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BY DOUG DAVIDSON

Surfing for Farmers in Whanganui

in the rural press and two 
or three of us got together 
and thought we’d have a 
go,” says Andrew.

“We got it started last 
year and there’s an aver-
age 20-30 people taking 
part, although earlier in 
the season we had 45 in 
the water.”

Instruction is given by 
local surf coach Rob Mid-
dleton and Andrew says: 
“He is a crucial part of the 
scheme for us – he’s the 
glue that holds it togeth-
er. We have a trailer and 
he brings the 25 boards 
along with him.”

It was started in Gis-
borne in 2018 by farmer 
Stephen Thomsen and 
has spread rapidly ever 
since.

It now covers 28 loca-
tions around the country, 
including Kai Iwi/Mow-
hanau Beach in Whan-
ganui. According to their 
website, last year 4159 
farmers surfed with 590 
instructors involved.

Andrew Pearce, a dairy 
farmer out at Kauanga-
roa near Fordell, is the 
local coordinator. 

“Surfing for Farmers 
had had some publicity 

Surfing for Farmers is a unique opportu-
nity for farmers to take a break from their 
all-consuming businesses and head off to 
the surf to enjoy fresh air, exercise and the 
chance to meet fellow farmers.

Sponsors supply the 
boards, wetsuits, BBQ 
equipment and food and 
the cost of the instructors, 
so there is no charge to 
the farmers or their fami-
lies, who are also wel-
come.

At national level, there 
are sponsors such as 
Fonterra, Beef & Lamb 
NZ, Jarden Investments, 
Balance Agi-nutrients, 
Rabobank and Bayleys 
country division, but 
Andrew is particularly 
appreciative of the local 
sponsors who have got 
behind the scheme.

“We have an incredible 
group of local sponsors 
-- about 15 small rural 
businesses. It was an easy 
sell as it is such a great 
concept.”

Surfing takes place on 
a Tuesday from 5.30pm 
to 7.30pm and afterwards 
there is the BBQ and time 
to chat. The 14-week sea-
son runs from November 
to March, and the group is 
looking to venture out to 
other beaches in the area. 

Andrew, himself, had 
only had limited time in 
the surf and a couple of 
lessons, but he insists it is 
for all ages and all levels 
of expertise.

“Anyone can learn and 
it is a great antidote to 
work and so good for our 
mental health. It makes us 
feel proud to be farmers 
again.”

Mental health was a ma-
jor motivation in setting 
up the scheme which is 
modelled on an idea used 
to help former United 

States servicemen.
Says Stephen Thomsen: 

"With a lot of big num-
bers around stress and 
mental health and suicide 
in the farming communi-
ty, I was keen to do some-
thing about it rather than 
keep hearing about it."

He says the weekly 
sessions are a rare op-

portunity for farmers to 
talk about something 
other than farming, and 
describes it as a safe and 
supportive environment.

Andrew reckons the 
group has only tapped 
into a small proportion 
of farmers in the region. 
“We welcome new mem-
bers every week and we 

are keen to see more 
people come along from 
the local farming com-
munity.

The group covers farm-
ers not only from the 
Whanganui region but 
also South Taranaki, 
Rangitīkei, with one 
farmer coming down 
from Ruapehu.

Farmers at Kai Iwi/Mowhanau Beach ready for a surfing lesson
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National Geographic name Sarjeant Gallery as 
one of the “Best Cultural Spots” in the world

The Sarjeant Gallery has 
been named in a ‘Best Cul-
tural Spots’ list for 2024 
by National Geographic 
as part of its ‘Best of the 
World’ recommendations.

‘Best of the World 2024’ 
was created, researched, 
reported and written in 
collaboration with National 
Geographic’s international 
editorial teams, which 
serve millions of readers 
worldwide through their 
magazines and websites.

This year’s travel guide 
celebrates not only must-
see destinations but also 
must-do, must-stay and 
must-consume recommen-
dations for travellers.

For the first time, ‘Best of 
the World’ recommenda-
tions include cultural gems 
that National Geographic’s 
experts agree are “worth 
building a trip around”.

“We know travel has 
the power to move you; 
that the experiences you 
have can make you see 
the world — and your-
self — in a new light,” 
says National Geographic 
editor-in-chief Nathan 
Lump.

“This year, we wanted to 
give travellers more ideas 
to jumpstart their travel 
planning for 2024 so we 

grew our lists to include 
curated hotels, restau-
rants, wellness retreats 
and cultural spots, like the 
Sarjeant Gallery, that we 
believe are worth getting 
on a plane for.”

Whanganui mayor 
Andrew Tripe said he 
was delighted National 
Geographic had recognised 
the Sarjeant Gallery as one 
of the top 20 cultural loca-
tions in the world for 2024.

“This is a spectacular 
acknowledgement for the 
huge number of people and 
organisations who have 
been working to support 
the Sarjeant Gallery on its 
journey towards opening 
its redeveloped facility 

The upgraded and expanded Sarjeant Gallery is scheduled to re-open 
towards the end of this year.

How many councillors do we 
need? – feedback wanted

Whanganui residents are encouraged to participate in 
shaping the future representation of people and com-
munities at Whanganui District Council by engaging 
in a preliminary survey which is now open.

 The council is currently engaging in a representation 
review, which looks at the number of councillors to be 
elected, the basis of election for councillors (such as 
wards) and whether there are to be community boards 
in the district, where they might be, and what their 
membership arrangements are.  

Andrew Tripe, Mayor of Whanganui, says communi-
ty input is crucial in order to get an idea of how people 
want to be represented.  

“Council representation should be fair and effective 
for all Whanganui residents, therefore we are review-
ing what is currently in place to see if any improve-
ments can be made. We want to see representation 
arrangements that are reflective and adaptive to current 
and future communities.” 

Feedback gathered from the survey will be reviewed 
by a working party, comprising councillors and coun-
cil officers. This feedback, combined with additional 

information about the city’s communities, will serve 
as the groundwork for any recommended changes. 

 Currently, Whanganui is represented by a mayor, 12 
councillors and a Rural Community Board. Repre-
sentation reviews are required every six years, with 
the council’s last review in 2018. Additionally, the 
decision to establish Māori wards earlier this year 
triggered a representation review. 

 After gathering feedback from the initial survey, the 
working party will present a report to the council that 
will include various options outlining the potential 
make-up of the council. Following this decision a 
community consultation will be undertaken. Once the 
formal consultation closes, the council will make a 
final decision on representation arrangements in July 
2024.

The preliminary survey is open until midnight on 
Sunday, 10 March 2024. Head to the Have Your Say 
page to complete the survey: www.whanganui.govt.
nz/rep-review-2024

Formal consultation will begin in May this year and 
will also be available on the Have Your Say page.

later this year,” said gallery 
director Andrew Clifford.

The upgraded and ex-
panded Sarjeant is sched-

uled to re-open towards 
the end of 2024.

*Conditions apply

We may have experienced cooler early mornings 
in the last week, but Whanganui is not cooling down 
in terms of things to do, success in the sports arena, 
ways to stay connected and involved in the commu-
nity, and the pride we have for Whanganui’s herit-
age.

Congratulations to Mainstreet Whanganui for 
reaching the 30-year milestone. Check out the 
Mainstreet story (pages 15-19) and remember to say 
hi to the Mainstreet team when you see them out 
and about maintaining our green and clean CBD.

National Waka Ama success this year was soon 
followed by success at the Māori Basketball Na-
tionals (page 22). Sport can be a pathway to build-
ing relationships and confidence. Speaking of sport 
and connections, RCP’s front page tells the story 
of how thinking outside the square and being ac-
tive can make a difference in our community and 
beyond. 

 St Anthony’s annual Medieval Fayre brings a 
glimpse into the past this weekend; there’ll be axe 
throwing, sword fighting, horse riding and plenty 
of plants, produce and home baking (page 6). More 
entertainment for the family continues next week-
end with Rotary’s fundraising event at Kowhai Park 
(page 21).

Pride Week kicks off next Saturday with many ac-
tivities to inspire and support (page 11-13).   
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Nature Talks - birds, rocks 
and National Parks in 

South-East Queensland
Nature Talks starts its 

series of bi-monthly lec-
tures on Tuesday 20 Feb-
ruary with a talk by Diane 
Harries: Birds, Rocks and 
National Parks in South-
East Queensland. 

Diane, a renowned natu-
ral-history illustrator, and 
her husband, photogra-
pher Royce Johnson, vis-
ited southeast Queensland 
in late 2023, focusing on 
the natural history of this 
geologically and biologi-
cally diverse area. This 
region contains numerous 
national parks. 

Di will talk about the 
birds and plants of the 
rainforests found on 
Queensland’s Scenic Rim, 
a circle of spectacular 
forest-covered mountain 
ranges, including the 
world-renowned Laming-
ton National Park. She 
will also take us through 
the geological formations 
of Girraween National 
Park, where massive 
granite inselbergs and 
amazing rounded balanc-
ing rocks dominate the 
landscape, and through 
the Bunya Mountains, 
Queensland’s second old-
est national park, home to 
the world’s largest stand 
of ancient bunya pines. 

Her talk promises to be 
a feast of stunning photo-
graphs and insights into 
this varied region. Her 
talk will be given in the 
Davis Lecture Theatre, 
Whanganui Regional 

Museum, on 20 February, 
starting at 7:30. Entry is 
free.

Nature Talks is a series 
of bi-monthly talks 
offered by three local 
environmental groups 
— the Wanganui Bo-
tanical Group, Whanganui 
branch of Forest & Bird 
and Birds New Zealand 

(Whanganui Region)—in 
conjunction with the 
Whanganui Regional 
Museum. The talks are 
normally given on the 
third Tuesday of every 
second month, on top-
ics that relate to New 
Zealand’s environment, 
natural history, and its 
conservation.

A male Satin Bowerbird, one of the iconic species 
found in Lamington National Park, SE 
Queensland. Photo credit: Royce Johnson

Castlecliff - ‘the rise and fall of a port’

A highlight was in 
1968 when a Russian 
phosphate ship, the 
Poronaisk,  called  and 
attracted a large crowd 
of spectators. There 
were regular visits over 
the next decade, for the 
Ravensdown Fertiliser 
works but they ended by 
1980. Shipments were 
now unloaded in New 
Plymouth and railed to 
Whanganui.

The coastal trade was 
dominated by a Milburn 
cement tanker from 
Takaka in the South 
Island and deliveries of 
grain for the Marton Malt 
Plant

There was a burst of 
activities when a large 
fish processing plant was 
opened in Castlecliff as a 
joint venture with Oyang 
Fisheries of Korea. But 
when two ships ran 
aground in the late 1980s 
and in 1990, the joint 
venture was finished.

There was a second 
coming of Russians 
when decrepit looking 
Russian trawlers fishing 
for hoki off the South 
Island’s West Coast, 
visited. Their main inter-
est was to buy old second 
hand cars such as Hill-
man Avengers, Triumphs 
and Hunters – the crew 
didn’t think much of 
Japanese cars – and take 
them back as deck cargo 
to Russia, where they 
were destined for the lo-
cal scrap yard

Brian Gibson, son of 
Trevor Gibson, brought 
in some items from 
Trevor’s collection of 
information and pictures 
about the port. Trevor 
was involved with the 
port for many years. 
One article he had kept 
was on ‘Castlecliff – 
The Rise and Fall of a 
Port’, written by Barry 
J Goater in February 
2008. His article is 
especially  interesting 
in light of the extensive 
Port redevelopment 
which is currently taking 
place. The following is a 
summary of that article.

Overseas ships arriv-
ing in Whanganui were 
anchored where the 
Union Boat club now 
is. Soon after a thriving 
coastal trade developed 
in wheat and timber and 
by 1855, Whanganui 
was declared a Port of 
Entry and soon after, 
a Customs House was 
built.

Castlecliff was 
developed as a port to 
overcome the difficulties 
of upriver navigation 
and was protected by the 
development of north 
and south moles. In 
1924 the vessel Te Anau 
was towed from Dun-
edin and sunk on top of 
the hulk Endeavour as a 
breakwater.

A coal wharf was built 
adjacent to the then gas 
works, and the coal was 
carried by a conveyor 
across the road and 
railway. Soon there was 
an oil wharf as well next 
to where Bullocks yard 
now is. But in 1930, 

the Shell Oil Company 
complained that a boat 
touched its bottom in the 
river. This led to tanks 
being barged down to 
Castlecliff.

Pre WW2, large refrig-
erated ships anchored in 
the river and were loaded 
from lighters with frozen 
meat from Imlay. Imports 
included phosphate,  
guano and sulphur for 
Kempthorne & Prossers 
new Aramoho works, 
plus timber and oil.

Post WW2, there was 
a decline started by the 
Conference Line drop-
ping Whanganui as a 
port. Also, the new State 
Highway Cobham bridge 
hastened the closure of 
the Town Wharf.

An Act of Parliament 
ended the existence of 
the Wanganui Harbour 
Board in 1988 making 
the District Council re-
sponsible for the port and 
its facilities. The Council 
leased the port to Ocean 
Terminals Limited in 
perpetuity, which in turn 
received all the rentals 
from the Harbour Board 
Endowment Land – “a 
not inconsiderable sum.”

It did not lead to an 
increase in ship arrivals 
with the only develop-
ment being the Southern 
Tug & Barge Company 
introducing a barge ser-
vice between Timaru 
and Castlecliff.  “Un-
fortunately the design 
of the barges proved to 
be unsuitable for coastal 
work.”

Barry Goater ended 
his report stating that by 
2008, “Castlecliff Port 
has deteriorated to a 
sludge-filled harbour …
the wharves are falling 
into disrepair. A slipway 
for pleasure craft has 
been built; mainly, it 
would appear, from rub-
ble with mainly volun-
teer labour. The Moles 
are falling into disrepair 
and again concrete rub-
ble has been carelessly 
dumped along the north 
Mole.”

The Port Redevelop-
ment Project could not 
have come soon enough 
to bring new life to the 
Port and its facilities. 

A busy port back in the day - Image courtesy of Trevor Gibson
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Former chief executive donates 
his artwork to UCOL

By Mark Dawson
A striking artwork 

will soon be on show 
at UCOL’s Whanganui 
campus, and it is the work 
of a former UCOL chief 
executive.

John Scott already has 
the campus library named 
after him, and now a 1990 
abstract work of his has 
been donated to the col-
lege.

The metallic-looking 
acrylic-on-canvas work 
was given to his friend 
Paul McNamara, who ran 
a photographic gallery 
on Wicksteed Street, and 
now Paul has gifted it to 
UCOL.

“We got to know John 
when he came to Whan-
ganui to run the polytech-
nic, and he gave us the 
painting back in the early 
90s. I thought it would be 
nice if it went to UCOL,” 
said Paul.

John Scott trained as a 
teacher and, after graduat-
ing from Otago Univer-
sity, worked at various 
schools and colleges in the 
South Island, all the while 
pursuing his interest in art.

He spent ten years as 
chief executive of what 
was originally the Wan-
ganui Regional Commu-
nity Polytechnic before 
it changed its name to 
UCOL in 2002.

While in Whanganui 
he developed his artistic 
skills, gaining support 
from Bill Milbank, then 
director of the Sarjeant 
Gallery, and coming 
into contact with artists 
such as Ralph Hotere, 
Peter Nicholls and Philip 
Trusttum. He served as an 
executive of the Friends 
of the Sarjeant and is a life 
member of the Sarjeant 
Gallery Trust.

After leaving UCOL, 
he was appointed chief 
executive of Christchurch 
Polytechnic and later CEO 
of Bahrain Polytechnic. 
Now retired, he lives in 
Christchurch.

Coral Hanna, Student Success Senior Manager, 
and Campus Manager Bronwyn Paul with the 

John Scott artwork.

Tea and Topics - The history and role 
of Women’s Refuge Whanganui 

Gonville Library is 
proud to present our 
next Tea and Topics talk 
with Jo Voice. This is 
the first one of a series 
as part of La Fiesta 
2024.

Jo has been involved 
in the field of Child pro-
tection and Social Work 
for many years, working 
in different roles and at 
different organisations. 
She has been working 
at Whanganui Women’s 
Refuge for almost 1.5 
years.

Women’s Refuge 
has been a presence in 
Whanganui since 1978. 
Since then, it has had 
different structures, 
with the most recent 
iteration starting in 
1988. Back then, it was 
known as the Women 
and Children’s Shelter. 
We became a part of the 
National Collective of 
Women’s Refuge in ap-
proximately 1995.

As Jo explains herself, 
“I have had the pleasure 
of managing this team 
since October 2022. 
In that time, we have 
grown to four daytime 

advocates and four after-
hours advocates and a 
full time administrator, 
serving the communities 
of Whanganui and sur-
rounds (Bulls, Marton, 
Waitōtara, Hunterville). 

“Our role is to sup-
port women and their 
children on their journey 
to becoming free from 
family violence. This 
might take the form of 
risk assessments, safety 
planning, advocacy, 
referrals to supporting 
agencies. Women or 
their support people can 
contact us via phone, 

Hats off to The Citadel

By Mark Dawson
Good customer service is 

something dear to the hearts 
of many of us.

That little bit of extra at-
tention at a café, restaurant 
or retailer sticks in the mind 
and means we are more 
likely to return.

Well, The Citadel restau-
rant in Castlecliff has struck 
a new note in customer 
service by providing Viet-
namese hats for customers 
dining in the outdoor area 

under what has, at times 
this year, been a fierce sun. 

Owners Roxi Douglas and 
Malcolm Whitlock came up 
with the novel way to stay 
cool and look cool when the 
large sun shades they had 
set up kept getting blown 
over by the strong coastal 

winds.
“The hats are a bit differ-

ent, a bit of a laugh, and 
they screen you from the 
sun and wind. It’s a per-
sonal umbrella,” said Mal-
colm. So hats off to The 
Citadel … or should that 
be hats on?

Getting a head start at The Citadel in Castlecliff.

email or just by knock-
ing on our office door. 
In the past 12 months, 
we have worked closely 
with the police, lawyers, 
medical profession-
als and other services 
in our community to 
provide assistance to 
306 women and have 
received 469 calls on 
our crisis line.”

Whanganui Women’s 
Refuge receives govern-
ment funding to support 
112 women and their 
children per year. They 
are able to continue to 
do our work with the 

generosity of communi-
ty grants and donations.

The other two talks 
are about Falun Dafa 
Meditation by Diana 
Leu on 29 February 
and Winter Wellness 
by Irene Davies on 7 
March.

Tea and Topics will 
have its usual format, 
with a hot drink and 
a biscuit being served 
between 10am and 
10.30am. The talk will 
start at 10.30am and 
there will be ample op-
portunity to ask ques-
tions or share stories.

Women’s Refuge 
Whanganui manager

Jo Voice
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Maori Ward votes start next year... or will they?
By Mark Dawson
When Whanganui 

citizens next go to the 
polls – the council elec-
tion in 2025 – they will 
have the chance to vote 
for candidates in Māori 
wards. And they are 
also likely to be voting 
whether they actually 
want Māori wards.

Last year Whanganui 
District Council moved 
to introduce Māori 
wards for the 2025 and 
2028 local government 
elections. 

However, the ACT 

Party, as part of its 
agreement to join New 
Zealand’s new coalition 
government, has stipu-
lated that such wards 
will be subject to a local 
referendum.

Though not yet passed 
into law, the coalition 
document sets out “the 
right to local referendum 
on the establishment or 
ongoing use of Māori 
wards, including requir-
ing a referendum on 
any wards established 
without referendum at 
the next local body elec-

tions”.
As things stand, two of 

Whanganui’s 12 coun-
cillors will be Māori in 
2025. This is based on 
the number of people on 
the Māori electoral roll 
as opposed to the general 
roll, with those on the 
Māori roll voting in the 
Māori wards.

Councillor Josh 
Chandulal-Mackay was 
a strong advocate for the 
introduction of the wards 
and he is worried by 
ACT’s policy.

“We get more cohesion 

and participation when 
our political institutions 
reflect the diversity of the 
population they serve,” 
he said.

“We have a 26 per cent 
Māori population in 
Whanganui, but there’s 
been no representation on 
council for a long time.

“There have been Māori 
candidates for every 
election I’ve stood in, 
but they’ve never been 
elected.”

The district’s last Māori 
councillor was Rangi 
Wills who lost out in the 
2016 election – the year 
Chandulal-Mackay first 
won his seat. 

He said ACT’s policy 
was “divisive”.

“It reflects the tyranny 
of the majority, and it is 
irresponsible of govern-
ment to make decisions 

Councillor Josh Chandulal-Mackay 

ACT Party leader David Seymour

on race-based issues via a 
referendum.”

Chandulal-Mackay 
estimates around 40 
councils have introduced 
Māori wards in recent 
years and, like Whan-
ganui, will be impacted if 
ACT’s policy gets on to 
the statute books.

ACT leader David Sey-
mour said: “This change 
is about bringing back 
local democracy by al-
lowing people to choose 
who represents them on 
their council. 

“Labour removed the 
provision for a binding 
referendum where com-
munities could oppose 
Māori wards’ establish-
ment. This stripped 
communities of their 
democratic ability to op-
pose race-based represen-
tation.”
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Rachel Miller
027 526 5969

rachel.m@arizto.co.nz
Licensed Salesperson (REAA 2008)

“Professional, cheerful,
knowledgeable agent in all

aspects. Rachel felt like a close
friend. I would happily choose

Rachel again.” 

Fairer Fees
Smarter Real Estate 

Better Service

St Anthony’s Medieval Fayre this Saturday
St Anthony school 

and Church communi-
ty certainly know how 
to run an interesting 
gala. Each year it has 
a medieval theme and 
this year on Saturday, 
17 February, from 
11am to 4pm, there 
will be even more at-
tractions. 

Two were new 
additions last year 

which didn’t exactly 
run according to plan. 
This year, they are back 
better and promising 
full action. The first is 
a Pirate Ship to travel 
around the premises on 
land. It was built for 
Whanganui’s Christ-
mas Parade and the 
maker wanted it to be 
used and so was happy 
when approached by St 

Anthonys. 
Organiser Indy 

Magnoli says, “We 
did have some techni-
cal problems, but they 
have been ironed out; 
the ship is all ready to 
sail, at least on land on 
wheels. The kids will 
love it.”

Then there is the 
Medieval Obstacle 
Course – ‘The Gaunt-
let.’ It is electronically 
controlled, and last 
year, the controls were 
stored overnight in the 
complex. Unfortunate-
ly, someone broke in 
and stole them. Fortu-
nately, the designer had 
a spare, which he was 
able to reprogramme in 
time, but it failed after 
an hour.

But as with the Pirate 
Ship, ‘The Gauntlet’ is 
all ready to go. Test it 
out for yourself – if you 
are brave enough. “It is 
really fun,” say Indy.

All rides and games 
are via tickets available 
on the day. There are 
discounts for multiple 
tickets.

Other activities 
include horse rides, 
jousting games, a 
bouncy castle and ar-
chery with crossbows. 
The local Viking group 
will be there to put on 
fights complete with 
appropriate weapons 
and armour. They will 
explain the history 
and will also have a 
display.

The food is a high-
light. Home-made by 
community members 
and priced probably 
far too cheap – but 
who is complaining. 
The Church says, “The 
gala is as much about 
involving and thank-
ing the community as 
raising funds for the 
school.” Check out 
their Angus burgers as 
well as their curries, 
food from the Philip-
pines and the cakes.

There will also be 
second-hand goods, 
arts and crafts and a lot 
of enjoyment for eve-
ryone. As Indy says, 
“There will be some-
thing for everyone.”

Exhibition and auction of the glass 
works by Lyndsay Patterson

Whanganui

relayforlife.org.nz

3pm 23 - 11am 24 March 2024
Cook Gardens, Whanganui

AND MORE!

SIGN UP TODAY AT

Yoga Under the Stars
Silent Disco
Outdoor Movie

Live Bands
Candlelight Vigil
Celebration Lap

Lyndsay Patterson was 
a well-known Whanganui 
glass artist who tragi-
cally died in a motor bike 
accident on 26 February 
2023. Lyndsay’s family, 
supported by Artists Open 
Studios, have chosen to 
honour his memory with 
the establishment of the 
Lyndsay Patterson Art 
Foundation, making avail-
able future scholarships 
for young artists.

To raise funds, there 
will be an exhibition and 
auction of 12 to 15 of 
Lyndsay’s creations. They 
will include some unsold 
items as well as works 
from private galleries. 
The Foundation will also 
gift money from Lynd-
say’s estate to the scholar-
ship fund. 

The exhibition opens 
at the Community Arts 
Centre in the Awa Room, 
which is the one facing 
the river. It will open on 
Friday, 15 March, at the 
same time the ‘Start-
ing Point’ exhibition for 
the Artist Open Studio 
opens. The auction will 
take place on Friday, 22 
March, starting at 6pm. 
Artist Open Studios are 

proud to host this auction 
as a way to celebrate 
Lyndsay’s life and also 
because he was one of the 
original trustees of AOS 
and remained a member 
of the Trust until his 
death.

Lyndsay graduated in 

1999 with a BFA from 
the Wanganui Polytech-
nic. He was a founder 
and co-owner of the 
well-known Chronicle 
Glass Studio in Whan-
ganui and was a regular 
participant in the Artist 
Open Studios event.

Lyndsay at work
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Musicical Jam Sessions 
this Sunday evening

Jazz is about music, 
community, improvisa-
tion, co-operation, educa-
tion, communication, ne-
gotiation and the journey 
toward self-realisation. 
It is also about enjoying 
life to the full. So it is no 
wonder that the jam ses-
sions at Porridge Watson 
on the third Sunday of 
the month are being  em-
braced by restaurant bar 
owner Tony Sundeman, 
local musicians and mu-
sic lovers alike.

The Chris Dann Trio are 
the host band, with Berndt 
Reiss on bass and Mi-
chael Franklin-Browne 
on drums supporting the 
ever creative Chris Dann 

on electric piano. Chris is 
at home playing jazz, clas-
sical and everything else. 
Then there are the musi-
cians who come along to 
‘sit in’ with the band. You 
are likely to hear musos 
joining in on saxophone, 
flute, trumpet and guitar. 
And don’t forget the vo-
calists. Then there is the 
ukelele, bassoon and oh 
yes – didgeridoo. The ses-
sions are always different, 
and change according to 
who turns up on the night. 
There is one aim, and 
that is for the musicians 
to make some wonderful 
sounds together for the 
audience to enjoy. Eve-
ryone is welcome, young 

and old.
The next session is on 

Sunday, 18 February. The 
music kicks off just after 
6pm, and thanks to Tony’s 
support, there is no cover 
charge. For those of you 
who have yet to visit Por-
ridge Watson, there is a 
wide selection of all types 
of drink, and a restaurant 
with some of the best 
burgers in town.

Come down and check 
it out. And if you play an 
instrument, bring it with 
you. You might well be 
moved to play along.

IJD Jam Session, Sunday 
18 February, 6pm @ Por-
ridge Watson, 30 Drews 
Ave.

Joe Kennedy, young tenor saxaphone players from Taihape. 
Photo credit: Wade Monteba

Whanganui to Bulls  
safety improvements  
drop-in sessions

State Highway 3 (SH3) between Whanganui and Bulls is a key route 
for locals, tourists and freight, but too many people are being killed or 
seriously injured in crashes while travelling it.
Between 2019 and 2023, there were 159 crashes on SH3 between Whanganui 
and Bulls which resulted in 7 people dying and 19 being seriously injured. 

To make this road safer for everyone, we’re planning to make safety  
improvements to the road, which will include flexible median barrier.

If you have questions about these safety improvements, or would like to learn 
more about the project, come and chat with the project team at one of our 
upcoming drop-in sessions.

Whanganui: Pioneer Room, Whanganui War Memorial Centre,  
Tuesday 20 February 2024, 4–7pm

Bulls: Bulls Town Hall, Te Matapihi, Thursday 22 February 2024, 4–7pm

At the Bulls session, you’ll also have the chance to speak with members of the 
SH1/SH3 Bulls to Sanson safety improvements project team.

For more information: visit nzta.govt.nz/whanganui-to-bulls or email  
sh3.w2b@nzta.govt.nz

24-SH
-013

www.agctraining.co.nz

0800 348 8215

Ever wanted to make cheese, jams, vegan or grainy foods? 
Short courses available in Whanganui

The RCP has had 
articles about how to use 
surplus summer fruit and 
vegetables written by 
previous head of Cook-
ery and Hospitality at 
UCOL Whanganui, Gina 
Guigou. (next week we 
have an article on what 
to do with surplus plums)

Gina is also presenting 
the following pro-
grammes with Commu-
nity Education.

1.Cheese Making
If you are planning to 

make your own cheeses, 
then this class is for 
you.  Learn the skills and 
gain hands-on experi-
ence required to make 

soft cheeses, such as feta, 
haloumi, mozzarella and 
ricotta.The class is a full 
day in the kitchen, prepar-
ing and cooking your 
culinary delights.

 One session on Satur-
day 13 April, 9 am – 3 
pm. $150 

2. Plant Based Cook-
ery 

Whether you're a sea-
soned chef or a kitchen 
novice, this plant-based 
cookery programme is de-
signed for everyone eager 
to embrace the vibrant 
world of plant-based 
cuisine. 

 You will learn vegan 
and vegetarian recipes; 

how to make nut butters, 
crackers, pantry items and 
making the most of what 
you grow in your garden. 
There will also be the 
opportunity to make some 
sweet treats without using 
refined sugar. 

2 Sessions Saturday and 
Sunday 9 am – 3 pm, 9 
and 10 March 2024. Cost 
is $245 – Ingredients 
supplied

 3. Preserves and Jams 
– Winter Stores with 
Summer’s Harvest

Using excess fruit and 
vegetables from Sum-
mer gardens, Gina will 
teach you how to make 
jams, sauces, fruit pastes, 

relishes and chutney for 
Winter stores. Don’t let 
those Summer fruits rot 
on the ground. Fling them 
in the freezer and learn 
how to transform them 
into something delicious; 
just like our Grandmoth-
ers did.

 One Session on Sat-
urday 9 am – 3 pm, 24 
February 2024. $135 – 
Ingredients supplied

Gina is also doing the 
following presentation 
with La Fiesta.   

Get your Grains
Spend the day with Gina 

making your own selec-
tion of muesli, granola 
and crackers. You will 
take home everything 
you make on the day and 
have the skills to do it all 
again when your bounty 

runs out. All ingredients 
included. 

 One Session on Sunday 

3 March, 9 am to 3 pm. 
The cost is $95.

All bookings can be 

made on https://commu-
nityeducation.nz/collec-
tions/taste.
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www. succulentstyling.co.nz 
Succulent Styling Home Staging

We are gifting a
safe night to

women’s refuge
With every vacant install for all of

2024

A $20 Safe Night helps a woman and her 
children escape family violence

Whanganui Women’s 
Refuge is hoping to ben-
efit from a new national 
initiative asking people to 
donate a ‘$20 Safe Night’ 

in the cause of keeping 
women and children safe.

New Zealand has one 
of the highest rates of 
family harm in the OECD 

and Women’s Refuge 
needs the support of the 
community to maintain its 
important work.

Donations to the ‘$20 
Safe Night’ can be made 
through the safenight.nz 
website and the money 
wil be used to cover the 
running costs of safe 
houses.

There is one four-bed-
room safe house in Whan-
ganui and local Women’s 
Refuge manager Jo Voice 
says it plays a vital role in 
the organisation’s mahi.

“We have fully furnished 
the safe house and we 

have to cover rent and be 
able to provide clothing, 
food and drink, hygiene 
products, a cellphone etc 
if necessary,” says Jo.

“It is set up so that if 
someone arrives with 
nothing, having fled an 
assault, we can look after 
them. Often it is the case 
that that person cannot go 
back home and get their 
personal possessions.”

Since July 1 last year, 61 
women and children have 
stayed in the Whanganui 
safe house.

“Sometimes it is just one 
night, but sometimes it is 

for a few weeks – how-
ever long they need to find 
safe accommodation.”

Jo said that domestic 
violence continued to be a 
serious issue in the Whan-
ganui community.

“We are busy, and over 
Christmas we were work-
ing flat out … we were 
extremely busy.

“There are relationships 
that are already vulnerable 
and then that is exacer-
bated by the rising cost 
of living, the housing 
crisis, people coming out 
the other side of COVID, 
mental health problems…

“It all adds to the com-
plexity of our work.”

As well as the funds 
raised by the ‘$20 Safe 
Night’ appeal, Whan-
ganui Women’s Refuge 
is always grateful for 
donations of food (non-
perishable and not past 
the sell-by date); hygiene 
products; and new socks 
and underwear.

Well-known Kiwi 
actress Dame Miranda 
Harcourt, whose career 

covers Shortland Street 
to The Hobbit movie, is a 
national ambassador for 
Women’s Refuge and is 
promoting the ‘$20 Safe 
Night’ appeal.

“It’s good to relax, 
catch up and enjoy some 
kai on a summer’s even-
ing. But we know there 
are far too many women 
who only feel fear as the 
sun sets, knowing they 
could face violence at 
any time.”

 

61 women and children have stayed in the Whanganui safe house 
in the last six months
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President’s corner

We will put a calen-
dar of events together 
for this year shortly, 
but would like your 
input first. Please get 
in touch with us with 
your ideas. These 
could include trips, 
speakers, morning teas 
– whatever appeals. 
Remember this is your 
group so your ideas 
matter.

What makes a com-
munity ‘Age Friendly’ 
is the ability to:

• Be active.
• Feel secure.
• Enjoy good health 

and the respect of 
others.

• Continue to par-
ticipate fully in society, 
regardless of age.

• Mix with different 
generations!

• Access local 
services and parks, 
attend cultural events 
and take part in further 
education.

President Nerrily Frith

Welcome to our 
new newsletter which 
will be published in 
the River City Press 
three to four times 
per year. This method 
enables us to reach 
out to other inter-
ested members of the 
community as well as 
communicating with 
our members – and at 
a cheaper rate than the 
cost of printing and 
postage.

There will be spare 
copies available at the 
Grey Power office in 
Club Metro.

Covid – Unfortu-
nately, Covid is back 
nationwide, and we 
recommend that if you 
are feeling unwell, 
check in with your 
doctor or the health 
line for information 
on 0800 611 116.

Grey Power Office 
– As from January the 
office at Club Metro is 
open on both Tuesday 
and Thursday from 
11am to 1pm. Please 
feel free to join us 
for any questions or 
concerns you may 
have. We are happy to 
assist where we can or 
point you in the right 
direction.

Grey Power Elec-
tricity - is a partner-
ship between the Grey 
Power Federation and 
Pulse Energy. Estab-
lished in 2013, Grey 
Power Electricity is 
committed to provid-

ing Grey Power Members 
with low cost electricity, 
gas, broadband and home 
phone plans.

Grey Power Electricity 
is designed especially for 
Grey Power Members 
and gives back to the 
Grey Power Federation 
for every Member that 
becomes an electricity 
customer with them.

For more information go 
to: https://www.grey-
power.co.nz/grey-power-
electricity. 

Membership – Mem-
berships are due for 
2024/25 from 1 April. 

The cost is only $25 for 
a single and $40 for a 
couple.

Payment can be made 
by:

• Direct credit to Grey 
Power Whanganui 38 
9006 0435305 02

• Posting the amount to 
PO Box 4197, Whan-
ganui 4541

• Making payment at 
the office of Club Metro, 
13 Ridgway Street, 
Whanganui.

Look forward to meet-
ing you all soon. You 
can contact me on 027 
458 6480,  Nerrily

     Join Grey Power Wanganui
First name: ……………………….....................................................…….................………

Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr)   ……………………..............................................………..

Address    …………………………………......................................................................…..   

Suburb…………………………..        Post Code ….......……

Phone Numbers:   Home ………….......……             Mobile ...…...........................………..  

Emails …………………………………….........................................................................….

Please bring into the Grey Power Office at Club Metro, 13 Ridgway Street, with payment as explained earlier.

$

Members of the Grey Power Board
President Nerrily Frith
Nerrily became President of Grey 

Power Whanganui & Districts in 
March 2023. She has lived in Whan-
ganui most of her life and has been the 
Hostel Manager at Whanganui Girls 
College, worked for Idea Services 
Whanganui and Liaison Officer for 
Brain Injury Whanganui.

She has always been actively in-
volved in a range of Whanganui and 
national organisations including being 
President of Brain Injury Whanganui, 

(she is also on their national board), 
Chairperson of Community House, 
President of the IHC Association 
while working for the disability group, 
People First.

Members of the Board
The other members of the local Grey 

Power are:
• Lynne Morris – Membership Officer
• Ngaire Flyn – Treasurer
• Jack Agar – Vice President
• Helen Tilly, and
• Shirley McDonough.

Prepare an 
emergency bag
An emergency bag if you are sud-

denly taken to hospital can be very 
useful. It could include a nightie/ pair 
of pyjamas, dressing gown, medica-
tion, slippers etc.

Online Digital courses
There are opportuni-

ties in Whanganui to 
upgrade your digital 
knowledge. The 
District Library offers 
a free course ‘Digital 
Skills for Seniors.’ 
The next course to be 
held at the Alexan-
der Library for those 
65 and over starts 
on Friday 19 March 
and is from 10am to 
12noon. There are also 
opportunities with 
Age Concern and the 
Whanganui Learning 
Centre.If you call for an ambulance, the 

cost will be at least $98. However, 
by becoming a member of the St 
John’s Ambulance scheme, your 
ride in the ambulance is free. The 
cost for an individual is only $55 

St John Ambulance Scheme

Other 
matters

per year. A joint membership of two 
people living at the same address is 
$75 per year. There is also a house-
hold membership of three and over 
people living at the same address is 
$90.
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Local artist to open first ever 
Wellington-based exhibition

Melanie Fleet, an emerging artist 
from Whanganui, is set to open her first 
ever Wellington-based exhibition, "Ex-
plosive Empathy," at Thistle Hall on 
March 4, 2024.

The exhibition features a collection 
of mixed-media paintings and digital 
prints that challenge LGBTTQI+ dis-
crimination and aim to shape social 
narratives with resilience. As part of the 
LGBTTQI+ community, Melanie sees 
the impact of bigotry and phobias every 
day and wants to use her art to provoke 
conversations and encourage empathy.

The exhibition will be showcased 
during the Wellington Pride Festival, 
adding to the vibrant and inclusive at-
mosphere of the event. Being a part of 
the Pride Festival brings a sense of be-

longing, togetherness, and community to 
Melanie's work, and she hopes that her 
art can contribute to the important con-
versations being had around LGBTTQI+ 
rights and visibility.

Melanie Fleet is a mixed media artist 
based in Whanganui, New Zealand. She 
is known for her vibrant and thought-
provoking work, which often explores 
themes of identity, equality, and empow-
erment. Her work has featured in several 
exhibitions throughout New Zealand, 
and she has quickly gained a reputation 
as an artist to watch.

"Explosive Empathy" will be open to 
the public from March 4-10 2024, at 
Thistle Hall in Wellington. For more 
information, please visit www.melanief-
leet.co.nz

Artist, Melanie Fleet with a small selection of her art 

Premier winner in New Zealand-wide 
art competition

By Mark Dawson
“I just fiddle around … 

when I start I don’t know 
what I’ll end up with.”

Well, last year Whan-
ganui glass artist Ro-
salind Fitz Patrick ended 
up as supreme winner 
in a New Zealand-wide 
art competition at the 
Lysaght Watt gallery in 
Hawera. And now her 
first solo exhibition is on 
show at the gallery, run-
ning until March 2.  

The exhibition is called 
805° which is the Celsius 
temperature needed to 
fuse glass. Less than 805 
and it is not one complete 
peice, more than this and 
it can melt and puddle.

Rosalind’s work is dis-
tinctive, colourful often 
geometric and regular – 
the result of very intricate 
and detailed “fiddling 
around”.

Her passion for fused 
glass started when she 
went to a Katie Brown 
workshop at what is now 
the New Zealand Glass-
works in Rutland Street.

“I was hooked. I got a 
diploma from UCOL in 
June 2019 and have been 
doing it ever since.”

She was surprised to 
win the Lysaght Watt 
Trust Award last May, 
an award that attracts 
hundreds of entries in all 
media from across the 
country.

“Fused glass is not 
that well known and it is 

often put in with sculpture 
and 3D works.

“I won the 3D section 
and, as it was so hot, I 
stepped outside the gallery 
for some fresh air. I came 
back and the judge was 
talking about the supreme 
winner and saying ‘I 
could see the glow in it’. 
I was stunned that it was 
me … very exciting.”

Rosalind has created a 
lot of new works for the 
exhibition – which com-
prises around 40 pieces 
-- including her take on 
Art Deco.

She works from home 
with the garage set up as a 
workshop which includes 
a $7500 kiln imported 
at some length from the 
United States.

Whanganui glass artist Rosalind Fitz Patrick in her workshop.

One of the pieces in the Hawera exhibition.

“I ordered it and then 
COVID hit and it seemed 

to travel around the world. 
It took a year to get here.” 
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Road naming policy review asks 
community for directions

Whanganui District Council is seek-
ing community feedback on a review 
of its Road Naming and Numbering 
Policy. A pre-engagement survey that 
closed in August last year gathered 
initial feedback and provided insights 
on ways the policy could be improved. 

The council’s principal policy plan-
ner, Justin Walters, says, “This review 
aims to enhance the existing policy 
by incorporating community input to 
ensure a more inclusive and compre-
hensive approach to road naming and 
numbering in our district.

 “The council’s Road Naming and 
Numbering Policy provides a guide-
line for the consistent naming and 
numbering of roads within the district. 
As part of the review, we’ve identified 
opportunities to build on the policy 
by confirming appropriate themes for 
road names, establishing a formal road 
naming panel, and by including the 
ability to name parks,” Justin Walters 
says.

The current criteria for naming roads 
are:

• a traditional or appropriate Māori 
name

• an historical person or event
• significant geographical or topo-

graphical features
• the personal name of someone who 

has given special service to the com-

munity.
Community feedback has suggested 

that names of native flora and fauna also 
be included as a naming option. Other 
proposed changes to the existing policy 
are the formalisation of a road naming 
panel, and the provision to name parks.

“Officially including the naming panel 
in the policy will let the panel make 
decisions on new or unformed roads, 
as well as make recommendations to 
the council on the renaming of existing 
roads or the naming of parks,” Justin 
Walters says. “The panel also provides a 
forum for the community, Iwi and devel-
opers to provide feedback on the naming 
of roads.”

In relation to the naming of parks, 
Justin Walters says, “The Reserves Act 
1977 provides a process for the naming 
of reserves, although not all spaces op-
erating as parks are classified as reserves 
for the purposes of the act. While the 
naming or renaming of a park is not a 
regular occurrence, it generally follows 
a similar process in finding an appropri-
ate name.”

Consultation on proposed changes to 
the council’s Road Naming and Num-
bering Policy is open until midnight 
on Sunday, 10 March 2024. For more 
information, including how to make a 
submission, please visit: www.whan-
ganui.govt.nz/have-your-say

Sixth year of Pride Week - affirming 
diversity and inclusivity 

In its sixth year, Whan-
ganui Pride Week is not 
just a celebration; it’s 
a vibrant affirmation of 
diversity, inclusivity, 
and the strength of com-
munity. Kicking off next 
Saturday the 24th of Feb-
ruary, this event promises 
a week full of activities, 
learning opportunities, 
and joyous gatherings, 
reflecting the diversity 
of the human experience. 
It’s a timely reminder that 
while Whanganui Pride 
Week is rooted in the LG-
BTTQI+ community’s 
history and struggles for 
equality, its spirit of ac-
ceptance and understand-
ing is something from 
which everyone can ben-
efit.

This year, Whanganui 
Pride Week is poised to 
surpass previous years, 
both in scale and in the 
breadth of its embrace. 
Organizers have meticu-
lously planned a diverse 
array of events that cater 
to all ages and interests, 
ensuring that Pride is 
not just for the LGBT-
TQI+ community but for 
anyone who believes in a 
world where inclusivity 
and equity reign supreme. 
From an art exhibition 
that explores the depths 
of queer identity to work-
shops aimed at educating 
and fostering dialogue 
and events that bring dif-
ferent community mem-
bers together, the week is 
designed to be a platform 
for sharing stories, chal-
lenging prejudices, and 
building bridges.

One of the most remark-
able aspects of Whan-
ganui Pride Week 2024 
is its commitment to 
inclusivity. The organ-
izers have gone to great 
lengths to ensure that the 
events are accessible to 
everyone, regardless of 
physical ability, financial 
situation, or social back-
ground. This inclusivity 

is a testament to the belief 
that understanding and 
acceptance are not just 
the responsibilities of the 
LGBTTQI+ community 
but of the entire society. 
By opening up spaces for 
everyone to participate, 
learn, and celebrate, Pride 
Week acts as a powerful 
catalyst for change, pro-
moting a culture of empa-
thy and respect.

With 20 events on offer 

over eight days, including 
eight brand new events – 
Whanganui Pride Week 
2024 is set to break all 
records since it began in 
2019. Pride Whanganui 
Trust Chairperson Chris-
tina Emery says, “It’s 
incredible to me the num-
ber of visitors we get for 
the week from outside of 
the immediate area. This 
year, we have people 
coming from as far away 

as Australia, Dunedin 
and Whangarei – and 
that’s just those we know 
about”.

Whanganui Pride Week 
2024 is a testament to the 
power of community, di-
versity, and passion. See 
the full schedule now at 
pridewhanganui.co.nz/
prideweek – some events 
are close to selling out so 
make sure you book your 
tickets now.
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WHANGANUI
PRIDE WEEK

2  0  2  4

24TH FEB -
2ND MARCH

pridewhanganui.co.nz/prideweek

Pride Week events - open to everyone
SATURDAY 24 FEB
PRIDE HUB + ART 

EXHIBITION
Sat 24 Feb - Sat 2nd 

March | 10am-4pm | 
Pride Hub - 64 St Hill 
Street

Local and national art-
ists exhibit their creative 
talents. EXHIBITION 
OPENING - Fri 23rd Feb 
- 5:30pm. Grab event 
info, merch and resourc-
es or just hang out in a 
safe, inclusive space.

YOUTH FEST + 
PRIDE MARKETS

11am-3pm | Majestic 
Square | FREE

A safe space for our 
Rangatahi to hang + an 
incredible array of Pride 
products, art and collecti-
bles - for all!

MOVIE MARATHON 
- YOUTH EVENT

3-6pm | Pride Hub - 64 
St Hill Street | FREE

Rūrangi + two incred-
ible queer films to inspire 
and inform.

SILENT DISCO - 
YOUTH EVENT

7-10pm | Pride Hub - 

64 St Hill Street | FREE
Grab some headphones 

& dance till you drop!

SUNDAY 25 FEB
LONG LUNCH ON 

THE DUBLIN ST 
BRIDGE

11:45am-2pm | Dublin 
St Bridge | $55pp

Be waited on hand and 
foot for two glorious 
hours as you take in the 
beauty around you.

QUEERLY BELOVED 
- ZINE WORKSHOP

11am-2pm | Pride Hub - 
64 St Hill Street | FREE

Contribute to a col-
laborative Pride Zine with 
an uplifting letter to a 
Rainbow person.

AUTHENTIC YOU
4-7pm | Women’s 

Network - 75 St Hill St | 
FREE

Not sure how to express 
yourself, want some ad-
vice, tips and tricks, join 
us to explore an ‘Authen-
tic You’.

MONDAY 26 FEB
THIS IS ME
7-9pm | Women’s Net-

work - 75 St Hill St | $5pp
Our guest speakers 

explore what role gender 
and sexuality has played 
in their lives.

TUESDAY 27 FEB
GAMES NIGHT
6-9pm | Pride Hub - 64 

St Hill Street | FREE
Be introduced to the 

world of Dungeons & 
Dragons or pull the fam-
ily together for a round of 
Exploding Kittens. 

WEDNESDAY 28 FEB
ROLLER DISCO
4:30-7:30pm | The Rink 

- 37 Hatrick St West | 
$5pp

A fun family friendly 
event, pop some skates 
on and burn off some 80's 
energy.

THURSDAY 29 FEB
WAIRUA CRUISES
11:45am & 5:45pm | 

Wairua - 1H Taupo Quay 
| $60pp

Join us for a cruise on 
the MV Wairua and enjoy 
the stunning scenery of 
the Whanganui Awa.

FRIDAY 1 MARCH
WEAR THE RAIN-

BOW
All Day | Everywhere
Wear your rainbow rib-

bons and badges or go full 
rainbow from head to toe!

QUIZ NIGHT
5:30-7:30pm | Lads 

Brewery - 1 Taylor St | 
$5pp

The Quiz to end all 
Quizzes! Who will be the 
2024 Champion?!

SPEED MATCHING
8-10pm | Porridge 

Watson - 30 Drews Ave | 
$10pp

Mates - Dates - Lovers; 
find any and all at this 
entertaining event.

SATURDAY 2 
MARCH

DRAG BREAKFAST
9:30-10:45am | Mischief 

- 96 Guyton St | $50pp
Start your day the right 

way with drag performers 
and Transgender Cartoon-
ist Sophie Labelle.

PRIDE WALK
11am-12:15pm | Whan-

ganui River Markets | 
Koha

Dress loud, dress proud! 
Bring the family and join 
us on this annual hikoi 
around the bridges.

PRIDE PARTY
7pm-1am | War Memo-

rial Centre - Watt St | 
$20pp

From a wedding to 
burlesque to pole to 
interpretive dance, and 
of course show stopping 

drag artists.
The party to end all 

parties!
For further information 

on each events go to the 
website: 

Pridewhanganui.co.nz/
prideweek

LONG LUNCH ON THE DUBLIN ST BRIDGE
Sunday, February 25, 11:45am-2pm | Dublin Street Bridge | $55pp

Go to website: Pridewhanganui.co.nz/prideweek or 
Eventfinda.co.nz for bookings



RIVER CITY PRESS, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2024 - 13

limitedlimitedlimitededitioneditioneditionoutoutoutnow!now!now!

PRIDE WALK -  
Saturday, March 2, 11am-12:15pm | 
Whanganui River Markets | Koha

Dress loud, dress proud! Bring the family 
and join us on this annual hikoi 

around the bridges.

DRAG BREAKFAST
Saturday, March 2, 9:30-10:45am | at Mischief - 

96 Guyton St | $50pp
Start your day the right way with drag performers 

and Transgender Cartoonist Sophie Labelle.
Go to website: Pridewhanganui.co.nz/prideweek 

or Eventfinda.co.nz for bookings

PRIDE PARTY
Saturday, March 2 - 7pm-1am | War Memorial Cen-

tre - Watt St | $20pp. From a wedding to burlesque to 
pole to interpretive dance, and of course show stop-

ping drag artists. The party to end all parties!
Go to website: Pridewhanganui.co.nz/prideweek or 

Eventfinda.co.nz for bookings

QUOTE: “Sometimes, making 
the world a better place just 

involves creating space for the 
people who are already in it.” 

- Jodi Picoult, author
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Mainstreet Whanganui is 
30 years old this year

The concept of a Main-
street organisation for 
Whanganui was first dis-
cussed in the late 1980s. 
To say that Whanganui’s 
City Centre back then was 
tired and moribund would 
be painting a rosy picture. 
Whanganui was about to 
get a new shopping mall 
adjacent to the main retail 
street. At the same time, 
there had been business 
creep from the main 
shopping district to newer 
and more advantageously 
rated areas of the city.  
With a static population, 
the town centre was los-
ing out.

The first step for Whan-
ganui’s Mainstreet move-
ment was to recognise 
that if something was not 
done, the Central Avenue 
district would decline and 
eventually die. Mainstreet 
Whanganui arose with 
support from the Retail-

ers Association. Council 
was to spend money to 
refurbish and upgrade the 
main shopping precinct, 
and retailers wanted to be 
involved. The result was 
what was then and still 
remains one of the best 
central city upgrades in 
New Zealand.

Officially established in 
1991, Mainstreet Whan-
ganui may have begun as 
a lobby group, but today, 
it is a thriving organisa-
tion, that, while continu-
ing to lobby on behalf of 
retailers, has grown to en-
compass business growth, 
preserving Whanganui’s 
heritage, promotional 
activity, events, central 
city maintenance, gardens 
and ongoing beautifica-
tion projects, meanwhile 
continuing to ensure that 
Wanganui’s town centre 
remains one of the most 
admired in New Zealand.

Whanganui was the first 
place in New Zealand to 
have a Mainstreet Group 
take over the manage-
ment of the Town Centre. 
The Founding Committee 
was:

- Stephen Lace (Treas-
urer)

- Bill Anderson 
- Muriel Beard
- Ron Lamont

- Max Restieaux
- Murray Gilbertson
- Beryl Warnock
- Rob Vinsen
- Craig Mills (Chair-

man)
- Bruce Dickson
- Robin Winter

- supplied by Geoff 
Follett, membership and 
Design for Mainstreet

Mainstreet Whanganui precinct marked in blue.

vinyl records, tapes and cd's

56 Victoria Ave                                Ph 0276444884

we buy and sell

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Photo brings back memories
Dear Editor, 
The Castlecliff tram photo on the front page of the 

February 8 edition brought back many memories - and 
gave me a delightful surprise when I recognized my 
sister Beverley Ticklepenny (nee Brown) looking at 
the camera second from left. Beverley died on January 
19 in Lower Hutt aged 92. 

Standing on the far left, looking at the camera, is our 
'aunty' Molly Hulbert, who lived near the hospital. 

Thank you for the trip down memory lane. 
- Rhona Wright 

Amdram to benefit from next 
week’s Small Talks event

By Mark Dawson
Whanganui theatre 

group Amdram cel-
ebrates 150 years of 
showbiz this year, with 
the musical thriller 
Sweeney Todd at the 
Royal Opera House 
next month, and a pro-
duction of Oliver at the 
end of 2024.

And it hopes to start 
the year with a cash 
boost as it will be the 
beneficiary of the Small 
Talks event at Heritage 
House next Tuesday, 
February 20.

Small Talks acts as a 
fundraiser for various 
local organisations and 

features ten speakers 
who present 15 slides 
at 20-second intervals 
while giving a five-
minute talk on a topic 
dear to their hearts. It 
can be passionate; it can 
be thought-provoking; 
it can be hilarious; 
occasionally it can be 
downright odd.

One of the speak-
ers on Tuesday will be 
Amdram vice-president 
Terry Lobb who is the 
set designer for Sweeney 
Todd and was also the 
set designer for The 
Phantom of the Opera 
production.

She has designed a 

revolving cube which 
will take centre stage at 
the Opera House. The 
piece measures 2900mm 
square and is 2200mm 
high, with a staircase 
and truck (platform) 
attached to one of the 
sides.  

The complete unit 
revolves with the base 
structure having 38 
wheels underneath, and 
it covers seven different 
scenes during Sweeney 
Todd with all four 
sides and the top being 
utilised.

Quite a technical piece, 
it has trap doors, a re-
volving chair, ladders, a 
chute, two cast entrances 
and exits and one hidden 
exit for crew and cast.

Sweeney Todd: The 
Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street – set in the late 
1880s London -- is a 
musical thriller with mu-
sic and lyrics by Stephen 
Sondheim, and the book 
by Hugh Wheeler.

The show runs at the 
Opera House from 
March 15-23. Tickets for 
Tuesday’s Small Talks 
are available at Bayleys 
Real Estate.

Terry Lobb’s intricate stage set which will feature in the musical 
Sweeney Todd.

Golf 
results
Castlecliff 9 Hole Club
Thursday 1 February – 

Opening Day Multiply-
ing Stableford

Ladies: Elaine Everitt 
39, Anne Cox 35, Rawinia 
Connors 28

Men: Sam McGregor 
44, Rodney Mence 39, 
Richard Smith 34 c/b

Thursday 8 February – 
Putting

Ladies: Marilyn Ed-
monds 15, Elaine Everitt 
16 c/b, Janice Donghi 16 
c/b

Men: Richard Smith 15 
c/b, Allen Wills 15 c/b, 
Rodney Mence 15 c/b, Ike 
Edmonds 15 c/b
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Mainstreet vouchers
Mainstreet Whan-

ganui's 30th anniversa-
ry comes with a sweet 
note of success: the re-
vitalised Aroha voucher 
program. Since its De-
cember 2023 relaunch, 
it's already generated 
a neat $8,350 in local 
spending, which will 
offer some comfort 
to businesses during 
the traditionally quiet 

February. 
"Aroha vouchers aren't 

just about deals," says 
Charlie Meyerhoff, 
Business Promotions at 
Mainstreet Whanganui. 
"They're about show-
ing love for our local 
businesses, the lifeblood 
of our city centre. Every 
voucher spent keeps 
dollars circulating here, 
strengthening our com-

munity from the inside 
out."

Think of it like this: 
you buy a voucher and 
use it at any of the 50+ 
participating shops, 
cafes, and service pro-
viders. From treating 
yourself to a delicious 
meal to finding the per-
fect gift, you're not just 
supporting a business; 
you're fuelling a vibrant 
downtown vibe.

The program's impact 
goes beyond the bottom 
line. It fosters a sense 
of community, remind-
ing us of the hidden 
gems and diverse 
offerings right in our 
own backyard. By put-
ting our money where 
our hearts are, Aroha 
vouchers become more 
than just a purchase – 
they become a celebra-
tion of Whanganui's 
unique spirit.

Mainstreet Vouch-
ers can be purchased 
through i-site, Taupo 
Quay.

The top block of Victoria 
Avenue prior to 

Mainstreet Whanganui 
and the beautification

The fountain installation, pedestrian crossings and gardens being 
installed in the bridge block area. 
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The travel bug has really caught hold in Whanganui, 
with helloworld Travel enjoying a huge surge in custom-
ers.

The business at 56b Victoria Avenue was launched by 
sisters Casey Graham and Kylie Henare in July last year 
with the anticipation of gradual growth.

“We thought it would take a while to crank up but we 
are far busier than expected,” says manager Kylie.

The clamour for overseas trips is largely due to the end 
of COVID restrictions and the closed borders, says Ky-
lie.

“People have got all their DIY and home improve-
ments done during lockdown and now they want to get 
away. There are a lot of people wanting to visit friends 
and relations whom they couldn’t get to see during the 
pandemic.

“We are seeing a big increase in long-haul trips to Eu-
rope, and a lot of multi-generational families heading 
away together. However, travel has become more com-
plicated with a lot of changes since COVID and new 
requirements coming in, as well as disruptions to flight 
schedules.

“People appreciate a local travel agent who can sort out 
those things for them. They want someone they can trust 
and it gives them peace of mind.”

Another trend in the travel business is people booking 
well in advance.

Kylie cites the Pacific islands as an example. “The is-
lands are getting really full, really quickly, and people 
now have to book way ahead, often going on a waiting 
list before the flight schedules are released.”

Kylie can call on 18 years’ experience in the travel 
business, although she had three years out of the busi-

Service with a smile from helloworld Travel’s 
Katy O’Rourke, Saskia Bloot and Kylie Henare.

ness as the COVID pandemic devastated the industry.
She is now enjoying the positive mood among travel-

lers keen to venture overseas and the seven months that 
helloworld Travel has been operating have seen the ad-
dition of two staff members.

“And we are so busy that we are now looking for more 
staff.”

Major refurbishment of the CBD began in the early 1990s.

Mainstreet Whanganui 
takes great pride in 
being responsible for 
putting into action the 
upgrade and regenera-
tion of the Town Centre, 
starting with a Beautifi-
cation Fund meeting and 
constitution of how and 
what works were to be 
done.

At the Christmas 
parade in 1992, Mayor 
of the time, Chas 
Poynter led the parade 
on a white horse and 
cut the ribbons formally 
opening stage one of the 
Avenue upgrade.  Well 
exceeding expectations, 
thousands appeared at 
opening.  Robin Winter, 
Mainstreet Whanganui’s 
co-ordinator at the time 
said “Everyone is a 
beneficiary of business 
growth and improve-
ments in the central city, 
and that is why Main-
street has worked with 
the district council in the 
Avenue development”.

Under the watchful eye 
of Bruce Dickson, the 
upgrade took years to 
complete and achieved 
positive results with 
Mainstreet Whanganui’s 

From baby steps to leaps and bounds - 
let the work begin

Fantastic response to events
Alongside the Struc-

tural revitalisation was 
Promotions, Market-
ing & Events.  This 
was also recognised 
as a priority: target-
ing and marketing the 

vision taking hold. The 
structural revitalisation 
of the city centre was 
building a positive vibe 
and sense of pride that 
spread through the com-
munity.

- supplied by Geoff 
Follett, membership and 
Design for Mainstreet

town centre to locals 
and visitors alike 
through its particular 

identity, special events 
and activities and retail 
promotion.  

helloworld Travel expanding to cope with demand
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Maintaining what we have and adding value
In 1994, Whanganui 

in Bloom was to change 
the face of an already 
enhanced Victoria 
Avenue and increase 
the beautification of the 
town centre. The project 
cost for the 1994-95 
year was $74,000 of 
which almost $20,000 
had come from the 
Business Development 
Board.

2001 saw another 
integral part of Main-
street Whanganui being 

developed as Mainstreet 
Operations was brought 
in-house. This is one of 
the main reasons Whan-
ganui Town Centre is 
one of the most vibrant 
in New Zealand.

Des Warahi, general 
manager of Mainstreet, 
explains the regular 
maintenance programme 
that keeps the CBD  
looking clean and tidy, 
saying,  “While you are 
probably still sleeping, 
we have staff starting as 

early as 3am working 
on cleaning the Town 
Centre area.  This is 
why you will often not 
see anyone cleaning but 
while driving to work 
the footpaths, gutters 
and parts of the road are 
clear from any signs of 
debris or mayhem from 
the night before.

“We maintain the areas 
of the Whanganui CBD 
throughout the day, 
which includes sweep-
ing streets, clearing bins 

and general mainte-
nance of town assets 
like the bollards and 
gardens.”

The flower beds of 
the Town Centre are 
scrutinized daily also. 
Great pride is taken to 
ensure the displays are 
current, colourful and 
maintained to a high 
standard.

supplied - 
Geoff Follett, mem-

bership and Design for 
Mainstreet

Some of the Mainstreet maintenance team working on the flower 
beds in the town centre

The stunning gardens last spring in the Mainstreet area
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Sudoku

Fill the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x3 
box contains the digits 
1 to 9.

All puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

256Jumbo crossword

ACROSS: 1 Strayed, 4 Jump the gun, 9 Scholar, 
13 Ante, 14 Flakes, 15 Rasher, 16 Partner, 18 
Tun, 20 Prison term, 21 Illusion, 22 Gamut, 25 
Bovine, 26 Scorch, 28 Aftermath, 33 Prolific, 
34 Pamper, 35 Blister, 39 Aqueduct, 40 Morale, 
41 Swap, 42 Noted, 43 Naked, 46 Straight as a 
die, 53 Sewer, 56 Comic, 57 Aria, 58 Artery, 59 
Motoring, 62 Faction, 63 Meteor, 64 Twilight, 67 
Itinerary, 69 Convex, 70 Banana, 74 Satin, 75 
Stubborn, 77 Vociferous, 81 Cur, 83 Boredom, 
84 Native, 85 Absent, 86 Cave, 87 Wastrel, 88 
Relentless, 89 Remnant. 
DOWN: 1 Sharp, 2 Retrieve, 3 Delete, 4 Joker, 5 
Mast, 6 Tarnish, 7 Easily, 8 Users, 10 Coax, 11 
Outcast, 12 Avenue, 17 Downgraded, 19 Foyer, 
23 Broccoli, 24 Amble, 25 Bargain, 27 Cuff, 29 
Freesia, 30 Plucks, 31 Amoeba, 32 Recede, 34 
Poach, 36 Shone, 37 Puck, 38 Taxi, 44 Anorak, 
45 Exist, 47 Tart, 48 Amateur, 49 Graded, 50 
Tutor, 51 Scrutiny, 52 Erotic, 53 Soothsayer, 
54 Whim, 55 Regatta, 60 Coins, 61 Give, 65 
Crate, 66 Panorama, 68 Trident, 69 Concept, 
71 Pagoda, 72 Polite, 73 Dinner, 76 Blame, 78 
Oasis, 79 Scent, 80 Cope, 82 Rage.

5x5
Insert the missing letters 
to complete ten words 
— five across the grid 
and five down. 
More than one solution 
may be possible.

A L S
R C

L T E
T E

R E S

A T L A S
B R A C E
L I T H E
E T H E R
R E E D S

S R M
R N

H V R
N R

B E S

S C R I M
A R E N A
H O V E R
I N U R E
B E E T S

6 5
9 4 3 8

8 1 4
7 1 2
5 7 8 4

9 5 7
6 8 1

2 1 4 3
9 2

2 3 6 8 4 1 7 5 9
9 1 4 5 2 7 3 8 6
5 8 7 3 9 6 1 2 4
8 7 9 4 1 2 6 3 5
1 5 3 7 6 8 9 4 2
4 6 2 9 5 3 8 7 1
6 4 8 2 3 9 5 1 7
7 2 1 6 8 5 4 9 3
3 9 5 1 7 4 2 6 8

8 4 5 9 3
9 3

1 8 6 2 9 4
5 3 1 6 9 7

9 2 6
6 9 1 7 5 3
9 2 1 8 4 3

2 4
7 3 2 1 5

8 4 5 7 9 1 3 6 2
2 6 9 5 4 3 1 7 8
7 1 3 8 6 2 9 5 4
5 2 4 3 1 8 6 9 7
3 7 8 9 2 6 5 4 1
6 9 1 4 7 5 8 2 3
9 5 2 1 8 4 7 3 6
1 3 6 2 5 7 4 8 9
4 8 7 6 3 9 2 1 5

MEDIUM Previous solution

Previous solution

Previous crossword solution

Previous
solution

ACROSS
1  Take an oath (5)
4  Safely secured away 
(5,4,3,3)
14  Sudden forceful 
flow (5)
15  Room on ship (5)
16  Poet-folk singer (10)
17  Alcoholic drink (5)
19  Infection liquid (3)
20  Illness with spots (7)
21  Graceful dancer (9)
22  Socially awkward 
(6)
25  Weather instrument 
(9)
27  Meat pin (6)
28  Argument (6)
33  Lies (10)
35  Night bird (3)
36  Profited (6)
37  Qualify (4)
39  Metal (3)
41  Germ (7)
42  Eastern temple (6)
43  Retinue (9)
44  Wanderer (5)
45  Equestrian event (8)
50  Mother (2)
51  Base for statue (8)
55  Fusillade (5)
58  Conveyance for 
skiers (9)
59  Maintenance (6)
60  Corridor (7)
61  Impair (3)
63  Place in position (4)
64  Barter (6)
65  Short sleep (3)
66  Predecessor (10)
68  Time of most power, 

popularity, vigour (6)
69  Fix (6)
71  Bolted to avoid 
arrest (9)
76  Sewing thread (6)
77  Seasoned (9)
79  Make reference to 
(7)
81  Mineral spring (3)
84  Surrendered up (5)
85  Insignificant (10)
86  Rudimentary (5)
87  Bedlam (5)
88  Whatever the 
weather (4,4,2,5)
89  Brimless soft hat (5)

DOWN
2  Enervate (6)
3  Assumed name (5)
5  Standard (4)
6  Do like (7)
7  Legally answerable 
(6)
8  Group of singers (5)
9  Organise (7)
10  Peace symbol bird 
(4)
11  Neared (anag)(6)
12  Complaint (5)
13  Deep in thought (7)
14  Small soft suitcase 
(7)
18  Fear and hatred of 
foreigners (10)
23  Snake poison (5)
24  Went to bed (7)
26  Soaks up (7)
27  Sultan’s wife (7)
29  Stubbornly resolute 
(7)

30  Sword (6)
31  Intestine part (5)
32  Spirit, courage (6)
34  Joint line (4)
36  Garden figure (5)
38  Shoplift (5)
40  Fool (4)
45  Wharf area (5)
46  In a precise manner 
(7)
47  Convinced (4)
48  Musical instrument 
(6)
49  Hold responsible (5)
50  One at a funeral (7)
52  Exact lookalike (4,6)
53  Hush (7)
54  Flowering shrub (6)
55  Reel (7)
56  Misses out (5)
57  Cow flesh for eating 
(4)
62  Sunken vessel (5)
67  Strategy (7)
68  Church cushion (7)
70  The capital of US’s 
Georgia (7)
72  Stain (7)
73  Black magic (6)
74  Subordinate (6)
75  Submissive, compli-
ant (6)
76  Waterway (5)
78  Animal products 
abstainer (5)
80  Commerce (5)
82  Chopping tool (4)
83  Open pastry (4)

Sudoku

Fill the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x3 
box contains the digits 
1 to 9.

All puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

256Jumbo crossword

ACROSS: 1 Strayed, 4 Jump the gun, 9 Scholar, 
13 Ante, 14 Flakes, 15 Rasher, 16 Partner, 18 
Tun, 20 Prison term, 21 Illusion, 22 Gamut, 25 
Bovine, 26 Scorch, 28 Aftermath, 33 Prolific, 
34 Pamper, 35 Blister, 39 Aqueduct, 40 Morale, 
41 Swap, 42 Noted, 43 Naked, 46 Straight as a 
die, 53 Sewer, 56 Comic, 57 Aria, 58 Artery, 59 
Motoring, 62 Faction, 63 Meteor, 64 Twilight, 67 
Itinerary, 69 Convex, 70 Banana, 74 Satin, 75 
Stubborn, 77 Vociferous, 81 Cur, 83 Boredom, 
84 Native, 85 Absent, 86 Cave, 87 Wastrel, 88 
Relentless, 89 Remnant. 
DOWN: 1 Sharp, 2 Retrieve, 3 Delete, 4 Joker, 5 
Mast, 6 Tarnish, 7 Easily, 8 Users, 10 Coax, 11 
Outcast, 12 Avenue, 17 Downgraded, 19 Foyer, 
23 Broccoli, 24 Amble, 25 Bargain, 27 Cuff, 29 
Freesia, 30 Plucks, 31 Amoeba, 32 Recede, 34 
Poach, 36 Shone, 37 Puck, 38 Taxi, 44 Anorak, 
45 Exist, 47 Tart, 48 Amateur, 49 Graded, 50 
Tutor, 51 Scrutiny, 52 Erotic, 53 Soothsayer, 
54 Whim, 55 Regatta, 60 Coins, 61 Give, 65 
Crate, 66 Panorama, 68 Trident, 69 Concept, 
71 Pagoda, 72 Polite, 73 Dinner, 76 Blame, 78 
Oasis, 79 Scent, 80 Cope, 82 Rage.

5x5
Insert the missing letters 
to complete ten words 
— five across the grid 
and five down. 
More than one solution 
may be possible.

A L S
R C

L T E
T E

R E S

A T L A S
B R A C E
L I T H E
E T H E R
R E E D S

S R M
R N

H V R
N R

B E S

S C R I M
A R E N A
H O V E R
I N U R E
B E E T S

6 5
9 4 3 8

8 1 4
7 1 2
5 7 8 4

9 5 7
6 8 1

2 1 4 3
9 2

2 3 6 8 4 1 7 5 9
9 1 4 5 2 7 3 8 6
5 8 7 3 9 6 1 2 4
8 7 9 4 1 2 6 3 5
1 5 3 7 6 8 9 4 2
4 6 2 9 5 3 8 7 1
6 4 8 2 3 9 5 1 7
7 2 1 6 8 5 4 9 3
3 9 5 1 7 4 2 6 8

8 4 5 9 3
9 3

1 8 6 2 9 4
5 3 1 6 9 7

9 2 6
6 9 1 7 5 3
9 2 1 8 4 3

2 4
7 3 2 1 5

8 4 5 7 9 1 3 6 2
2 6 9 5 4 3 1 7 8
7 1 3 8 6 2 9 5 4
5 2 4 3 1 8 6 9 7
3 7 8 9 2 6 5 4 1
6 9 1 4 7 5 8 2 3
9 5 2 1 8 4 7 3 6
1 3 6 2 5 7 4 8 9
4 8 7 6 3 9 2 1 5

MEDIUM Previous solution

Previous solution

Previous crossword solution

Previous
solution

ACROSS
1  Take an oath (5)
4  Safely secured away 
(5,4,3,3)
14  Sudden forceful 
flow (5)
15  Room on ship (5)
16  Poet-folk singer (10)
17  Alcoholic drink (5)
19  Infection liquid (3)
20  Illness with spots (7)
21  Graceful dancer (9)
22  Socially awkward 
(6)
25  Weather instrument 
(9)
27  Meat pin (6)
28  Argument (6)
33  Lies (10)
35  Night bird (3)
36  Profited (6)
37  Qualify (4)
39  Metal (3)
41  Germ (7)
42  Eastern temple (6)
43  Retinue (9)
44  Wanderer (5)
45  Equestrian event (8)
50  Mother (2)
51  Base for statue (8)
55  Fusillade (5)
58  Conveyance for 
skiers (9)
59  Maintenance (6)
60  Corridor (7)
61  Impair (3)
63  Place in position (4)
64  Barter (6)
65  Short sleep (3)
66  Predecessor (10)
68  Time of most power, 

popularity, vigour (6)
69  Fix (6)
71  Bolted to avoid 
arrest (9)
76  Sewing thread (6)
77  Seasoned (9)
79  Make reference to 
(7)
81  Mineral spring (3)
84  Surrendered up (5)
85  Insignificant (10)
86  Rudimentary (5)
87  Bedlam (5)
88  Whatever the 
weather (4,4,2,5)
89  Brimless soft hat (5)

DOWN
2  Enervate (6)
3  Assumed name (5)
5  Standard (4)
6  Do like (7)
7  Legally answerable 
(6)
8  Group of singers (5)
9  Organise (7)
10  Peace symbol bird 
(4)
11  Neared (anag)(6)
12  Complaint (5)
13  Deep in thought (7)
14  Small soft suitcase 
(7)
18  Fear and hatred of 
foreigners (10)
23  Snake poison (5)
24  Went to bed (7)
26  Soaks up (7)
27  Sultan’s wife (7)
29  Stubbornly resolute 
(7)

30  Sword (6)
31  Intestine part (5)
32  Spirit, courage (6)
34  Joint line (4)
36  Garden figure (5)
38  Shoplift (5)
40  Fool (4)
45  Wharf area (5)
46  In a precise manner 
(7)
47  Convinced (4)
48  Musical instrument 
(6)
49  Hold responsible (5)
50  One at a funeral (7)
52  Exact lookalike (4,6)
53  Hush (7)
54  Flowering shrub (6)
55  Reel (7)
56  Misses out (5)
57  Cow flesh for eating 
(4)
62  Sunken vessel (5)
67  Strategy (7)
68  Church cushion (7)
70  The capital of US’s 
Georgia (7)
72  Stain (7)
73  Black magic (6)
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Limit of 7 free testpots 60-80 mL per household. Maximum of 1 
testpot per Resene colour. Food can must be at least 200 mL/g 
of food or more. Hunger for Colour runs until 29 February 
2024 or while testpot stocks last. See details instore or online.

Swap 2 cans of food for 
1 FREE Resene testpot!

Bring in 2 cans of food and we’ll give 
you 1 FREE Resene testpot 60-80 mL 
(worth up to $6.50). 

All cans of food will be donated to local 
Salvation Army and community foodbanks to 
give to Kiwi families in need.

resene.co.nz/hungerforcolour

Come in and see us at:
Resene ColorShop Whanganui 

17 Wilson St, (06) 348 0048

Rotary helping to eradicate 
Polio disease

Polio once paralysed 
7000 children every 
week. In 2023, that num-
ber was just 12 children – 
over the entire year.

That remarkable trans-
formation is largely due 
to the Global Polio Eradi-
cation Initiative (GPEI) 
launched in 1988 by Ro-
tary and its partners.

Polio (poliomyelitis in 
full) is a paralysing and 
potentially fatal disease 
that infects the nervous 
system. It can strike peo-
ple of any age but mainly 
affects children under 
five.

The disease is not cur-
able but can be prevented 
by vaccines and eventual-
ly eradicated – and that is 
what Rotary set out to do.

Rotary focuses on ad-
vocacy, fundraising, vol-
unteer recruitment and 
building awareness, and 
led the first initiatives 
to tackle global polio 
through the mass vacci-
nation of children.

When the GPEI started, 
there were 350,000 cases 
of polio in 125 countries 
every year. Today, cases 
have been reduced by 
99.9 per cent and just two 

countries – Afghanistan 
and Pakistan – continue to 
report cases of wild polio-
virus.

Afghanistan and Paki-
stan present formidable 
challenges that include 
political instability, highly 
mobile populations, dif-
ficult terrain and, in some 
cases, vaccine refusal and 
misinformation.

Getting the support of 
governments and improv-
ing access to remote areas 
are key in this final push to 
eliminate polio.

Rotary members have so 
far contributed more than 
$2.2 billion and countless 
volunteer hours to protect 
nearly three billion chil-
dren, and its advocacy has 
seen governments contrib-
ute more than $10 billion.

Rotary is now commit-
ted to raising $50 mil-
lion each year for polio 
eradication, and the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation 
has pledged to match that 
two-to-one. That is a total 
commitment of $150 mil-
lion every year.

U3A movie open to public
A 2022 drama about 

finding love late in life 
is this month’s cinematic 
offering from U3A, the 
University of the Third 
Age.

My Sailor, My Love, 
directed by Klaus 
Haārō, who made the 
life-affirming Letters to 
Father Jacob, is showing 
at Whanganui’s Embassy 
3 at 10.10am on Wednes-
day, February 28.

James Cosmo plays a 
retired sea captain who 
has a difficult relationship 
with his adult daughter 
Grace. When she hires 
Annie as domestic help 
for her father, he unex-
pectedly falls in love, giv-
ing his affection to Annie 
and her family rather than 
his own.

Shot on the Isle of 
Achill on Ireland’s west 
coast, this is a slow-paced 
take on a second chance 
of love, guilt and redemp-
tion.

My Sailor, My Love is 
103 mins long and has a 
90 per cent rating on both 
the IMDB and Rotten To-
matoes film critic scores. 

 All are welcome at the 

James Cosmo as Howard, the sea captain in
 My Sailor, My Love

movie, and those who 
wish can discuss it over 
lunch at Stellar. Further 

information from Julie 
on 027 883 5352 or Ma-
rie on 027 356 2733.

Nau mai haere mai
Everyone is welcome
The future shape of your council!

How many councillors should sit 
around the table in Whanganui’s  
council chamber? Should we have 
community boards?
 
Mayor Andrew Tripe and councillors 
invite you to share your feedback at a 
drop-in session as part of a review of 
the make-up of the council.

If you’d like more information  
before coming along to this important 
kōrero, check out:  
www.whanganui.govt.nz/rep-review-2024 

Tuesday 20 February 2024
5.00pm - 6.00pm
Brechin Lounge
St Paul’s in the City
112 Guyton Street

This money will provide 
much-needed operational 
support, medical work-
ers, laboratory equipment 
and educational materials. 
Governments, corpora-
tions and private donors 
all play a part.

More than one million 
Rotary members have 
given time and money to 
the cause, and hundreds 
of its members are work-
ing with health officials on 
vaccination programmes.

Rotary members work 
with UNICEF and other 
partners to prepare and 
distribute information ma-
terials for people in areas 
that are isolated by con-
flict, geography or pover-
ty. They also recruit other 
volunteers, assist in trans-
porting the vaccine and 
provide logistical support.

On Sunday, February 
25 Rotary Club of Whan-
ganui and Lions Whan-
ganui will be running the 
Tot Town Railway in Kow-
hai Park between 11am-
3pm with proceeds going 
toward Polio eradication. 
There will also be a BBQ, 
displays, entertainment, 
colouring competition and 
an international costume 
competition. Donations 
also welcome. See you 
there!
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Always return home 
to total comfort!

Six medals brought home from 
Maori Basketball Nationals

Ngā Wairiki Ngāti Apa ki Poitūkohu 
Māori o Aotearoa 2024

Tiehutia te wai ko Whangaehu
Ka hinga te rākau ko Turakina
Tikeitia ōku waewae ko Rangitīkei
Ngā wai kaukau o ngā tūpuna
Ngā wai herunga o ngā kuia
Tīhei mauri ora!
Ngā Wairiki Ngāti Apa attended our 

first Māori Basketball Nationals in 
Rotorua at the end of January 2024. 11 
teams represented the Rangitīkei iwi, 
from Under 9’s to Open Mixed who 
all had a very successful tournament, 
bringing home six medals and some 
great experiences. Whanaungatanga 
was the priority of this campaign and 
Tikanga Māori led our intentions. 
Expressing ourselves as Māori and 
more importantly as Ngā Wairiki Ngāti 
Apa is what makes this tournament so 
unique. All teams would not only prac-
tice the game but also came together 
to wānanga and learn waiata and haka 
to be performed at the tournament’s Pō 
Whakangahau (entertainment evening).

We had players come from near 
and far to attend, with the majority of 
whānau being based in Whanganui. 
There were those who came in from 
outside the region, some as far as 
Australia, who all wanted to come 
home and represent their hapū and iwi. 

This was a very humbling and excit-
ing experience that has created a waka, 
or a vehicle for whānau to return and 
express our identity as Ngā Wairiki 
Ngāti Apa. 

The U9 and U11 age group teams 
were our stars of the tournament, with 
whānau stepping up across the board to 
ensure the kids had a fun experience. 
Our U13 and U15 were amazing and 
brought home three golds and a silver 
in their respective grades. The U17 
boys finished with a bronze, and the 
Open Mixed won the gold against some 
tough competition. We are very proud 
of these results, and it gives us a strong 
foundation upon which we can grow 
this kaupapa together. There were a lot 
of learnings from taking away such a 
big group, both logistically and techni-
cally, when it comes to navigating such 
a massive tournament.

On behalf of all our teams, we would 
like to acknowledge Te Rūnanga o Ngā 
Wairiki Ngāti Apa for the guidance and 
support. There are many individuals to 
thank for their contributions, too many 
to name, but a massive thank you to all 
our coaches, managers, supporters and 
whānau for doing what needed to be 
done. 

Ngā mihi aroha ki koutou mō te 
tautoko.

Kids surf sports are enjoying a boom 
in interest in Whanganui

Wanganui Surf Lifeguard Service reports a “mas-
sive number” of inquiries about its junior surf pro-
gramme.

The juniors will be out this Sunday, February 18, at 
Castlecliff beach and, while the sessions are for mem-
bers only, all are welcome to go down and check out 
the action.   

The cadets/rookies (aged 10-14) start at 8.30am; 
juniors (aged 8-9) at 9.30am; and nipnips (aged 6-7) 
at 10.30am.

There is also a ‘Give Surf A Go” session at 4pm on 
Sunday for children who are interested in taking up 
the sport. Swimwear or a wetsuit, along with adult 
supervision, will be needed.

The session is for ages six to 14, and afterwards, all 
participants and parents will be welcomed at the club 
for a hot drink and can access information about the 
junior programme and surf lifesaving.

The ‘Give It A Go’ session is subject to the weather, 
and any updates will be notified on Facebook - Wan-
ganui Junior Surf. 

Summer is here, catch a feed, not a fine, by 
knowing your fishing rules

Summer’s here and 
if you’re among the 
hundreds of thousands 
of New Zealanders who 
enjoy recreational fishing, 
it’s important that you 
know the rules for the 
area you intend to fish.

One of the best things 
you can do is to down-
load the free NZ Fishing 
Rules mobile app. It tells 
you the fishing rules in 
your area and lets you 
know if there are any bio-
toxin warnings for people 
gathering shellfish, says 
Fisheries New Zealand 
Acting Director of Fisher-
ies Compliance, Niamh 
Murphy.

“There are catch and 
size limits as well as 
rules for the kind of 
gear you’re allowed to 
use. These rules vary by 
species and area and do 
change from time to time, 
so it’s important to stay 
up to date. Having the 
app on your phone gives 
you the peace of mind of 
having the right informa-
tion at your fingertips,” 
she says.

Once downloaded the 
fishing app will also work 
in areas where you don’t 
have cell phone coverage. 
Fishers can also text free 

to 9889 with the name 
of the fish species and 
receive a text back with 
size limits and daily catch 
limits. 

“Fishing for a feed is a 
popular pastime for a lot 
of people during the holi-
days. Our Fisheries New 
Zealand Fishery Officers 
and Honorary Fishery Of-
ficers (HFOs) will be out 
and about, patrolling along 

the coasts, and on the 
water to ensure the rules 
are being followed.

“If you’re unsure of 
any of the rules and 
regulations, ask your local 
Fishery Officer – they’re 
there to help you. We want 
to make sure you catch a 
feed and not a fine. 

“By following the rules 
you’ll be doing your part 
in keeping our shared 

fisheries sustainable so 
that future generations can 
also enjoy catching a feed 
of kaimoana.”

Another way of helping 
to protect our fisheries is 
to report any suspicious 
fishing you might witness 
to 0800 4 POACHER 
(0800 47 62 24) or 
poacher@mpi.govt.nz.

This includes poaching 
or illegal activity online 

such as being offered fish 
for sale through social 
media platforms such as 
Facebook.

“Buying or selling rec-
reationally caught fish is 

illegal. If you are consid-
ering buying fish online – 
make sure you are buying 
commercially caught fish. 
Don’t risk prosecution 
by purchasing fish from a 

Facebook market place,” 
says Niamh Murphy.

For more information 
please email: Fisher-
iesNZ_media@mpi.govt.
nz

Ngā Wairiki Ngāti Apa team and supporters
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Sadly passed away recently...

Copyright: 
River City Press produces 
and/or publishes advertise-
ments strictly on the basis that 
River City Press is entitled 
to and owns the copyright 
in the advertisement so far 
as the copyright relates to 
publication or reproduction 
for publication in any news-
paper, magazine or similar 
periodical or to broadcasting 
of the advertisement.

Funding available to help those with Irlen Syndrome
If your child is strug-

gling with reading and 
writing-based activities, 
maybe Irlen Syndrome is 
a ‘Piece of the Puzzle’. 
Children and adults with 
this condition constantly 
need to cope with print 
distortions that cause 
fatigue and  discomfort, 
and limit the length of 
time they can read and 
maintain comprehension. 
These children tend to 
become frustrated and 

feel they are less able 
than their peers.

The ‘Freedom to Learn’ 
Charitable Trust is able to 
help families in need of 
a subsidy to ensure their 
child (or themselves) can 
be assisted into glasses 
to relieve and overcome 
Irlen Syndrome.  The 
Trust aims to ensure that 
no one goes without the 
help they need due to the 
cost. This funding is a gift 
from the Trust with no 
repayments expected.  

Even a few of the Irlen 
Syndrome symptoms 
listed below can have 
significant effects on 
learning. Irlen Syndrome 
is not an optical problem. 
It is a problem with the 
brain’s ability to process 
visual information. Irlen 
filters will, over time, 
alleviate the sensitivity to 
light, which is causing the 
problem.  Irlen Syndrome 
is a genetic condition; 
therefore, it is common 
for more than one family 

member to need the sup-
port of Irlen glasses.

Signs and symptoms to 
look for -

Sensitivity to Light.   
Difficulties with read-
ing, print distortions, 
spelling, concentration, 
handwriting and copying, 
eye strain, headaches and 
migraine. These difficul-
ties may result in delayed 
learning, behaviour prob-
lems, frustration, fatigue 
and anxiety. 

Checking for the pres-
ence of Irlen Syndrome is 
a simple matter begin-
ning with a 10-minute 
questionnaire that shows 
if intervention is needed. 

Generous funding 
support from both the 

Anndaline Julia (Ann) ALDERMAN 
on 3 February 2024, aged 87 years.

Frances Margaret BETTRIDGE, 
on 11 February 2024, aged 90 years.

Joseph Alan COOPER, 
on 12 February 2024, aged 88 years.

Gloria May DUNCAN (JAGO), 
on 31 January 2024, aged 96 years.

Audrey Irene (Aud) JACKSON, 
on 10 Febraury 2024, aged 92 years. 

Bernard Joseph (Bernie) GUDSELL,
on 11 February 2024, aged 92 years.

Nellie Ruth (Ruth) KNIGHT (Smith), 
on 5 February 2024, aged 87 years.

Fredrick THOMPSON, 
on 13 February 2024, aged 76 years.

Duncan Lance TROUGHTON, 
on 8 February 2024, aged 68 years.

Whanganui Community 
Foundation and the Four 
Regions Trust, enables 
the Freedom to Learn 
Trust to continue to 
provide these subsidies 
within Whanganui.

Our outreach also 
assists families in the 
Rangitīkei thanks to the 
ongoing generosity of 
the JBS Dudding Trust 
and the Marton Christian 

Welfare Association. 
Manawatū families are 
assisted thanks to Pub 
Charities, the Page Trust, 
and the Macarthy Trust.

Enquiries and applica-
tions to the Freedom 
to Learn Trust may 
be made direct to: 
Prue Deighton prue.
irlen@gmail.com                                                                                                                                              
  or  phone  06 327 8185   
or   027 245 7588   

   

Whanganui has lost a member of a distinguished rac-
ing family with the passing of Bernie Gudsell.

Mr Gudsell, who died on Sunday, was aged 92. His 
funeral mass will be celebrated at St Mary's Catholic 
Church at 1.30pm on Friday.

He was predeceased by his wives Mary,  and Gail. He 
is survived by his children Paul, Stephen, Sheila, Marie 
and Ann.

A dairy farmer at Okoia, Bernie had brothers who, 
like him, successfully raced thoroughbreds.

Bernie passed his love of racing on to his family, 
members of whom have also campaigned gallopers. 
Stephen trained for his parents.

Bernie's long association with the Wanganui Jockey 
Club saw him made an honorary member.

He had notable success with an equine family tracing 
back six generations. A member of that family current-
ly racing is Bold Mac, a sprinter-miler being trained in 
Sydney by Chris Waller. Bold Mac has won $670,000 
to date.

Keith Thomson also trained gallopers for Bernie, but 
the majority of them were prepared by Paul Belsham, 
the son of Bernie's second wife, Gail.

Bernie's daughter Sheila is married to the Wanganui 
Jockey Club president Stu Watts.

Paul Gudsell described his father as "a good farmer 
and stockman and hard case."

OBITUARY - Bernard Joseph GudsellAbout Poetry
Meets third Tuesday of month, Club 
Metro, Ridgway Street. 2pm to 3.30pm. 
Informal, friendly meetings, visitors wel-
come. Recite yours or a favourite poem. 
A monthly topic is optional. Enquiries 
Robert Taylor, the bugleeditor150sc@
gmail.com
Alcoholics Anonymous
Phone 0800 229 6757. If you have a 
drinking problem maybe we can help. AA 
Wanganui area meeting list: Sunday, St 
Johns Lutheran Church Hall, 51 Liverpool 
Street, Wanganui, 9am; Monday, Friend-
ship Hall, Morris Street, Marton, 7.30pm; 
Tuesday, St Johns Lutheran Church Hall, 
51 Liverpool Street, Wanganui, 12.30pm; 
Wednesday, St Luke’s Church Hall, 34 
Manuka Street, Castlecliff, 7.30pm; 
Thursday, St Johns Lutheran Church Hall, 
51 Liverpool Street, Wanganui, 7.30pm; 
Al-Anon (family support)Thursday, 
Quaker Meeting House, 256 Wicksteed St, 
7.30pm. Friday, Gonville Library meeting 
room, 12.30pm. Ph 0508 425 266.
Do You Have Questions About 
the Bible?
Come and join us at the Christadelphian 
Hall on Tuesday night at 7:30pm for Bible-
based discussion and a cup of tea. All are 
most welcome. 138 Great North Road. 
Email: wanganui.ecclesia@outlook.co.nz 
/ www.thisisyourbible.com
Is Peace Possible?
a presentation for the people of Whan-
ganui by visiting Quaker Peace educators 
and activists: John Reuwer and Laurie 

Gagne. John and Laurie have been ac-
tive and are well-informed on the issues 
concerning Israel and Palestine. John 
has spent time in  the Ukraine creating a 
peace force to protect the nuclear reactor 
there. Both have studied and been in-
volved in international peace and justice 
issues. There will be a shared meal at the 
Settlement; 76 Virginia Road, starting at 
5.30pm, with the presentation starting 
at 7pm, on Tuesday February 20, in the 
Quiet Room. For more information con-
tact Marion Sanson Ph. 06-345-6438. 

MIST Mental illness Survivors 
Team
203 Victoria Ave, open 9.30am to 
3.30pm Monday to Friday. Closed statu-
tory holidays. A place to share activities 
and socialise. We offer activities, accept-
ance and support.
Twinkle Toes at St Paul’s
Fridays from 10.00am to 11.00am at St 
Paul’s in The City Hall, Cooks Street. 
Car park building and lift access. A fun 
music time for pre schoolers. Gold coin 
donation.
Wanganui Spiritual & 
Awareness Centre
Meetings 7pm Sundays, Quaker Meet-
ing Rooms, 256 Wicksteed St. Local or 
visiting speakers or mediums sharing 
their spiritual gifts. Join our healing 
circle, take a raffle, stay for supper and 
chat. Everyone is welcome. Koha ap-
preciated. See our Facebook page for 
details. Ph: 027-697-6308. 

It was Valentine’s 
Day yesterday 
and thousands of 
hearts appeared as 
if by magic on the 
Somme Parade foot-
path near the Dublin 
Street bridge.

But this was no 
romantic gesture by 
a would-be Cu-
pid. The aim is to 
have 12,000 hearts 
chalked on the path 
to represent the 
12,000 Palestinian 
children killed by 
the  Israeli attacks 
on Gaza.

And the message 
alongside is a call 
for a ceasefire for 
the almost four-
month-old assault. 

12,000 
hearts 
appear, 

but not for 
Valentine’s
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RCP CLASSIFIEDS 

REAL ESTATE

TRADES AND SERVICES PUBLIC NOTICES

FRUIT &
PRODUCE

GINZA. Always buying, al-
ways selling. Good used furni-
ture, antiques, China and col-
lectables. Call Ginza 345-3154

WANTED TO
BUY

FREE confidential health 
checks, STI and HIV screening. 
Whanganui Hospital. Phone for 
consultation 348-1775/021- 
323-077.

PERSONAL

FRESH  vegetables avail-
able, open Thursdays, Fridays. 
Laugeson’s Gardens, Westmere 
Road.

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE firewood 
starting from $50 a cubic metre  
for sale. Please phone us on (06) 
343-8466.

BLINDS - Roller & Venetians 
to order. Free measure and 
quote. Strath Davis Furniture 
& Flooring, Ph (06) 345-0883.
NEW books available at River 
City Press, 52 Ingestre St. 
“From the Sea to the Moun-
tain”; “Whimsical Tales of Old 
Wanganui”; “More Whimsical 
Tales of Old Wanganui”; “My 
Life - Annasophia”.
TOP range now available of 6 
dollar shrubs; Lavender stoe-
chas, Rosemary Blue Lagoon, 
Teuchrium Fruiticans, Hebes, 
Orange Day-Lillies, Australian 
Mint Bush, Felicia ‘Blue Jay’, 
plus 6 dollar hedging; Griseli-
na, Totara, Corokia 3 varieties, 
Lonicera Honeysuckle Golden 
Box, Buxus, good variety of 
Pittosporrums and White Ma-
nuka. Parnells Quality Tree and 
Shrub Nursery, 102 Fox Road, 
Wanganui, phone 344-6645, 
Est. 1895. 

GET paid to exercise! Pamphlet 
Distribution require reliable 
runners to deliver RCP and bro-
chures each week. Phone Bubs 
on 343-2010 or 027-218-2010.

FOR  SALE

SITUATIONS 
VACANT 

LAWNMOWING, section 
tidy-ups, pruning, WINZ 
quotes. TEL-TX 06-344-2535 
021-0899-2345.

LAWNMOWING + 
GARDENING

HAIRDRESSING
MOVING Ahead haircuts Mon-
day-Saturday. Affordable prices, 
call Debborah 021-173-8887.

FOR RENT
TWO bedroomed tidy, fully 
furnished cottage at Castlecliff, 
$400.00pw. Suit a working 
person or couple. Available in 
March. Ph. 027-588-4048.

I am available to help with your 
past, present and future as well 
as important decisions. Sandra 
Singleton. Numerologist Wan-
ganui. 06-345-3803. 

PSYCHIC 
CONSULTANT

SITUATIONS VACANT
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PUBLIC NOTICES   /   ENTERTAINMENT

River City Press  

- Positive news stories and advertising welcomed

Email: rivercitypress@xtra.co.nz

          Emergency.. ......................................111

City Mission/Foodbank  ............ ..345 2139

Women’s Refuge Wanganui ........ 344 2204

NEED HELP?

52 Ingestre St
Email: rivercitypress@xtra.co.nz 

FOR LEASE

LAWN MOWING

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

SECTION 101
SALE AND 
SUPPLY OF 

ALCOHOL ACT 
2012

GK McIvor Trading 
Limited, 77 Moana 
Street, Whanganui has 
made application to 
the District Licensing 
Committee at Whan-
ganui for the renewal 
of an Off Licence in 
respect of the prem-
ises situated at 77 Mo-
ana Street, Whanganui 
known as Four Square 
Whanganui East.

The general nature of 
the business conducted 
under the licence is a 
grocery store.

The days on which and 
the hours during which 
alcohol is sold under 
the licence are Mon-
day to Sunday 7.00am 
to 8.30pm.

The application may 
be inspected during or-
dinary office hours at 
the office of the Whan-
ganui District Licens-
ing Committee at 101 
Guyton Street, Whan-
ganui.

Any person who is en-
titled to object and who 
wishes to object to the 
issue of the licence 
may, not later than 25 
working days after the 
date of the publication 
of this notice, file a 
notice in writing of the 
objection with the Sec-
retary of the District Li-
censing Committee at
DLCadministration@
whanganui.govt.nz.

No objection to the re-
newal of a licence may 
be made in relation to 
a matter other than a 
matter specified in sec-
tion 131 of the Sale 
and Supply of Alcohol 
2012. 

This is the second pub-
lication of this notice.

The first notice was 
published on February 
8, 2023.

WORK  
WANTED

HEALTH & 
BEAUTY 

MOBILITY scooters. Sales, 
service, repair, rental wheel-
chairs, walkers, ramps. Call 
Graeme 021-1195118 or (06) 
347-6927.
PAINTER and Plasterer, pro-
fessional, efficient and exep-
erienced. No job is too small. 
Reference available. Call or text 
022-035-0175.
QUALIFIED builder looking 
for work. Quality workmanship. 
Renovations, decks, insurance 
work. Ph or text Jason (021) 
741 908.

WEBSITE 
DESIGN

JADE Traditional Thai Mas-
sage. Excellent massage at 
reasonable prices. 64 Guyton 
Street. Phone 348-8466 for an 
appointment.

GET a stunning, contemporary 
website at minimum cost, or 
give your old one a strategic 
revamp. Phone Peter on 020-
4161-3506 or email peter@
toucan.media.

DOG WALKING
SERVICE

DO you wish you could give 
your dog the exercise they need, 
without having to walk them 
yourself? 
Call/txt 022-010-3577.

BOARD 
WANTED

Gentleman shifting to Whan-
ganui for work is looking for 
a room to rent. Clean and tidy. 
Phone or text 021-029-26915.
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ASK A 
PROFESSIONAL

35 Somme Pde, 
Wanganui, 

Ph. 349 0155

Puppy Preschool 
Getting a new puppy is exciting but it can also be a little overwhelm-

ing; a quick Google search provides almost too much information about the 
“correct” way to raise a new fur-child. In general, the focus is on a pup’s 
physical needs, such as feeding an age- and size- appropriate food, vaccinat-
ing, microchipping, age- and size - appropriate exercise, and de-sexing (or 
health screening if it is to be bred).

What is sometimes forgotten is that the puppy also needs its essential psy-
chological needs met, 
including appropriate play, socialisation, and sleep-time. A fantastic re-
source is puppy preschool, where you can socialise your pup with other 
pets and humans, teach it some tricks, learn effective training techniques to 
encourage wanted behaviours and ask any questions you have about your 
pup’s physical health needs. These essential skills will set your pup up to 
become a well-adjusted member of the family for a long and happy lifetime. 

Presentation -‘Is 
peace possible?’

Dr Reuwer, who is a 
retired emergency doctor 
and a veteran of Un-
armed Civilian Protec-
tion teams in Palestine/
Israel, Ukraine, South 
Sudan, Haiti, Columbia, 
Central America as well 
as inner US cities, will be 
giving a presentation in 
Whanganui on ‘Is Peace 
Possible?’

The presentation will be 
on Tuesday, 20 February, 
at the Quaker settlement, 
76 Virginia Rd. It starts 
at 5.30pm with a shared 
meal, but those who can’t 
attend this can come by 
7pm for the talk. There is 
plenty of parking inside 
the settlement grounds.

Dr Reuwer is in New 
Zealand on a nationwide 
tour, which is being sup-
ported by the Religious 
Society of Friends of 
Aotearoa (Quakers) and 
a world BEYOND War 
Aotearoa.

He will introduce an al-
ternative security vision 
of  World BEYOND War 
into our current debate 
on national security.

 This framework helps 

us to better under-
stand what in our 
collective peace-
making experience 
is successful and 
how to proceed. His 
interactive presenta-
tion will draw on 
participants’ own 
understanding and 
experience.

 During the tour Dr 
Reuwer also seeks to 
understand how New 
Zealand has been so 
successful in peace-
making initiatives 
such as its nuclear-
free status. He ques-
tions why trillions 
are spent on prepar-
ing and going to 
wars while very little 
is spent on resolv-
ing conflict and helping 
nations to work together 
more constructively. 

 Hailing from Wash-
ington DC, where he 
is actively involved in 
the Ceasefire for Gaza 
campaign, Dr Reuwer 
will be accompanied by 
his wife, Laurie Gagne, 
an emeritus professor of 
Peace Studies.

Dr John Reuwer

Whanganui Bridge Club results
Bridge Results Week ending 11 Feb-

ruary
Monday Mawson Pairs: N/S: 1. L 

Patrick  V Bartrum 59.72 2. D Pech  
E Topfer 58.80 3. C Brown  J Zhang  
56.94 4. M Hoek M Dawson 53.94            
E/W: 1. N Wight  B Patrick  66.67 2. B 
Annear  K Coombe  55.77 3.  M Brewer  
M Meyrick  52.56 4.  J Smith  A Suther-
land  52.35  

Tuesday Club Pairs: N/S: 1. S Pedley  
A Thirtle  66.37 2.  B Franklin-Browne 
C Pepperell 54.17 3. A Hancock L 
Vodanovich 53.57 4. R Nightingale  D 
Berry  52.08 E/W: 1. R Sigley  P Pater-
son  58.63 2. L Gollan  P Verhoek  54.17 
3. B Annear  J Dodds  53.57 4. G Hand-
ley  S Dempsey  51.79

Wednesday Kowhai Pairs: N/S: 1.  
G Carey  R Terrey 61.67 2. J Coxon J 

Lupton  50.83 E/W: 1. L Raine  R Story  
59.17 2. K & S Rainey  57.50   

Wednesday Social: N/S: 1. C Harding  
R Story  56.50  2. J Hore B Collins 54.00  
3. I Newbold D Price  51.50 E/W: 1. I 
Back A Buckley 53.50                     2=  S 
Poff  N Gale  51.00 2=  A Thirtle  J Dodds  
51.00 

Friday Social: N/S: 1. D Price C Pep-
perell 56.09 2. S Pedley A Thirtle  54.65 
3. J Firmin-Jones R Bowie  52.72 4. S 
Cvitanovich Wally Duncan 52.40 5. J 
Wagstaff M Johnson 51.76 6. A Buckley 
J Groves  51.12 E/W: 1. K O’Callahan  C 
Chesswas 62.50 2. R Sigley  M Brewer  
57.53 3. B Collins  P McDonald  56.41 
4. I Back  A Hodges  54.17 5. N Kennedy  
C Raisin  52.40 6= P Paterson G Ma-
cLachlan 51.12 6=  C Harding  J Dodds  
51.12

He serves on the board 
of directors of World 
BEYOND War and the 
Committee to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons of 
Physicians for Social 
Responsibility.

 For more information 
email, Marion Sanson, 
marionbsanson@gmail.
com

- Playground planning -

Whimsical tales of old 
Wanganui

cepted an invitation from 
the Wanganui Scenery 
Preservation & Beautify-
ing Society for advice on 
establishing Wanganui 
as a Garden City. His 
recommendations were 
well received and laid the 
groundwork for Whan-
ganui being voted New 
Zealand's most beautiful 
city in 2019 and 2020.

   However Mr Tannock's 
expertise extended to chil-
dren's playgrounds. He 
spoke of “dealing with the 
well-being of children so 
far as it relates to provid-
ing an outlet in play for 
their limitless energy.” He 
said that in Dunedin there 
was initial opposition to 
providing playgrounds 

By Murray Crawford
A recent council re-

port revealed that $3m is 
needed to bring Whan-
ganui's playgrounds up 
to scratch. But as well 
as safety compliance is-
sues, it was also noted 
there was “a growing 
demand for playgrounds 
to be more accessible to 
all” and that “when most 
of the playgrounds were 
established, there was no 
real consideration given 
to accessibility.” Refering 
to a lack of consideration 
for inclusive play spaces 
for the disabled.

Over a century ago, 
Dunedin Superintendent 
of Gardens & Reserves 
was forward-thinking 
regarding the benefits of 
playgrounds. As societal 
and community aware-
ness has changed, we now 
know that one component 
was missing: inclusive 
play spaces. But we had 
to start somewhere, and 
what he and likeminded 
Wanganui citizens estab-
lished was impressive.

 In June, 1918, Mr Da-
vid Tannock, who began 
his horticultural career 
at Kew Gardens, had ac-

by critics who as children 
had had plenty of spaces 
to play in vacant lots and 
open farmland, but as 
towns grew, children were 
becoming confined to back 
yards. Happily, prejudices 
were overcome and a suc-
cessful playground was 
established with swings, 
see-saws, a sand-pit and 
seats installed. 

   He considered play 
areas should be no more 
than half a mile from each 
home, although a quarter 
mile was more desirable. 
They would provide the 
added benefit of sepa-
rating housing clusters 
and breaking up rows of 
houses. Besides being a 
pleasant means of physi-

cal activity, Mr Tannock 
said playgrounds helped 
train the mind in requiring 
frequent judgment of time, 
distance, mode of action 
etc; developed social spir-
it and an understanding of 
fairness which would later 
apply to work. He  also 
considered that play is the 
beginning of the develop-
ment of moral character. 

   Mr Tannock concluded 
by advising mothers to 
supervise their children's 
games and where possi-
ble, join in. “Far better,” 
he opined, “than gossip-
ing over the back fence or 
gadding about town.” (A 
statement that would have 
him crucified today, but in 
1918 the Dunedin Super-
intendent of Gardens & 
Reserves got away with 
it).

“Whimsical Tales of Old 
Wanganui” and “More 
Whimsical Tales of Old 
Wanganui” available 
at River City Press. All 
proceeds to Alzheimers 
Whanganui.

Visual lecture by bestselling author next 
month - ancient wisdom for modern lives
Initiation means ‘to 

become conscious’. 
But just how does one 
become conscious?

Long ago there ex-
isted a secret ritual from 
which initiates returned 
‘awakened’ or ‘risen 
from the dead’. With 
roots in Japan c.8000 
BC, the Way of the Gods 
was adopted world-
wide, and eventually by 

Christian gnostics as the 
‘living resurrection’. As 
one banned gospel ex-
plains, “to live a human 
existence ordinarily is to 
live a spiritual death, but 
the moment a person ex-
periences living resurrec-
tion is the moment they 
discover enlightenment: 
It is the revealing of 
what truly exists.” This 
dangerous out-of-body 

experience — considered 
the pinnacle of spiritual 
development — involved 
techniques to raise the 
body’s frequency and 
allow direct experi-
ence of the Otherworld. 
It was the most secret 
of all practices within 
Mysteries teachings, 
whose students included 
Pythagoras and Plato. 
Discover the unusual 
locations where initia-
tion was performed, why 
no bodies were found 
in Egyptian pyramids, 
why priestesses held the 
highest level of office, 
and how a sacred narra-
tive was twisted into the 
foundation of western 
religion.

Freddy Silva is a 
bestselling author and 
leading researcher of 
ancient civilizations, 
restricted history, sacred 
sites and their interaction 
with consciousness. He 
is also the leading expert 
on crop circles. He has 
published eight books in 
six languages and pro-
duced fourteen documen-
taries. Described by one 
CEO as "perhaps the best 
metaphysical speaker 
in the world right now,” 
for two decades he has 
been an international 
keynote speaker, with 
notable appearances at 

the International Sci-
ence and Consciousness 
Conference, the Interna-
tional Society For The 
Study Of Subtle Energies 
& Energy Medicine, 
and the Association for 
Research and Enlight-
enment, in addition to 
appearances on Gaia TV, 
History Channel, BBC, 
and radio shows such 
as Earth Ancients, Fade 
To Black and Coast To 
Coast.  He leads sell-out 
tours to sacred sites in 
England, France, Egypt, 
Portugal, Yucatan, Peru/
Bolivia and Scotland. 
He is also an art pho-
tographer and has rarely 
travelled anywhere since 
graduating in 1982 
without being attached 
to a Nikon or a Leica. He 
began as an accredited 
concert photographer 
in London, and now 
captures his passion for 
temples, ancient sacred 
sites and the spirit inher-
ent in the land. 

Initiation and the 
Quest for the Other-
world

3 March, 2024, 5.30pm.
Heritage House, 136 

St Hill Street. Email 
kirstynz1964@gmail.com 
for tickets - $35 or $40 
cash at the door.

Supplied - 
Kirsty Morton  

  

Freddy Silva, author and speaker for 
Whanganui’s lecture
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Anthony

& Leighton

Gonville 3 Gorran Avenue 

Open Home 

Glamorous on Gorran

Welcome to your dream home at 3 Gorran Avenue, where modern

elegance meets classic charm. This fully renovated three bedroom

property on a generous 594 m2 section (approx.) is a true

masterpiece, offering a perfect blend of contemporary features and

timeless appeal. All three bedrooms are generously sized doubles,

providing ample space for relaxation and personalisation. Enjoy

intimate family meals or entertain guests in the stylish and separate

dining area which flows nicely out to the private outdoor

entertaining area. With a brand new kitchen and bathroom, this

home is sure to impress.

3 1 2 1

For Sale Buyers $479,000+

View Sun 18 Feb 10.00 - 10.30am

Web pb.co.nz/WGU175616

Leighton Toy

M 027 415 1515

Anthony Floyd

M 021 477 435

Whanganui 272 Wicksteed Street 

Open Home 

Modern elegance awaits

Step into the epitome of contemporary living with this stunning

property at 272 Wicksteed Street. Built within the last 10 years, this

home seamlessly combines style, comfort, and convenience, making

it the ideal home for those who desire a modern lifestyle in a central

location. Offering three generously sized bedrooms, this home

provides ample space for the entire family or guests. The master

bedroom has an en suite while the other two bedrooms come with

built-in wardrobes. Enjoy the ease of a single internal access garage,

providing secure parking and additional storage space.

3 2 1 1

For Sale Buyers $625,000+

View Sun 18 Feb 10.45 - 11.15am

Web pb.co.nz/WGU177358

Leighton Toy

M 027 415 1515

Anthony Floyd

M 021 477 435

Gonville 246A Heads Road 

Open Home 

Investors paradise

246A Heads Road presents a golden opportunity for those seeking a

comfortable and inviting home. This three bedroom property is not

just a house; it's a home to tenants that are keen to stay on.

Alternatively, this would be an ideal first home or for someone

looking to downsize. The well-designed layout has living at one end

of the house, and three good sized bedrooms at the other. The

separate living room is bathed in natural light, creating a warm and

welcoming atmosphere and heated by way of a wood burner. The

property features a sizable front yard, perfect for outdoor play and

gardening.

3 1 1

For Sale Buyers $329,000+

View Sun 18 Feb 11.30 - 12.00pm

Web pb.co.nz/WGU176937

Leighton Toy

M 027 415 1515

Anthony Floyd

M 021 477 435

Springvale 108A Parsons Street 

Open Home 

Parson Street retreat

Discover serenity in this charming two bedroom home located in a

prime, sought-after area. This easy-care retreat offers a peaceful

sanctuary, perfect for those seeking a tranquil lifestyle. With a

seamless blend of comfort and convenience, this home is ideal for

those looking to enjoy the quiet life without sacrificing proximity to

amenities. Don't miss the opportunity to make this inviting space

your own. Contact us today to view this property and make it yours!

2 1 1 1

For Sale Buyers $339,000+

View Sun 18 Feb 12.30 - 1.00pm

Web pb.co.nz/WGU172351

Leighton Toy

M 027 415 1515

Anthony Floyd

M 021 477 435

Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008 | pb.co.nz

Proud to be here
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