring Gallery at the Whan-
ganui Arts Centre, 19 Taupo Quay. A
selection of artworks by established
‘Whanganui artisans. Gifts for every-
one; Christmas and beyond. Textile,
mixed media, paintings, stylish, arty
garden nesting boxes and more.

Des Bovey exhibition at
Lockett Gallery

65A Guyton Street for the duration of
December and January. Originals and
prints for sale, along with signed copies of
Des’ recently published book “Tongariro
National Park. An Artist’s Field Guide”.
Enquiries phone Paige’s Book Gallery
(06) 348 9095.

Do You Have Questions About
the Bible?

Come and join us at the Christadelphian
Hall on Tuesday night at 7:30pm for Bi-
ble-based discussion and a cup of tea. All
are most welcome. 138 Great North Road.
Email: wanganui.ecclesia@outlook.co.nz
/ www.thisisyourbible.com

Porridge Watson — What's On
This Week

Thursday Quiz Night, last of the year,
7pm. Saturday, Christmas Eve Wild
Rumpus 10 in the morning to midnight:
Boozy breakfast - Angry Fox will be mak-
ing cocktails from 10am and Easy Tiger,
Breakfast Burgers. Entry fee, $10.00 on
Eventfinda and $15 on the door.
Wanganui Spiritual &
Awareness Centre

Meetings 7pm Sundays, Quaker Meeting
Rooms, 256 Wicksteed St. Local or vis-
iting speakers or mediums sharing their
spiritual gifts. Join our healing circle,
take a raffle, stay for supper and chat.
Everyone is welcome. Koha appreciated.
See our Facebook page for details. Ph:

Dear editor

This is a bit late in the
piece I know. I suppose I
had hoped someone more
qualified would be willing
to present another side to
the Israel-Gaza conflict. I
do so now with apprehen-
sion because supporting
Israel is passé today. What
is more, dare I speak for
a people who have been
divided themselves on the
status of the Palestinians?
Why would I, a non-Jew,
risk being pilloried for
daring to offer another per-
spective?

Among other reasons, I
do so is because I believe
that the Jews have a his-
toric association to the
land they call home. They
were living in the land as
a nation state, with Jeru-
salem as its capital, ap-
proximately 1000 years
before Jesus was born. The
Roman army destroyed the
nation state in AD70 and
exiled many of its inhabit-
ants, but even so a remnant
of Jewish people main-
tained a continuing pres-
ence in the land. For over
2000 years, Jews in the
diaspora have maintained
their cultural and religious
identity, and longed for the
day when their cry, ‘Next
year in Jerusalem’ would
be realised.

The return of Jews in the
19th and 20th Centuries
was seen by many people
as the fulfilment of Bi-
ble prophecy and the re-
alisation of the cherished
dream of generations.

To some, the establish-
ment of the state of Israel
in 1948 and its success in
the face of continual ex-
istential threat is nothing
short of a miracle.

To many others though,
the fact that Israel exists
at all is a disaster. Over the
years, Israel's neighbours,

and now many Palestin-
ians, have sought to destroy
Israel. They do not want to
accommodate, much less
accept Israel's right to exist.
The Hamas Charter, for ex-
ample, explicitly calls for
the State of Israel to be de-
stroyed. Such a sentiment
lies behind the cry of pro-
testors in Sydney recently
who brazenly called out,
"Gas the Jews!”

I understand that some
may consider these state-
ments to be hyperbolic and
justified. I cannot. Even the
statement, "From the river
to the sea, Palestine will be
free" is loaded. Some may
try to parrot the phrase, but
Israelis believe that Hamas
means what they say, as
their actions demonstrate.
They want Israel destroyed
and rendered, Juden Frei.

After previous approach-
es to this territorial dispute
had failed, in good faith the
Israeli government evacu-
ated Gaza leaving it for
the Gazans to administer.
There was the hope that
this would be a step toward
peace, but rather than build
a Middle-Eastern Singa-
pore that provided prosper-
ity and peace for the peo-
ple, I believe Hamas spent
billions of dollars building
hundreds of kilometres of
tunnels, some even under
hospitals and stocking them
with weapons with which
they have repeatedly at-
tacked Israel. This ongoing
conflict has been costly to
the lives of people who live
both in Gaza and Israel.

It is a human tragedy that
thousands have been killed
in Gaza over these past
few weeks. That said, too
quickly we forget the bar-
baric attack on Israel that
began the present round
of conflict. The October
7th invasion was beastial;
innocent civilians were

027-697-6308.

LETTER - Israel-Gaza conflict

murdered in their homes
or while attending a music
festival. Some were decapi-
tated or shot. Women and
men were also savagely
raped and brutalised.

As it happens, on the
day of the attack, I was
hosting five Israelis. T will
not forget their distress.
One of them was from a
kibbutz that had been at-
tacked. His own sister and
her boyfriend had narrowly
escaped death, but so many
others did not survive. Over
1,100 people were killed
while others, including
infants and children were
taken as hostages to Gaza.

Apart from the tragedy of
this war for so many in Is-
rael, I am concerned for the
Jewish people I have read
about in New Zealand and
around the world who now
feel anxious and concerned
for their safety because
of widespread anti-Israel
sentiment. Israel is not per-
fect for sure, but there are
many within Israel, who
want peace and have tried
to do the things that make
for peace. In fact, some of
the kibbutz communities
that were attacked had been
helping the people of Gaza
by providing them employ-
ment and driving those who
needed specialised medical
care to Isracli hospitals
for treatment. Perhaps, be-
fore you join the hate-fest
dumping on Israel, think for
a moment, just what would
you do if your neighbours
were determined to kill you
and your family?

It seems to me we have
still so much to learn as
a human family from Je-
sus, the one whom the an-
gels announced to be the
Prince of Peace, but whose
way, for the most part, we
choose not to know!

- Rev. David Bebarfald

Edited

' Community News .
Zest for Mission looks back on

a successful year

Zest for Mission,
the charity shop in the
Avenue, raises funds to
support the work of the
City Mission. Not count-
ing the two part-time paid
staff members - Michele
and Gabby — the number
of volunteers helping out
in the shop or taking the
van to pick up or drop
off items would be close
to 30.

Gabby, who has been
there for seven years,
says the volunteers “love
working here. There is a
good atmosphere. Some
have been here since Zest
for Mission shifted to
Victoria Ave. They are
loyal, reliable and hard-
working.”

It hasn’t been an easy
year for retail, but Gabby
says, “We have held our
own, thanks to our loyal
regular customer base and
our generous donors.”
There was a dip in sales
in charity shops in the
middle of the year, but it
has picked up.

Clothing is always one
of their biggest selling
sectors, especially as
they have some quality
designer clothes available.
Otherwise, it is home-

Gabby, with Mollie,
Jenny and Chris.

ware — cooking utensils,
curtains, towels, linen and
books.

They have a good range
of furniture, from display
cabinets, beds, lounge
suites and dining tables.
Whiteware, especially
fridges, sell well.

They accept electrical
items but test them first. If
they fail within a reason-
able period of time they
will make a refund. Heat-
ers, microwaves and slow
cookers all sell well.

Gabby says, “We get
something different every
day. We have even had
the kitchen sink and laun-
dry tubs.”

They offer a free pick-up
and will drop items off
for a $10 delivery fee on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

An important attraction
is Mollie — Gabby’s dog,
who comes to work with
her. She loves being there
and the customers love
her. “She has her own
fan base,” says Gabby
and “can sense people’s
moods, cheering up
children and the elderly
alike.”

This is our last publication for the year.
Our next paper is January 18.

Emails will be checked regularly on
rivercitypress @xtra.co.nz

Wishing all our readers, contributors and
advertisers a wonderful Christmas

Recent

Bereavements

Sadly passed away recently...

Barbara Ivy Laura BENNETT,
on 17 December 2023, aged 88 years.
Robert Graeme (Graeme) CLINTON,
on 13 December 2023.
Leighton Kelly FORREST,
on 16 December 2023, aged 63 years.
Emma GRAY,
on 13 December 2023, aged 67 years.
Joan Patricia (nee Armishaw)
HAMMOND,
on 17 December 2023, aged 92 years.
Jennifer Raewyn (Jenny) HARTLEY,
on 11 December 2023, aged 71 years.
Alan Robert PARIS,
on 10 December, aged 78 years.
Kerri PIDDING,
on 7 December 2023, aged 93 years.

Copyright:

River City Press produces
and/or publishes advertise-
ments strictly on the basis that
River City Press is entitled
to and owns the copyright
in the advertisement so far
as the copyright relates to
publication or reproduction
for publication in any news-
paper, magazine or similar
periodical or to broadcasting
of the advertisement.

DEMPSEY
FORREST

Arrange a visit today and meet our friendly team.
We are here to help you in your time of need.
208 Guyton St Phone 06 349 0202 any time
www.dempseyandforrest.co.nz

AAnderson Memorials

+ 10055 +

HEADSTONES

Family owned for since 1914

For all
a monumental
work in all
' Check out our
website below

Your loving memories set in stone

cemeteries

A

462 Somme Parade, Whanganui - opposite the cemetery
Tel (06) 343 8708, Email: info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
Showrooms in Fedding & Patmerston North

www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

leveland Funeral Home ===

(06) 345 5522

@;—@[anning
Call or Visit For Your
Free Pre-Planning Pack,

179 Ingestre Street | clevelandfunerals.co.nz
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Local artist treated gratis by

Auckland Charity Hospital
i s : ;

Chris Moisa (centre) with medical staff

At the beginning of
the second week of No-
vember of this year, I
travelled to Auckland
to have a Cataract / Re-
fractive Lens Exchange
Procedure that has now
restored the vision of my
left eye.

As an artist, photogra-
pher and writer, I found
during the last year that
my eyesight was rapidly
deteriorating. The right
eye more than the left. I
was scheduled to have a
cararact operation at our
public hospital, but it was
called off the last minute
because it was felt that
the macular degenera-
tion was too far advanced
and an operation would
not contribute enough to
make it worthwhile. I
was put on a vitamin reg-
imen with the hope that
the macular degeneration
may be stabilized. My
next appointment was in
January 2024.

My optometrist Ian
Russell from Spec Savers
suggested that he could
apply on my behalf to the
Charity Hospital in Auck-
land to at least perform
the cataract operation on
my left eye not only to
help facilitate my crea-
tive endeavors but also to
save my driver’s license
which was due for re-
newal on my birthday in
December.

The Auckland Regional
Charity Hospital is a vir-

tual hospital that has no
premises. Operations are
scheduled and carried out
in available operating the-
atres in Auckland’s private
medical sector. Donations
pay for the use of the thea-
tre, and surgeons, anesthe-
tists and nurses give their
time and expertise gratis.
Applications are accepted
from people who would
benefit from such a proce-
dure but are turned down
for whatever reason by the
public health system or
who cannot afford a pri-
vate operation.

Tan Russell’s advocacy
gained me an operating
spot, and all I needed to
do was travel to Auck-
land for three days. On the
first day, I had a thorough
eye examination and had
the operation explained.
Apparently I was legally
blind. On the second day,
during a painless twenty-
minute procedure, I was
operated on after a local
anesthetic gel was used
to numb the surface be-
fore the hazy lens was
replaced. On the third, I
was checked to make sure
that all was well and dis-
charged.

Luckily for me I was
looked after by several
lifelong friends so the in-
cidental costs were mini-
mal. The most expensive
part was the air flight to
and from Auckland.

I was pleasantly sur-
prised to find that

PUBLIC NOTICES

Te Ope Whakaora

HOMEWARE &
CLOTHING
DONATIONS
NEEDED

428 - 432 Victoria Avenue
Phone 345 2779

Caring for People, Transforming Lives,

Reforming Society

re:vision, the clinic that Dr
Trevor Gray and his fel-
low surgeons and nurses
run is a state-of-the-art
day clinic not far from the
Silvia Park Mall in South
Auckland. Their point
of difference, other than
offering a world-class
standard of care, is their
shoes that gives rise to
their acronym THE RED
TEAM. A clever branding
exercise which for me, a
former teacher of design,
jarred a little with my aes-
thetic sensibilities as isn’t
blood also red? However,
I assure you there was no
blood in sight and I can
also assure you that I am
a very happy recipient of
their expertise and heart-
felt generosity.

If anyone wants to make
a donation, please con-
tact Auckland Regional
Charity Hospital Trust
“ARCH” Postal Address
PO Box 301314, Albany,
North Shore City, Auck-
land, 0752

supplied -

Christodoulos Moisa

Christodoulos Moisa is
an artist, photographer,
poet and novelist and was
Head of the Arts and Art
at Whanganui Girls's Col-
lege.

FIREWOOD

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE firewood
starting from $50 a cubic metre
for sale. Please phone us on (06)
343-8466.

WANTED TO
RENT

Elderly couple looking for a
clean and tidy 3 bedroomed
house to rent long term in
Whanganui. Phone Glenis or
Graeme (06) 343 1606.

WORK

WANTED

A builder, renovator. Plumb-
ing, electrical, painting etc.
Large and small jobs. Quality
workmanship guaranteed. Rates
negotiable. Call Leo, 027-433-
1431, (06) 927-5289.
LAWNS, gardens, pruning,
repairs, clean-up, odd jobs 022-
391-2924.

MOBILITY scooters. Sales,
service, repair, rental wheel-
chairs, walkers, ramps. Call
Graeme 021-1195118 or (06)
347-6927.

PAINTER and Plasterer, pro-
fessional, efficient and exep-
erienced. No job is too small.
Reference available. Call or text
022-035-0175.
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Please
call
Marion Farr
on
021572033

*Guso (e

Take care and enjoy a bright
and happy festive season

Will see you in 2024!

Experience + Expertise = Results
Email: marionfarr@xtra.co.nz

| THE
EWATSONS
ROSS WATSON REAL ESTATE wikeinz

Licenced under the Real Estate Act 2008

FOR LEASE

Office Space
Central City Shops
City Apartments

Big Secure Storage
for Planes, Boats, Buses etc.

Ph Craig, the local landlord
0274 434 432

Mitchell-Anyon Developments (MAD)

BUSINESS FOR SALE

DRIVING MISS DAISY
FRANCHISE FOR SALE IN
WHANGANUI

We are looking for a motivated
energetic franchise owner for
the Whanganui area.

If you are looking for a new challenge
and the chance to make a difference
in your community, become a
franchise owner in this growth sector.

Apply online
www.drivingmissdaisy.co.nz/buy/e/np

QU
%.\\é Driving Miss Daisy®

WANTED TO HEALTH &

=10) 4 BEAUTY

GINZA. Always buying, al-
ways selling. Good used furni-
ture, antiques, China and col-
lectables. Call Ginza 345-3154

PERSONAL

FREE confidential health
checks, STI and HIV screen-
ing. Whanganui Hospital. Phone
for consultation 348-1775/021-
323-077.

ARTISTIC gentleman
seeks life partner, young
mum, kids welcome.
Love family life, sports,
camping, dining. Age
30-45 years. Plz txt 022-
391-2924 email: berghu-
isnz@yahoo.com.

HONEY gifts - St Johns Hill
Honey, 2A St Leonard Street.
Ph. 027-4545-444 — look for
our signs, midweek.

JADE Traditional Thai Mas-
sage. Excellent massage at
reasonable prices. 64 Guyton
Street. Phone 348-8466 for an
appointment.

WEBSITE

DESIGN

GET a stunning, contemporary
website at minimum cost, or
give your old one a strategic
revamp. Phone Peter on 020-
4161-3506 or email peter@
toucan.media.

Bouncy Castles

Obstacle Courses  Slides
Sports Gear & Extras
Rides & Foam Cannon
Concession Gear

Phone Jason

021174 5035

www.family-fun.co.nz

Get Your Best Mortgage Here

Natalie Sara
Residential & Commercial
Mortgage Adviser

Q 022 164 1566
= natalie@vegalend.co.nz
® www.vegalend.co.nz

KineticElectrical®

smarter
Nick Hall
Manager Taupo
Electrical & Communications Whanganui

m: 027 244 9307
p: 06 345 5552 Whanganui
e: nick.hall@kinetic-electric.co.nz

=

MONKEY BUSINESS

Tree Care

Palmerston North
South Taranaki
www.kinetic-electric.co.nz

OUR SERVICES

pruning e

tree removal o
hedge trimming o
o
°

reductions

q . storm damage
ER’dB%IR’elswhlte maintanace
planting o

mbtreecarenz@gmail.com
027 385 6597

www.monkeybusinessnz.com

Get in touch for
a FREE quote!

100% locally owned

CARRIERS LTD

Furniture removals door to door
National and international

390 Heads Rd. P.O. Box 5042 Wanganui
Phone: 06 344 7002 Email: darrell@hoskincarriers.co.nz

Elevate

Tree Service

* Tree felling
* Tree removals
® Pruning

e Digger Services
e Log Slabbing
* Chipping

022 355 4894
david.beatson@hotmail.com

Copyright: River City Press produces and/or publishes
advertisements strictly on the basis that River City Press is
entitled to and owns the copyright in the advertisement so
far as the copyright relates to publication or reproduction for
publication inany newspaper, magazine or similar periodical
or to broadcasting of the advertisement.



Nominate someone you Bt

NEED HELP?

m%_h? .

think is deserving of our . g ) ﬁ;'
EMEIGENCY..covvrvrmemsssrsssssnn 11 ( ! - SS I I Bouquet of the < - f
City Mission/Foodbank ......... . 3452139 ’ _ : . Week!

Email or facebook message us
with your nomination and reason
why they deserve to win!

344 2204

Women’s Refuge Wanganui. o

52 Ingestre St Ph 345 3666

LTD . . .
— Email: rivercitypress @xtra.co.nz

email: rivercitypress@xtra.co.nz
facebook: River City Press W;

_ IVER CITY
[EPRESS
LD

FRUIT &
PRODUCE

FRESH vegetables avail-
able, open Thursdays, Fridays.
Laugeson’s Gardens, Westmere
Road.

PUBLIC
NOTICES
TUNE into City Magic
106.9FM from Saturday 30th
December. Old Radio Count-
downs, old Serials, music docu-
umentaries. Sundays 8.00am
Woman to Woman. 12pm Dick
Clark, segments on sport’s
community events, American
Top 40s. Feedback 021 216
0886, requests. Broadcasting

Durie Hill.

FOR SALE

BLINDS - Roller & Venetians
to order. Free measure and
quote. Strath Davis Furniture
& Flooring, Ph (06) 345-0883.
BUDGIES, pretty colours,
young chicks, pick up from
Gonville. $20.00 each. Phone
Terry 021-069-6917.
HONEY Huge selection.
Honey as a gift. St Johns Hill
Honey, 2A St Leonard St, oppo-
site shops. Look for our signs,
midweek. Phone 027-4545-444
NEW books available at River
City Press, 52 Ingestre St.
“From the Sea to the Moun-
tain”; “Whimsical Tales of Old
Tales of Old Wanganui”; “My
Life - Annasophia”.

TOP range now available of 6
dollar shrubs; Lavender stoe-
chas, Rosemary Blue Lagoon,
Teuchrium Fruiticans, Hebes,
Orange Day-Lillies, Australian
Mint Bush, Felicia ‘Blue Jay’,
plus 6 dollar hedging; Griselina,
Totara, Corokia 3 varieties,
Lonicera Honeysuckle Golden
Box, Buxus, good variety of
Pittosporrums and White Ma-
nuka. Parnells Quality Tree and
Shrub Nursery, 102 Fox Road,
Wanganui, phone 344-6645,
Est. 1895.

LAWN MOWING

o Locally owned &
operated

* Pensioner discounts
¢ WINZ Quotes
o Ride on work

Wayne Bishop

Phone

027 555 3074

AUV

Great quality service,
great price.
Pensioner rates available.

Call Paul on

021245 4999

WHANGANUI
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Te Kaunihera a Rohe o Whanganui

Plan Change 60
(Miscellaneous 2)

Decision on submissions

Whanganui District Council has made its
decision on submissions to Plan Change

60 (Miscellaneous 2) to the operative
Whanganui District Plan (Clause 10, First
Schedule, Resource Management Act 1991).

Plan Change 60 covers a number of minor

matters including:

* the simplifying of zones on some properties
identified as having more than one zone

« clarification of rules for height in relation
to boundary, minor residential units and
vehicle crossings

* policy alignment for highly productive land

* additions to the protected tree schedule with
modification to the rules of protected trees

* typographical and numbering amendments.

The council has made its decision on the
provisions and matters raised in submissions,
and the District Plan is deemed to have been
amended in accordance with this decision on
Wednesday, 13 December 2023. The period for
lodging appeals against the council’s decision
closes at 4.00pm on Friday, 9 February 2024.

A copy of the decision can be viewed at:
www.whanganui.govt.nz/plan-change-60
together with the following information:
* details of the decision and reasons for
each submission
* District Plan text and planning maps
as amended
* Section 32 evaluation report.

To view a hard-copy of the council decision
or for any other queries, please email:
PlanningPolicy@whanganui.govt.nz

or call 06 349 0001.

David Langford
Chief Executive
20 December 2023

wwwwhanganui.govt.nz FiD

NELW HEARG EVE
PARTH

31st December
7.30pm till Late

Come and join the party!

BOOK YOUR TABLE
EARLY!

Live band TIKIWIS
13 Ridgway Street

CLUB

Phone 06 349.0149-

Members, affiliated members and guests welcome

Chhistmas at
Piko Piko Restaurant

Work Functions, Family Gatherings or a

Group of Friends for a Christmas Buffet!
Bookings essential - come and celebrate with us!!

for bookings - email: pikopikorestaurant@gmail.com
or text 022 315 4969

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY

with a fabulous Christmas lunch!

11am-12.30pm
Only afew spaces left
(Afternoon session sold out)
* Members and guests welcome *
On behalf of Leroy and Kush we would
like to thank everyone for their support
with dining with us and we have enjoyed
all the wonderful people we have had
the privilege of meeting.

Thanks for the stories and the laughs.

To our wonderful staff who have been on
this journey with us, we also thank you
so much!

We wish everyone a very

13 Ridgway Street
Whanganui

FAMILY
SUMMER RACEDAY

Thursday 11 January
Racing from 12.38pm - 5.24pm
FREE entry & parking

MGAMNUI

C

PUBLIC ICES / ENTERTAINMENT

ANY Cars Wanted Dead or Alive

We will
beat any
prices in

the market
by 10%

TOP CASH PAID

$100 - $1,000
for small car
$100 - $7.000
for 4x4 UTEs
Vans, 4WD,
Trucks, Buses
Ph Today 021 032 3006
Text: 022 535 0807

Cremate-a-Mate
Pet!Cremations

Individual cremation
Scatter box - Rimu box - or your own urn
2-3 days turnaround where possible
Pick-up & delivery included

v/
Bryce & Sandy, .“.
0613480133 a s
cremateamate@xtralco.nz

Wariganui

“I'm working
hard to
ensure this
region is a
great and
affordable place
to work, live
and play.”

If you have any questions or concerns, contact me:
Cr David Cotton
david@tasmantrust.co.nz © 0274 425 920

)

horizons

regional council

Wishing all our readers a
wonderful Christmas

BUYING and
SELLING USED
FURNITURE

¢

RIVER CITY PRESS will be CLOSED from

THURSDAY 21 DECEMBER
and we will REOPEN on

MONDAY 15 JANUARY 2024

amsRIVER CITY
s. Pa Essm

Like us on
Facebook

Phone 345 3154

54 Maria Place Exin
Email: ginza2@xtra.co.nz

Cnr Wicksteed & Ingestre Streets, Wanganui
www.rivercitypress.co.nz
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. Community News .
Are your firearms

safe and secure over
the summer break?

Mike Mcllraith, Director of Partnerships,

Te Tari Piireke

“Getting ready to head away for holidays can be a
stressful time”, says Mike Mcllraith, Director of Part-
nerships for Te Tari Pureke — Firearms Safety Authority.

“It’s important to take time to consider how firearms
and ammunition will be transported, stored, and used
safely during your holidays,” says Mike Mcllraith, Di-
rector of Partnerships for Te Tari Pireke — Firearms
Safety Authority.

“Here are a few top safety and security tips to have in
mind over your holidays:”

Travelling with firearms

“Firearms can never be left in a vehicle overnight. So,
if you pack the vehicle the night before, for an early
start in the morning, make sure you leave time and
space, and pack your firearm just before you travel.

Firearms must be transported out of sight. Dedicate a
spot in the vehicle where they can’t be seen if someone
looks through the window.

Firearms must either be inoperable (bolt out or trigger
lock in) or in a locked container when travelling. Do
both where you can.

Ammunition must be transported separately to the
firearm, and in a locked container if practical. This will
make it more difficult to access both the firearm and am-
munition if someone breaks into your vehicle.

Firearms can only be left unattended in a locked vehi-
cle for 60 minutes (while you’re nearby). So, plan your
meal and rest breaks accordingly.

Storing firearms so they don’t get into the wrong hands

Think about what you’ll do with your firearm once
you get to your holiday destination. If you’re staying
with friends and family who own firearms, ask to use
their storage.

If you use a regular hut or bach, install a gun safe, a
firearm rack or secure cable system.

Steel cables and padlocks can help secure your firearm
to the framing of a building, pipes or built in furniture.
Store ammunition separately to your firearm.

(Add safety to your essential summer reading list\
The Firearms Safety Code is as important to New
Zealand’s 230,000 firearms licence holders, as the
Road Code is to New Zealand drivers and it’s recently
been overhauled and republished.

To brush up on your firearms safety over the sum-
mer holidays, you can download a copy free from fire-
armssafetyauthority.govt.nz. Or pick one up from any
good bookstore, specialist retailer like Gun City, on-
line retailer like Fish Pond or from your local library.

“‘r“

HOME BREWING

Come in and view our products.

Grab our Loyalty Card
when you make a purchase.

GILBERT ROBERTS
027 201 8371

54B Moana Street Wanganui East
cobshomebrewing@gmail.com
www.cobshomebrewing.co.nz

Cele\oe——c

The reason

Hidden gift in Whanganui

It's awkward to write a
newspaper article about
Christmas when the first
Christmas seemed almost
uneventful. No one
noticed as a teenage girl
and her husband sneaked
through the back streets
of Bethlehem into a sta-
ble. No one took note, no
one took offense. Why?
"Here within the manger
lies, the one who built the
starry skies".

The most powerful
being arrived on earth,
hidden.

Today, public lead-
ers spend a fortune on
marketing campaigns
and self-promotion,
seeking to gain power
and influence. But when
God became human,
only a handful of people
noticed. What was He
thinking? This makes
no sense; shouldn't he
have been announced in
every town in Israel? Or
why didn't he come now,
when his birth could have
be livestreamed to the
world?

Why? Because he
was thinking about you.
He was thinking about
me. The last thing we
needed was something
forced upon us. God
always comes to us in a

~4

Co-Vicar Caleb Rowe

way that means we can
choose Him or not. He
came hidden and small
and gentle because love
is an invitation. As the
old carol goes: "How
silently, how silently the
wonderous gift is given,
so God imparts to human

Celebrate the birth.

Wanganui Voice for Life
www.voiceforlife.org.nz

hearts the blessings of
His heaven, no ear may
hear His coming, yet in
this world of sin, where
meek souls will seek
him still the dear Christ
enters in".

I wonder if you have
ever been to a Christ-
mas service in a church
here in Whanganui.
They happen every year,
there are heaps of them.
Down the back streets of
Whanganui, carols are
sung and the stories are
told of a God who came
so small and inconspicu-
ous so that if you are
interested to hear his
message, you can hear
him say: you are loved.
Deeply and truly.

That's the truest gift of
Christmas. It is a thrill of
hope. Why not pop into
a service this Christmas
and hear this message for
yourself. God bless you
and Meri Kirihimete.

Supplied - Co-Vicar
Caleb Rowe

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE
CATHOLIC PARISH O

Christmas Eve Vigil Masses

7.00pm - St Mary's

9.30pm - Holy Family

Christmas Day Masse:
&B«SOam -StMary's.
10.30am - Kaiwhaiki
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Unearthing priceless
Christmas bounty

We can all picture the treasure hunter going
to great lengths to uncover a priceless fortune.
He’ll cross land and sea, brave many dangers,
and spend his energy to the last joule scroung-
ing, digging, and clearing away dirt and debris
until at last, he can grasp the true meaning of
the X on the map.

Every year, there’s a pile of commercial,
profit-driven clutter for us clear away to be-
hold the true and priceless meaning of Xmas.
Rest from work, and time with family are still
only a shadow of what Christmas is all about.

Yes, Christmas is about a gift, the ultimate
gift from God. Yes, Christmas is about rest,
rest in Christ from our futile attempts to prove
ourselves; and yes, Christmas is about family,
God establishing his family by grace alone,
through faith alone in Christ alone.

Christmas speaks to the heart of the human
identity, predicament, and purpose, all finding
fulfilment in Jesus Christ, God’s gift and man’s
Saviour. For the Son of God was born a man,
that man may be born of God and have life
eternal. Therein lies the sole hope of human-
ity that transcends materialistic clutter, broken
dreams, and the full stop of death.

Pastor Josh Pound

Whanganui Central Baptist Church

J

.

*
127 SPRINGVALE RD. WHANGANUI

SUNDAY 241 DECEMBER 2023 « 6.00m

Open to all Families

St Paul’s

Memorial Church
Te Anaua Street, Putiki

Christmas Day

Monday 25 December

Holy Communion
9.00am

Nau mai, haere mai
All welcome
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The reason for the Seas

The joy of Christmas Merry Christmas from the hospital chaplain

“It’s the most wonderful time of
the year...” as the song goes.

Christmas is such a special time
as we decorate the tree, hang
the wreath on the door, wrap the
presents and fill the stockings. We
make gingerbread cookies for shar-
ing with family and friends, as the
familiar sound of carols waltz in on
the airwaves. The smell of pine and
fruit cake. Lights and tinsel. Excited
children counting down the days ...
Christmas is nearly here!

But Christmas is more than pre-
sents and sparkly trees. The joy of
Christmas goes deeper than the taste
of gingerbread, the happiness on a
child’s face, or the time spent with
family. It is the deeper mystery and
meaning of Christ’s birth.

And while most people think of
Christmas with a sweet little baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger — stories of sheep and shep-
herds, angels and singing, wise-men
and gifts bringing joy to our heart

— the joy of Christmas comes from
why Jesus was born in the first place.
It comes from what Jesus came to do.
He didn't come simply to be a pre-
cious baby. He came to be our Mes-
siah, our Saviour. He came to bring
forgiveness for our sins and give us
eternal life with him.

This is good news, wonderful news,
which fills our hearts with awe and
wonder.

Like the shepherds in the fields, we
should rejoice at the announcement
the choir of angels brought, ‘But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.
I bring you good news that will cause
great joy for all the people. Today in
the town of David a Saviour has been
born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord." (Luke 2:10-11)

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus
this Christmas, let us ponder that this
baby was born for the purpose of our
redemption and forgiveness of our
sins.

This is the true Joy of Christmas.

Te Ope Whakaora

\

i m%@

Christmas Day

9.30am, 25th December 2023

Come along and celebrate with us Jesus’ birthday
including morning tea and birthday cake.

Children are welcome to bring along a gift
they’ve received to show.

4 Indus Street, Whanganui

‘Warm greetings to you
in the name our Lord
Jesus Christ” — Nga mihi
tino mahana kia koe i
runga i te ingoa o Thu
Karaiti ta matou Ariki.

As the year draws to a
close, I want to acknowl-
edge the dedication of
all chaplains who work
in various capacities in
their organisations. I also
would like to express my
gratitude to the Voluntary
Chaplaincy Assistants,
Locum Chaplains and
the Church visitors who
support Chaplaincy work
in our hospital. I am so
grateful to the locum
Chaplains who will be on
call during Christmas pe-
riod. I hope your Christ-
mas is as wonderful as
you are. I truly consider
you a blessing.

Church Visitors: A
team of volunteers from
Anglican Parish of Whan-
ganui visits the patients
on a regular basis which is
highly appreciated. May
T appeal to other churches
in Whanganui to organise
something similar which
will enhance hospital
visits? Our patients are
JESUS to us.

Chapel: After a long
break due to COVID,
Sunday Services at the
hospital resumed this
year in the month of July.
During the day, many staff
members, patients and
families visit the Chapel.
They spend quiet time.
We offer time of prayer
with them and several
visitors request for prayer
and blessings.

Carols at the hospital:
This Christmas we re-
sumed traditional CAROL
SINGING around the

Whanganui Anglicans

“The Reason for the Season”

wards in the hospital. I am
grateful the local Chairs
WHANGNAUI COM-
MUNITY CHOIR and
LYRIC SINGERS for
their support. In addition
to the Choir members,
there were several people
from local Churches and
hospital staff members
who came along to add to
the Christmas CHEER.
We had a strong team of
around forty-five sing-
ers. We all had ice cream,
strawberries, and Christ-
mas mince pies for sup-
per, thankfully provided
by the hospital.

PEACE: Let us remem-
ber the innocent families
who have become victims
of the cruel wars around
the world and pray for
their safety. May God
bring PEACE to the
world and specially to the

regions torn by war.

The true spirit of Christ-
mas lies in our hearts that
we share with our fam-
ily, friends, patients, and
strangers through the year.
May this Christmas end
the year on a cheerful note
and make way for a fresh
and bright New Year.

I pray that you have a
safe and relaxing holiday
season.

On behalf of all the
members of Whanganui
Chaplaincy committee, I
wish you all a wonderful
Christmas.

Blessings,

Nga mihi nui,

Rev Amail Habib

Lead — Coordinating
Chaplain - Whanganui
Hospital

Ko te Atua te wai o te
ora | God is the River of
LIFE

LYY Y

The wise men sought

baby King Jesus

to worship.
Matthew 2:2

You are warmly invited to join
us for worship on

Christmas Eve - 10am

Christmas Eve

Drive - Thru Nativity
2 - 4pm @ Christ Church
fun for the whole family
(Clfpras (rroly
7:30pm @ Clifflife
sing-a-long with us

Midnight Communion
11pm @ Christ Church
welcome in the wonder

Christmas Day.

Ay Chsiglimas
from the Whanganui Chaplaincy Committee
Chaplain: Rev Amail Habib

CHRISTMAS SERVICE
24 December 2023, 10am

NO SERVICE CHRISTMAS DAY IN THE CHAPEL

Christmas Day - 9.30am

CENJRAL

BAPTIST CHURCH

Te Hahi Iriiri © Whanganui

45am St Chad's | |20am Christ Church
30 - 41 Great North Rd| | 243 Wicksteed Street

285 Wicksteed St | 06 345 3557 | centralbaptist.org.nz

youtube.com/@wcbchurch | facebook.com/wcbchurch
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PropertyBrokers

Anthony 258 I35

MILLION MILLION
DOLLAR CLUB DOLLAR CLUB

& Leighton

Floyd & Toy Real Estate

It’s what we do!

o —

it

Thank you for a fantastic year of referrals, repeat business,
and ongoing friendships. Wishing you a relaxing and safe

Christmas and joyful 2024!

Gonville 3 Gorran Avenue

Glamorous on Gorran k=3 =1 mm2 (@

Welcome to your dream home at 3 Gorran Avenue, where modern For Sale Buyers $479,000+
elegance meets classic charm. This fully renovated three bedroom View By appointment
property on a generous 594 m2 section (approx.) is a true Web pb.co.nz/WGU175616
masterpiece, offering a perfect blend of contemporary features and

timeless appeal. All three bedrooms are generously sized doubles,

providing ample space for relaxation and personalisation. Enjoy

intimate family meals or entertain guests in the stylish and separate

dining area which flows nicely out to the private outdoor " Anthony Floyd
entertaining area. With a brand new kitchen and bathroom, this ﬁ M 021 477 435
home is sure to impress. i

Castlecliff 178 Puriri Street

Exceptional family living k=3 =1 el @1
Discover the perfect family haven at 178 Puriri Street. This delightful ~ For Sale Buyers $359,000+
property offers the ideal combination of comfort, space, and View By appointment
convenience, making it the perfect place to call home. Three Web pb.co.nz/WGU175226
generously sized bedrooms provide ample space for the whole
family, ensuring everyone has their own cosy retreat. At the heart of
the home is a good sized lounge, with a separate dining area and
separate kitchen. The layout is perfect for both everyday living and
entertaining guests. Step outside to your private oasis, where a ﬁ Anthony Floyd

2

T

generous 736 m2 (approx) section offers space for outdoor play. “. M 021 477 435

.? Leighton Toy
M 0274151515
4 |

.?-\ Leighton Toy
M 0274151515
4 |

Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008 | pb.co.nz
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